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Vestry News    

 
  

  GET READY TO RALLY! 
 

Rally Sunday is Sept. 11!  This intergenerational service will be full of celebration, with a special gift for 

the new church year.  And yet we won’t forget the devastating events of 9/11/01.  On this 15th anniver-

sary, we will honor helpers in our community including fire fighters and police officers.   

 

Students of all ages are encouraged to bring their backpacks for a blessing.  We will also collect school 

supplies for families experiencing homelessness in the Worcester area as well as Boxborough families in 

need.  We’ll register children for Spiritual Nurture and finish the morning with an ice cream social! 

 

Don’t forget to wear a t-shirt that reflects something about your summer adventures. 

4th Annual Neighborhood BBQ   
Sunday, September 25 – 4:00 to 6:00 pm 

We will once again host our Neighbors and Friends for an 

afternoon of food, fellowship and fun. 

 

We will have great food and entertainment for all ages.   

You are encouraged to invite YOUR neighbors in addition 

to our nearby church neighbors. 

 

If you can attend, please RSVP for the BBQ by registering 

here:    SIGN UP HERE 

This will help us greatly with ordering appropriate food quantities. 

Whether you can attend or not, your help is greatly appreciated.  You can sign up for food items, set up 

or to be servers, in the Gathering Room. 

 

Hope you can be a part of this fun event! 

http://www.SignUpGenius.com/go/4090F49A9AB2AA1FD0-uccb
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Pastor’s Letter  

 

 

It’s time. 

 

New shoes on the feet, new 

backpack on the shoulders.  Smiles for the camera:  

big and bright, resentful, or nonexistent.  Anxiety, 

excitement, dread.  School is starting again. 

 

I remember those first days of school so vividly.  I 

loved the “clean slate” feeling of it, the sense of 

starting anew.  I was full of promises to myself:  I 

would take great notes in every class, I’d pack 

healthy food for lunch, I’d talk less.  You can imag-

ine how that last one worked out, but really none 

of those promises stuck for more than a day and a 

half.  It wasn’t until college that I found a way to 

take notes that worked for me, I still fail to pack a 

healthy lunch at least two days a week, and I’ve 

turned talking into a career. 

 

But despite almost immediately backsliding year 

after year, I continued to make those silent prom-

ises as the first day of school approached.  I’ve 

never been one for New Year’s Resolutions, but 

New School Year Resolutions still tempt me, and I 

don’t think you have to be a student or a teacher to 

feel this way. 

 

The truth is that we don’t have to wait for a new 

school year to start to make some promises to our-

selves.  We don’t have to wait for Jan. 1 to make 

some resolutions.  We don’t have to wait until our 

birthday to say, “This year will be different”.  If 

there is a change we want to make, a practice we 

want to start, a new approach we want to take, we 

don’t have to wait for one of society’s “official” mo-

ments of beginning.  Each day is new.  Each moment 

is new.  If there is something we are curious about 

or yearning for or needing to let go of, there is no 

time like the present. 

 

That’s part of what I like about being in a faith com-

munity.  Here we practice being human, trying to be 

our best selves and then losing it and trying again, all 

while sustaining others in the same endeavor.  So in 

church I have a “support group” for the promises 

I’m making to myself and to God, a community that 

holds me accountable in my behavior, and a spirit 

that helps me forgive myself and others when 

needed.  Which is often, especially that self-

forgiveness.  Did I mention I talk too much? 

It’s good Sunday is seen as the start of the week; 

that way, gathering together for worship, reflecting 

on what is meaningful, thinking about something 

larger than ourselves, I am starting the week with a 

slate that might not be clean, but at least has 

enough open space on it that I can draw the week 

I’d like to create for me and the world. 

 

As we begin our fifth year of ministry here together, 

I am so glad for UCCB’s Rally Day (Sept. 11 this 

year), a Sunday of celebration and connection, when 

all ages mark the beginning of a new program year.  

I’ve never been in a church that marked Rally Day 

so beautifully and joyfully.  So I will look forward to 

our rallying together, as we think about the year 

ahead, the church we’re making together, and all 

that God is calling us to do and be in the world. 

 

Bring those new backpacks with you on Rally Day, 

so we can bless them!  That’s a great thing about 

church too, the way we can bless each other for the 

adventures ahead. 

 

Peace, 

 

Rev. Cindy 
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 September Worship Schedule 
Sept. 4 – Communion al fresco.  On Labor Day weekend we’ll share communion by 

intinction outside, in the back parking lot (weather permitting – we’ll be in the sanctuary 

if it rains).  This is how the first Christians shared communion.  Well, not in a parking lot, 

but outside… 

 

Sept. 11 – Look to the Helpers.  We kick off the church program year with Rally Day, an intergenerational service of celebra-

tion!  This is also the 15th anniversary of 9/11; we will remember that day by showing our thanks to some of the helpers in our 

community.  You’re invited to wear a t-shirt that represents your summer adventures.  Students of every age are invited to bring 

their backpacks for a blessing (and a little gift, for non-students too).  We will also collect school supplies for families in need.  After 

worship, we’ll have food, fellowship and fun out on the lawn! 

 

Sept. 18 – Fail early and often.  As the school / church year begins, we’ll consider the importance of failure.  This can be a par-

ticular challenge in our perfection-seeking culture, but fear of failure thwarts creativity and relationship.  Speaking of relationship, 

spiritual nurture starts for elementary age and middle school youth.   

 

Sept. 25 – We are all Called to Care.  We will bless the members of the Called to Care team, those lay leaders who commit 

to reaching out to people in the congregation who are going through difficult times.  Even as we lay hands on these tremendous 

volunteers, we’ll reflect on how each one of us is “Called to Care.”  We’ll all get psyched for the Neighborhood BBQ in the after-

noon! 

 

Spiritual Nurture (A.K.A. Sunday School) for  

Elementary And Middle School Youth 
 

Lots of plans are in process for the nurturing of our YOUTH in the year ahead!  Watch the Flash for up-to-the-minute 

details.  “For now, plan on celebrating Rally Day in intergenerational worship on Sept. 11 and saving Sept. 18 for the 

first official day of Spiritual Nurture.” 

 

If you’ve got urgent questions, fun ideas, or want to join the team, just contact Rev. Cindy. 

Junior Choir Begins September 20 
 
Hi, kids! The 2016 fall singing season begins for the Junior Choir on Tuesday evening, September 20 at 7:00 in the Boxboro UCC 

Church Sanctuary.  Kids generally in Grades 3-8 are invited to come and join in an exciting time of singing once a week. We’ll learn 

new songs as well as sing some old familiar tunes. We meet every Tuesday night from 7:00-7:45 and perform at the 9:30 service 

one or two times a month. No previous experience required, just an interest in singing and having some fun. We welcome back all 

past members and invite others to join us. Bring a friend or two or more.     For more information, contact Gloria Roe, Director, 

at 978-264-0052 or gloria.roe@comcast.net 

 

mailto:gloria.roe@comcast.net
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BOXBOROUGH HEALTHY CONNECTIONS PROJECT 
 
 
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     August 9, 2016 

Contact: Lauren Abraham, Community Services Coordinator 

LAbraham@boxborough-ma.gov 

978-264-1730 

 
BOXBOROUGH RECEIVES GRANT FOR HEALTHY CONNECTIONS PROJECT 

 

Boxborough, MA, July 26 -- The Boxborough Well-Being Committee will receive nearly $20,000 in grant 

funds to conduct an in depth survey of town strengths and needs.  The Committee’s capacity to sponsor health

-promoting activities throughout town will be expanded by this grant.  This Healthy Communities Planning 

Grant is awarded by Community Health Network Area 15 (CHNA 15) and funded through Determination of 

Need (DoN) funds from Lahey Hospital and Medical Center.  

 

The grant project, titled Boxborough Healthy Connections, will identify resources and service gaps across a 

wide range of areas that impact public health.  These areas include: 

socio-economic factors; cultural, language, and racial diversity; access to childcare; transportation options; 

and more.  Well-Being and Housing Committee member Al Murphy comments, “Our community contains a 

great number of cultures.  This is a good thing and the grant will give us all a chance to better understand and 

serve everybody in Boxborough.  We hope to hear new voices.”   

 

An engaged and welcoming Boxborough Community is an aspiration of the recently approved Boxborough 

2030 Master Plan.  To achieve this aspiration, grant activities will include quantitative data collection, sur-

veys, and public forums to ensure that all residents have the opportunity to contribute to the project.  Findings 

will be published in a report at the end of the 18-month grant cycle in December 2017.  Project proposals to 

address identified areas of need will be included in the report, and the Well-Being Committee will have the 

opportunity to apply for implementation funding.  

 

Boxborough Healthy Connections now seeks residents to join the Steering Committee; the time commitment 

is approximately one hour per month, and the only requirement is Boxborough residency.  Community Ser-

vices Coordinator Lauren Abraham encourages everyone interested in serving on the Steering Committee to 

contact her for more information.  “This is a chance for everyone to shape the future of Boxborough,” Abra-

ham states.  “Whether you’ve lived in Boxborough for decades or just moved in last week we really want to 

hear from you.  We want to know what you love about this town and what would make it an even more wel-

coming place to live.” 

 

To learn more about Boxborough Healthy Connections contact Lauren Abraham at:  

LAbraham@boxborough-ma.gov, 978-264-1730, or drop by her office in Town Hall on Tuesdays and Thurs-

days. 

 

The town of Boxborough has received another grant from CHNA 15!  Rev. Cindy serves on the town’s Wellbeing 

Committee, which will be conducting an examination of the town’s strengths and needs.  You can check out the press 

release below.  We expect to be a resource for this grant, so stay tuned!   

 

mailto:LAbraham@boxborough-ma.gov
mailto:LAbraham@boxborough-ma.gov
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Living With Money—Small Group Workshop 
First Session:   Sunday, October 16     

    6:30 pm – 8:15 pm    

                          Royce Home – 60 Barteau Lane, Boxborough 

 

Everyone has a “money life”, whether we acknowledge it or not. Almost nobody talks about it. 

 

From our earliest years and throughout life our attitude toward money influences who we are and what we become. How do we 

understand the role, power and impact of money in our lives? What does the Bible say about money? 

Money invokes a wide range of emotions, yet open discussion of the subject is taboo throughout society, even in the privacy of 

our homes. 

 

Living with Money is a small group workshop that encourages discussion on the subject of money in the context of Christian faith. 

Four video programs feature various money experts exploring the issues around money.  The program includes participant jour-

nals with essays, Bible reflections, discussion questions and videos providing commentary on various subjects. 

 

Living with Money is not a fund-raising program.  It is a resource that shines the light of faith on this difficult subject, and 

helps participants develop a balanced, whole, rewarding “money life”. 

 

Four congregation members tested the program and here is what they had to say:  

 “Yes, we recommend the curriculum 100%!”  “The small group setting offers enriching conversations! “ 

 “You learn from one another, share wisdom and laughter about a topic you otherwise never talk about 

    with most people.”  

 “It really gave me deeper insights in my own money style and the role of money and practical tips to    

   find balance in my life.”  

  "The Bible stories took on new meaning. I looked at them with a new set of eyes as I listened to the    

    different perspectives and life experiences of each participant." 

 

Group Size:  between 4 and 10         Four 90- minute sessions 

1. Introductory Session & What is Money? 

2. Know Your Money Life 

3. Making Peace with Money 

4. Balancing Life’s Ledger & Summary Session 

 

Timing:  After the first session, those who wish to continue can determine when to meet going forward. Our ‘testers’ loved the 

rhythm of one session per month.   

 

Facilitator:  Jennifer Royce will facilitate the first session of the workshop. 

Sign Up Here:  http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f49a9ab2aa1fd0-living 

 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f49a9ab2aa1fd0-living
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Fifer’s Day Strawberry Shortcake Proceeds Reach Beyond our  

Local Community 
 

Once again, UCCB offered a welcoming, spirited tent at Fifer’s Day – bringing smiles to many and 

the best strawberry shortcake around.  At the event we communicated that we would providing 

100% of the net proceeds* to an organization to benefit the victims of the Orlando, Florida night-

club shooting tragedy.  Before the fair, Council had determined to make the donation, but still 

needed to do  the necessary research to confirm the specific organization to receive the funds.  Sub-

sequent to the fair, we reviewed a few different organizations and concluded that we should send our 

proceeds to the National Compassion Fund.   

 

The National Compassion Fund is a single national source of funding for victims, education for the public and 

training for professionals in the non-profit arena following a national tragedy like Orlando. The money we sent 

($1,099.15, $763.15 in net proceeds from the shortcake sales + $336 from individual donor contributions) was 

specifically directed to Orlando.   Their organization was clear about their purpose and transparent in publishing the 

group's financial position and tax audits for the past five years on their website.  We are confident that our funds will provide 

support directly to the victims of this shooting, within a structure that is proven given their experience with (unfortunately) prior 

tragedies in other communities.  More broadly, we are pleased that this organization is also focused on educating the public and 

training professionals to help tend the wounds of the victimized community.  

  

We had a number of individuals pay more than $5 to purchase a shortcake when they learned of our intention with the pro-

ceeds, and we sold out early so we know our purpose was well-received.  What an opportunity we have each year to live our 

vision and mission clearly and lovingly in the community through shortcake, smiles, conversation, and resources.  Peace.   

 

* Net proceeds = income from the event less the cost of the supplies  

Blessing of the Animals at the Boxborough Harvest Fest 
September 10th, 12:30—1:00PM 

This beloved yearly tradition will be held outside  of the church under the tent. Bring live, stuffed, or 

photos of your present or past pets to be blessed . 

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT Table Needs Your Help!                   
 

The Christmas Decoration Table co-chairs and crafters began making ornaments 

and decorations over the summer.  It is wonderful to get a good start.     

We now need your help with making additional items this fall until the Fair in  

November.  We will be hosting in-home workshops to help us make a variety of 

ornaments and holiday decorations.  We scheduled a planning meeting on Sept 18, 

at 10:45, in the church Pipe Room to share ornament and Christmas decoration 

ideas as well as dates for workshops.  We hope to get started on our first home 

workshop by the end of September.  Please watch for specific announcements in 

the Vestry News Flash and Sunday Bulletin.  For more information, contact either 

Gloria Roe 978-264-0052.(Gloria.roe@comcast.net)  Linda Morse at 978-266-

2836.    

 

mailto:Gloria.roe@comcast.net
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The Merrie Christmas Fair ! 
 

Saturday, November 19, 2016 

9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

 

We are still in need of a FAIR CHAIR for this annual event. Teresa Howie is willing to walk alongside to train and guide, but the 

opportunity to take the reins for this wonderful community event IS STILL OPEN. 

 

Please reach out to Rev. Cindy, Mary Pavlik or Teresa Howie to ask questions and find out more about this great experience.  

 

The individual Table Chairs are well underway in their planning, but would love your help and involvement. Feel free to contact 

any of the Fair Chairs directly and discuss how you might be able to contribute – they are unique ways to be involved in the Silent 

Auction, Sugar Plum Café, Attic Treasures, Knit & Gifts, Men’s and Ornament tables!   

 

Stay tuned for more updates and ways in which you can get involved. For now, if you have any questions or new ideas, please 

contact Teresa Howie, howietennis@yahoo.com 978-266-1172. 
 

 

Fair Tables Chairs -   

 Gifts and Knits     Ann Marchmont 

 Attic Treasures (worthwhile, working items) Gregg and Karen Hamlin 

 Children’s Table     Heidi Kidd   

 Men’s Table     Paul DiPaolo 

 Christmas Wreaths    Rob Warwick and Youth Group 

 Christmas Greens    Anne Spalding 

 Christmas Ornaments    Gloria Roe and Connie Brown   

Silent Auction      Mary Anne Vogel 

Jewelry      Mary Rohwer and Denise Parkes 

 Baked Goods     Suzanne Boyden & Julie Schoenfeld 

 Sugar Plum Cafe     Deb Simmons and Mary Ellen Sweeney 

 Santa        Interested in being Santa ?? 

            

 

GIFTS AND KNITS TABLE would love your help, talent and time. Is there someone you know that would be willing to do-

nate one of their Gift or Knit projects to the church on your behalf?  These could be such things as baby items, hostess gifts, 

teacher gifts, placemats and napkins, aprons, hats, etc.  Anything would be very welcome as variety makes for a more attractive 

table.  Feel free to contact Ann Marchmont at 978-266-1775 or email marchmont922@comcast.net. 

 

SILENT AUCTION TEAM started searching and shopping this summer for those special “desirable” items for bidding.  Please 

start thinking about what you might be able to donate:  services, gifts, electronics, art work, gift certificates and children items.  

The sign-up sheet will be up in October, but you could shop and gather now. 

 

ATTIC TREASURES – have you found any?  Is there something that is in good condition, a useful tool, or a decent piece of 

sports equipment that you no longer need or want?  Do you have clean and working children toys that you know someone else 

would enjoy?   Here is an opportunity where you can clean your home and help make someone else very happy.   

 

BAKED GOODS TABLE   Is baking your passion or do you just have a few favorite recipes?   This table always sells out, so 

your help to fill it is greatly appreciated.  Start thinking now of what you may be able to provide. Suzanne can be reached at 978-

201-4788 – Julie at 978-264-3937 with any questions. 

C O N T .  O N  N E X T  P A G E  

 

mailto:howietennis@yahoo.com
mailto:marchmont922@comcast.net
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C O N T .  F R O M  P G .  7 — M E R R I E  X M A S  F A I R  

 

MEN’S TABLE – Wednesday evening workshops will be starting soon. Let Paul DiPaolo know if you are interested. Limited 

talent required, feel free to call Paul at 508-922-5160 with any questions. 

BREAKFAST with SANTA – Based on previous success, we will once again provide this event from 8:30 – 9:30 am.   

Deb Simmons has a system, but would love help to coordinate this event for the children. 

 

We hope you are ready to get into the Christmas spirit (even though it’s only September)! 

 

Washington D.C. 

Three of the youth preparing to put up drywall. 

Posing in front of the Washington Monument 

In July, 19 youth and four chaperones 

spent a week in Washington, DC, for a 

youth mission trip.  Some of their activi-

ties included: 

- Rehabbing the attic of a building which 

will now house the offices of the “Parks 

and People” organization. 

- Visiting with residents at geriatric cen-

ters. 

- Preparing food at Capital Area Food 

Bank and DC kitchen. 

 

They also checked out some monuments.  

  

Mission trip participants will lead worship 

on 11/13, with Shareholder’s Luncheon 

and slideshow to follow. 
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September Birthday Blessings 
Julia Migner,  09/01 

Wendy Abetz,  09/04 

Ashley Daigle,  09/04 

Christina Daigle,  09/04 

John Loverin,  09/04 

Scott Page, 09/05 

Lisa Kidd,  09/05 

Dave Pavlik,  09/06 

Catherine Schoenfeld,  09/06 

Martha Brousaides,  09/07 

Jackie Cumming,  09/07 

Barbara Birt ,  09/08 

Mike Kidd, 09/10 

Kate Smyers,  09/10 

Bruce Gray,   09/11 

Sam Griffin,  09/11 

Lauraine Harding,  09/12 

Jacob Senghas,  09/13 

Eric Tornstrom, 09/13 

Brittany Erickson,  09/14 

Hunter Litterio 09/15 

Rick Cole,  09/16 

Olivia Desrochers,  09/16 

Marlee Roberts,  09/16 

Sue Allaire,  09/20 

Matthew Sidwell,  09/20 

Larry Shade,  09/20 

Ian Pinkava,  09/21 

Ellen Hickey,  09/22 

Rich Parkes,  09/24 

Abby Loughlin,  09/25 

Les Wheeler,  09/26 

Pat Greene,  09/27 

Sarah Griffin,  09/30 

Kellie Senghas,  09/30 

 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

 

The youth are relaxing at the bottom 40 feet of the Washington monument 



 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 

September 2016 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 

723 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


