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The Merrie Christmas Fair ! 
Saturday, November 19, 2016 

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

Merrie Christmas Fair will take place in just 7 weeks!   Have you decided how you can be involved?? 

 

Planning is underway for this special annual event. Your participation is welcomed and your unique skills 

are requested!   Most of all, plan to be free on November 19 and tell everyone you know to join us, is 

the most important thing you can do. 

  

The Merrie Christmas Fair is a fantastic way to get to know fellow church members and share our ex-

travagant welcome to all. This event allows our neighbors to see our space, get to know us and what we 

are capable of creating and the joy we share!   

 

There are many ways in which you can help: 

Call individual chair persons to see how you might participate 

Join one of the preparation workshops (ornaments, men’s table, greens, etc.) 

Donate funds, create items or materials 

Prepare or buy items for Snack Bar or Baked Goods Table 

Volunteer for event support duties: Set up, Clean up, Take a shift at any table,  

Attic Treasures, Sugar Plum Cafe, or Silent Auction 

Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to the Fair 

Watch the Church Bulletin and Flash for updates   

And of course, get ready to do some Christmas shopping  

 

We are happy to announce that Jack Sullivan has agreed to Co-chair the fair with Teresa Howie.  Feel 

free to contact Teresa or Jack if you have questions or want to find a way to assist at the Fair.  Jack is 

best reached at huckster108@gmail.com and Teresa at 978-266-1172. 

 

 Fair Tables -   

 Gifts and Knits    Ann Marchmont 

 Attic Treasures (worthwhile, working items) Gregg and Karen Hamlin 

 Children’s Table    Heidi Kidd and Ursula Smith 

 Men’s Table     Paul DiPaolo 

 Christmas Wreaths    Rob Warwick and Youth Group 

 Christmas Greens    Anne Spalding 

 Christmas Ornaments    Gloria Roe, Linda Morse and  

       Connie Brown 

 Silent Auction     Mary Anne Vogel, Ginny Haskins,  

       Jackie Cumming, and Jennifer Royce 

 Jewelry     Mary Rohwer and Denise Parkes 

 Baked Goods     Suzanne Boyden & Julie Schoenfeld 

 Snack Bar     Deb Simmons and Mary Ellen Sweeney 

 Santa       ?? 

            

mailto:huckster108@gmail.com
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Pastor’s Letter  

 

 

 

 

I haven’t seen the award-winning musical, Hamilton, 

by Lin-Manuel Miranda.  I’m hoping to see it when it 

comes to Boston.  In 2018.  But we have the sound-

track at home, so I’ve heard the music.  And the 

lyrics that grab me every time are “Who lives, who 

dies, who tells your story.”   

 

The most powerful part of any memorial service is 

when stories are told about the person who died.  

The best part of a wedding toast is when someone 

tells a funny story about the couple.  Children love 

to hear the story of their birth or adoption.  You’ll 

forget most of my sermon, but you’ll remember the 

story.  You won’t remember why the story was 

important, but you’ll remember the story.  Human 

beings are wired for story. 

 

At UCCB, we try to tell honest stories, stories 

about our struggles, stories about when we blew it, 

stories about our doubts.  We balance that with 

celebratory stories, stories of when we found hope, 

stories about helping each other, stories when God 

showed up. 

 

Too often, I’m the one telling the stories (especially 

about my kids and husband).  But people get tired 

of hearing stories from me.  Plus, there is something 

powerful about telling our stories, about figuring 

out the meaning of our life’s experiences – the pas-

tor shouldn’t have all the fun. 

 

I’ve always been grateful for the ways people are 

willing to share their stories at UCCB:  during 

opening reflections at meetings, in spiritual nurture 

programs, and from the pulpit especially during 

Generosity season.  Over the next few months, 

there will be a number of opportunities for people 

to tell their stories during worship.  This Sunday a 

lay leader will share his story as part of a prayer of 

confession.  Later in the month, others will share 

stories as part of this year’s Generosity program.  

And there are spots for others, too, not just in the 

next few months but throughout the year.   

 

The churchy word for these stories is testimonies:  

we are “testifying” to a struggle, a blessing, an ex-

perience of God.  But they are still just stories, and 

we all have them.  When we hear someone else’s 

story, it might feel familiar or foreign, inspiring or 

challenging.  It might resonate with us or make little 

sense at all.  Its meaning for us might unfold over 

time.  But creating space to hear each other’s sto-

ries is an act of compassion.  In a world where we 

too often present our “Facebook selves” – the best 

and brightest moments of our days – it is radical to 

offer our rough edges for each other to see.  I hope 

you will consider sharing your own testimony with 

this congregation, and bring your widest-open heart 

to the experience of listening to others’ testimo-

nies. 

 

Some stories aren’t ready for public sharing; they 

are too raw, too recent.  We’re still figuring out 

what the story means, or where God might be in 

the story.  These are good stories to share one-on-

one or in small groups:  with your pastor, with a 

discussion or prayer group.  Please be in touch with 

me if this calls to you. 

 

In worship or a small group, in public or in private, 

spoken or written, I look forward to hearing your 

story. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

C O F F E E  A N D  C O N V E R S A T I O N   

I N  O C T O B E R  

Rev. Cindy’s out-of-office office hours are back this 

month, with a different format!  We will discuss the 

upcoming Sunday’s scripture passage or worship 

theme.  This will be an opportunity for folks to 

share their thoughts, study the passage, and make 

connections to daily life.  Time and place are the 

same as last year:  We will gather at Legend Café, 5 

Spruce St., Acton, on Tuesdays from 10 – 11:30.   

 

Out-of-office hours will be planned on a month-to-

month basis, as plans are underway for other pro-

grams during the church year.  So check out the 

Vestry News and Flash for updates in November.  

For any questions, see Rev. Cindy.  And remember 

that you can always make an appointment to meet 

with Rev. Cindy one-on one:  cindyworthington-

berry@gmail.com or 978-263-7387. 

mailto:cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com
mailto:cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com
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We will be taking an offering for Neighbors In Need (NIN) on Oct 2.  

This is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that sup-

ports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. 

One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry 

(CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Wit-

ness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy 

efforts, and direct service projects through grants. 

 

Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to churches and organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund 

projects whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. Funding is 

provided through donations to the Neighbors in Need offering. 

October Worship 
 

Oct. 2 – Where Do You Get Your News?  On this World Communion Sunday, we will reflect on all 

the messages surrounding us, and how we decide which ones to tune in to.  We will also take a collection 

for the UCC special offering, Neighbors in Need (see information elsewhere in this newsletter). 

 

Oct. 9 – Waking Up White.  In her book “Waking Up White”, Debbie Irving describes her “sometimes cringe-worthy strug-

gle to understand racism and racial tensions”.  As we work on understanding how race impacts our lives and the lives of our 

neighbors, Rev. Cindy will reflect on Irving’s story.  There is no spiritual nurture program today, but children are welcome to stay 

in worship or hang out with Megan in the nursery. 

 

Oct. 16 – Are You Saying What I Think You’re Saying?  In a diverse and complicated world, communicating with each 

other becomes a critical skill to practice.  When we find ways to communicate across differences, we create sacred space for 

each other.  Rev. Cindy will share a few of the tips that have helped her.  The Junior Choir will communicate with us by singing 

their first anthem of the year!  And after worship we’ll enjoy our Pie Social (see info for that elsewhere in this newsletter). 

 

Oct. 23 – Go and Do Likewise.  Jesus tells us to go out and love our neighbors.  Even if they irritate us, are mean to us, or are 

our enemy.  A nice sentiment, but a hard practice.  This Sunday we intentionally reflect on the invitation to Generosity.  That is, 

we start to think about our financial contribution to this church’s efforts to love our neighbors.  Another nice sentiment, and 

perhaps an equally hard practice.  After worship we join together for our Generosity Luncheon! 

 

Oct. 30 – Go and Vote:  Election 2016.  God has played a significant role in this year’s presidential election, as candidates 

frequently leave citizens asking:  “God, what are they thinking?!”  Besides spontaneous outbursts such as that, what role does faith 

have in our presidential election? Following a historical practice, Rev. Cindy will – in a non-partisan, non-profit-status-preserving 

way – reflect on the election on Nov. 8. 

 

 

Spiritual Nurture For Children Schedule 
 
Spiritual Nurture is available for youth in elementary through middle school almost every Sunday!  This month, 10/09 is an inter-

generational worship service - all ages are welcome in worship.  All other Sundays, youth leave for their programming during the 

second hymn.  Nursery care is also available every week, from the beginning of worship or anytime during the service.  
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The Silent Auction at the Merrie Christmas Fair is a great opportunity to find unique holiday gifts and decorations, or to obtain 

special treats and services like delicious homemade food, a yoga class with friends, or advice on gardening.  The premise is simple 

– Auction items are on display, and beside each is a sheet of paper where you write down what you are offering to pay for that 

item.  You can see what others before you have bid, and others can see what you bid.  You can even submit a “best and final” 

secret bid at the end of the Auction. The highest bidder at the end of the Auction wins the item. 

 

And where do the Auction items come from?  They are donated by many local businesses and by Church members and friends 

just like you!  Items of all kinds are welcome: hand-made articles, Christmas-themed gifts, tickets to sports events or concerts, 

items you purchase to donate, etc. 

 

Some of the most popular items for bid are the services that we provide for one another.  Here is a partial list  

of what has done well in the past: 

 Use of vacation home 

 Pie-of-the-month 

 Carpentry services 

 Specialty foods that you prepare 

 Framed paintings or photographs 

 

We also gladly accept money to buy articles for the Auction.  Send or bring your check to the church made out to “UCCB” with 

“Silent Auction” in the memo line. You can also donate online through the church website (www.boxboroughucc.org) by using 

the pull-down menu “Giving,” then clicking on Give Online, then Donate, then Special Fundraiser (specifying “Silent Auction” next 

to the amount). 

 

The Silent Auction needs everyone’s participation to be successful! Please let us know what you can give by signing up on the Si-

lent Auction poster during the coffee hour after church, or by contacting Mary Anne Vogel (978-263-8957 or 

voglfmly@verizon.net), Jennifer Royce (978-263-0707 or jenroyce23@gmail.com), or Jackie Cumming (978-263-7568).   

 

Items for the Silent Auction need to be identified by the end of October so they can be listed in the Auction Booklet that is distrib-

uted before the Fair.  Thank you! 

Pie Social 
Sunday, October 16th 

The Fellowship Ministry Team will host its annual pie social on October 16 immediately fol-

lowing the service. A variety of delicious home-made pies will be available for sale by the slice 

or whole pie. If you’re interested in contributing a pie, please see the sign-up sheet at the Fel-

lowship Table in the Gathering Room or contact Deb Simmons at 978-365-9711 or 

dlrmcgrath@comcast.net.  

 

http://www.boxboroughucc.org
mailto:voglfmly@verizon.net
mailto:jenroyce23@gmail.com
mailto:dlrmcgrath@comcast.net
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Planning Ahead for 2017!  
 

In anticipation of our church life in 2017, we will be meeting on Wednesday, October 19th at 7:30pm in the Gathering 

Room to begin planning for the program needs for next year.  Representatives from each of our ministry teams and governance 

teams will be gathering to discuss ideas and funding needs for the year ahead.  Council will also have in hand the many fabulous 

ideas submitted by YOU via the Northstar surveys and meetings.  You are welcome to join the discussion as we seek to share 

ideas and prioritize our needs for the year ahead.  

 

WELCOMING ALL • CARING FOR THE WORLD • GROWING IN THE SPIRIT 

 

Light refreshments will be served. We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

The Finance Team: Paul Brookes, Dave Pavlik, Kellie Senghas and Cindy Warwick 

Fostering Racial Justice  
 

Several UCCB parishioners are active members of the Fostering Racial Justice Group, the team bringing anti-bias training to Box-

borough town staff and the community as a whole.  They would love to share their experiences with you, and give you more in-

formation.  Below they share a bit of their own stories. 

 

In recent years  I've become more aware of the white privileges I have benefitted from my entire life only because I was born with white skin.  

I grew up in white neighborhoods and attended schools and worked In places where there were few people of color.  Everywhere we hear of 

the struggles of people of different races, religions and sexual orientation. I've felt more need to learn  about how their stories were different 

from mine and how I might join the work of understanding and changing the systems in place which foster injustice. 

 

I attended an 8 week workshop on Anti-Racism at a church in Littleton which was eye opening.  My family did not express any prejudices 

and I considered myself to be free of prejudice towards those who are different from me. I began questioning if I truly have no biases. In this 

workshop I began to realize that I do and how they may have developed. As a member of the new Fostering Racial Justice Group in  

Boxborough, I continue to learn and look forward to sharing discussions with our congregation. 

 

Kate 

 

 

I became aware of the FRJG and its mission during the summer when Kate approached me about becoming a member of a new citizens 

group whose mission was to better educate town residents about systemic and structural racial bias and its impact on our community and 

our congregation. I confess that, having spent my career working in the state prison system I was very familiar with the destructive role that 

explicit and implicit bias can play with regard to the criminal justice system and the humane treatment and rehabilitation of offenders en-

trusted to the state’s care. I too, was raised in a predominantly white neighborhood on the outskirts of Boston. At Boston Latin, an exam 

school, I had few friends of color. My neighborhood was a culturally diverse mix of the children of immigrants but no kids of color. 

The FRJG has recently been awarded a grant to provide anti-bias training to town employees, police officers and residents. Please join the 

conversation by participating in discussions at UCCB and in future training sessions to be announced by FRJG. 

 

Paul 
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GIFTS AND KNITS TABLE would love your help, talent and time. Is there someone you know that would be willing to do-

nate one of their Gift or Knit projects to the church on your behalf?  These could be such things as baby items, hostess gifts, 

teacher gifts, placemats and napkins, aprons, hats, etc.  Anything would be very welcome as variety makes for a more attractive 

table.  Feel free to contact Ann Marchmont at 978-266-1775 or email marchmont922@gmail.com. 

 

ATTIC TREASURES – have you found any?  Is there something that is in good condition, a useful tool, or a decent piece of 

sports equipment that you no longer need or want?  Do you have clean and working children toys that you know someone else 

would enjoy?   Here is an opportunity where you can clean your home and help make someone else very happy.  Let Gregg Ham-

lin know if you need help storing items between now and November 18 (set up day). 

 

BAKED GOODS TABLE   Is baking your passion or do you just have a few favorite recipes?   This table always sells out, so 

your help to fill it is greatly appreciated.  Start thinking now of what you may be able to provide. Suzanne can be reached at 978-

201-4788 – Julie at 978-264-3937 with any questions. 

 

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT TABLE SEEKING PEOPLE MAKE ITEMS 

The Christmas Fair Ornament Table co-chairs have pulled together a variety of new and delightful ornaments and house decora-

tions to make for the 2016 Merrie Christmas Fair. However, we need your help in making these items between now and the Fair 

on November 19. No previous experience required 
 

Below is the schedule of Ornament Table workshops that we have planned so far.  We are hosting a variety of dates and times 

this year to make it easier for some folks to attend. Hope you can join us for one (or all). 

              

Sunday- October 2                1:00-3:00          Linda Morse's house (269 Joseph Road, Boxboro) 

Thursday- October 13           7:00-9:00         Gloria's house 

Thursday, October 20            7:00-9:00         Gloria’s House  

 Sunday -October 30            1:00-3:00         Linda Morse's house (269 Joseph Road, Boxboro) 

More dates planned for November. 
 

If you would like to help to make items at a workshop or work on something at home, please contact either Gloria Roe 978-264-

0052 (Gloria.roe@comcast.net) or Linda Morse at 978-266-2836.   Monetary contributions would be greatly appreciated to defray 

expenses for materials. 

 

WORK ON THE SILENT AUCTION 

Preparations for this year’s Silent Auction are starting now! Both first-timers and experienced Silent Auction volunteers are 

needed to prepare for the Auction.  There are many jobs that need to be done, and several that can be done at home in your 

spare time. We need people to write letters, make phone calls, ask local merchants to donate goods or gift certificates, sign bid-

ders in on the day of the Fair, type gift certificates, distribute Auction items to winning bidders and collect money after the Fair, 

and write thank-you notes -- to name just a few of the jobs that need to be done.  Spreading the work among many volunteers 

gives lots of people a chance to contribute doing tasks they enjoy.  Please contact Mary Anne Vogel at 978-263-8957 or 

voglfmly@verizon.net  to let her know you’ll help.  Working together, we can have fun, make some new friends, and carry on one 

of our church’s treasured holiday traditions! 

 

MEN’S TABLE – Wednesday evening workshops have started at the DiPaolo home at 7:00 pm. Limited talent required, feel free 

to call Paul at 508-922-5160 with any questions or if you’d like to join in the fun.    

 

BREAKFAST with SANTA –  We will once again provide this youth-focused event from 8:30 – 9:30 am.  There will be a sign-

up to help Deb Simmons coordinate this event and make it great for the children. 

 

We hope you are ready to get into the Christmas spirit!  Sign-Up Sheets will be in the Gathering Room on October 9! 

 

 

C O N T .  F R O M  F R O N T  P A G E  

 

mailto:Gloria.roe@comcast.net
mailto:voglfmly@verizon.net
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Living With Money Small Group Workshop 
First Session:  Sunday, October 16    6:30 pm – 8:15 pm    

                          Royce Home – 60 Barteau Lane, Boxborough 

 

Everyone has a “money life”, whether we acknowledge it or not. Almost nobody talks about it. 

 

From our earliest years and throughout life our attitude toward money influences who we are and what we become. How do we 

understand the role, power and impact of money in our lives? What does the Bible say about money? 

 

Money invokes a wide range of emotions, yet open discussion of the subject is taboo throughout society, even in the privacy of 

our homes. 

 

Living with Money is a small group workshop that encourages discussion on the subject of money in the context of Christian faith. 

Four video programs feature various money experts exploring the issues around money.  The program includes participant jour-

nals with essays, Bible reflections, discussion questions and videos providing commentary on various subjects. 

 

Living with Money is not a fund-raising program.  It is a resource that shines the light of faith on this difficult subject, and 

helps participants develop a balanced, whole, rewarding “money life”. 

 

Four congregation members tested the program and here is what they had to say:  

 “Yes, we recommend the curriculum 100%!”  “The small group setting offers enriching conversations! “ 

 “You learn from one another, share wisdom and laughter about a topic you otherwise never talk about 

    with most people.”  

 “It really gave me deeper insights in my own money style and the role of money and practical tips to    

   find balance in my life.”  

  "The Bible stories took on new meaning. I looked at them with a new set of eyes as I listened to the    

    different perspectives and life experiences of each participant." 

 

Group Size:  between 4 and 10         Four 90- minute sessions 

 

1. Introductory Session & What is Money? 

2. Know Your Money Life 

3. Making Peace with Money 

4. Balancing Life’s Ledger & Summary Session 

 

Timing:  After the first session, those who wish to continue can determine when to meet going forward. Our ‘testers’ loved the 

rhythm of one session per month.   

Facilitator:  Jennifer Royce will facilitate the first session of the workshop. 

 

Sign Up in the Gathering Room or Here:  http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f49a9ab2aa1fd0-living  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f49a9ab2aa1fd0-living


 

 

4th Annual Neighborhood BBQ 

Chicken wings! Yumm! 

Over 70 people attended the BBQ last Sunday. There was 

face painting that many enjoyed and a balloon artist. 

Walker and Jennifer Royce always come up with a good 

game to make us think and laugh.  There were some new 

faces as we were hoping. Everyone had a good time and 

some really good food.  
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Mother and son enjoying their dinner 



 

 

There was a rousing game of soccer! 

Many of us tested our steadiness and engineering skills with a giant Jenga game.. 

Rev. Cindy  and 2 guests share laughs at their balloon creations. 
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The members of the Called to Care Ministry Team were blessed on Sunday Sept. 25th.  Shown from left to right:  Jennifer 

Royce, Heidi Matthew, Lauraine Harding, Ginny Haskins, Janet Carr, Duncan Brown, and Kathie Schwarting.  

Not present—Diane Dement and Jackie Cumming. 

Autumn Prayer 
Creator God, I give you thanks 

For stones, for leaves, for colors past. 

 

For grey sky today, 

sun breaking through; 

geese honking 

Flax, anticipation, the family chocolate chip bake, 

Songs, laughter, and memories 

mixed  in the warmth of hearth and heart. 

For a new guest and a warm blanket. 

We thank you! 

 

For what we plan and for surprises… 

bright colors up North, and prayers for rain, 

Walking, resting, listening, singing, to one another, 

playing  Jenga and praying together. 

Solitude, joy and tears… 

For neighbors to welcome, beloved ones to hold, 

New life and letting go. 

For all of this I  thank you Creator God. 

 

Hold us tenderly, reassure us, 

 this and every day. 

We are not alone, all of us your children, 

You are always with us. 

Amen. 
      Nicolette Wellington 
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October Birthday Blessings 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

Joanne Davis,  10/02 

William Robertson,  10/02 

Kathie Schwarting,  10/02 

Heather Moir,  10/07 

Alexander Pieri,  10/11 

Andrew Bull,  10/13 

Steve Griffin,  10/17 

Beth Pavlik,  10/17 

Jill Elenbaas,  10/20 

Guy Marchmont,  10/20 

Alexander Boyd,  10/21 

Cindy Warwick, 10/21 

Suzanne Boyden,  10/22 

Greg Hamlin,  10/22 

Anthony Pacy,  10/23 

Douglas Simmons,  10/24 

Paul DiPaolo,  10/26 

David Mayo,  10/27 

Amanda Sidwell,  10/27 

Barbara Szostak,  10/28 

Kyle Bond,  10/29 

Bob Bond,  10/31 

Join Larry and Nicolette Wellington 

 

New Citizens Welcome Reception 

For Families & Friends, too! 

following the Naturalization Ceremony  
at Faneuil Hall 

  

Thursday, October 13, 2016  2:00 pm  
 

Armenian Heritage Park on the Greenway 

Boston 
 

Enjoy the 12-piece Black Sea Salsa Band 
Salsa with Dance Caliente 

vicki lee's luscious desserts 

much more! 
 

RSVP If you will be joining us to welcome our newest citizens. 

 

 

mailto:info@armenianheritagepark.org


 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 

October 2016 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 

723 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


