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Vestry News    
 

 

A Celebration of Twenty Years of Ordained Ministry 
On October 22, we celebrated the twentieth anniversary of Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry’s ordi-

nation as a minister in the United Church of Christ. The celebration was a surprise, and began 

during the celebration of joys and concerns when Rev. Nancy Stillman took the microphone and 

presided over the celebration, which included presentation of several gifts (including a t-shirt la-

beled “PASTOR” on the front and “only because SUPERWOMAN is not an actual ministry title” 

on the back), a renewal of the vows she took at her ordination, and the laying-on of hands by the 

entire congregation. After worship, there was a cake in her honor. 

Christmas trees are coming……… 
the week of Thanksgiving 

Rob Warwick will need volunteers to unload the trees and help sell the 

trees during the weeknights and weekends. Please contact Rob at  

warwicks@verizon.net.  
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Pastor’s Letter 
 

Greetings friends, 

 

It meant so much to me when UCCB celebrated the 20th anniversary of my ordination, both at Council and 

in worship on 10/22.  20 years have gone by so fast!  Thank you for the gifts, hugs, cakes and kind words. 

 

I think anniversaries are important in part because they are moments that invite us to pause and reflect.  For 

me, because this fall we’ve been thinking about our journeys of generosity, our journey of following Jesus, 

my mind goes right to thinking about ministry as a journey.  Not just the journey of the last 20 years, when 

I’ve partnered with three different congregations in God’s ministry.  But also all that led to that ordination in 

the first place, which was by no means a direct route – it was a twisty journey with several stops and starts.  

There were some desert places – like the field education site with a challenging (to say the least) supervisor.  

And there were unexpected delights – like the job with youth I didn’t want to take that turned into a true 

calling.  

 

With All Saints Day upon us and Thanksgiving around the corner, my mind is also filled with the people who 

were “saints” on my journey, the people who gave me such guidance and support, to whom I will always be 

so grateful.  My childhood pastor who supported my naïve proclamation that I wanted to be a pastor, too.  

The local church that embraced me so fully when I had to find a new church home.  The seminary staff who 

hired me so I could pay for my education.  The friends who joined me in wrestling with the institutional 

church. 

 

You don’t have to be ordained, or spend 20 years in the same career, to have a journey to look back on and 

saints to remember.  I invite you to pause and think about the people who have helped make you who you 

are:  friends, family, neighbors, coworkers, etc.  Consider sending them a note of gratitude, or just write 

their names and reflect on what they gave you. 

 

And then know, my friends, that we, too, are saints.  Right now there are youth watching our examples, and 

listening so closely to our encouraging words.  Neighbors are touched by our acts of welcome or support.  

Fellow parishioners are observing our acts of service, and inspired to step out themselves.  We are some-

body else’s saints.  There is urgency:  without our example and words and actions, others go unsupported 

or uninspired.  The good news is that it doesn’t take a Mother Teresa or an Alfred Nobel to make a differ-

ence:  each of us, in countless small and steady ways, can be the saint on someone else’s journey.  Thank 

you all for being saints on my journey. 

 

Peace, 

 

Rev. Cindy 

 

Spiritual Nurture For Children Schedule 
 
Spiritual Nurture is available for youth in elementary through middle school almost every Sunday!  This 

month, 11/26 is an intergenerational worship service - all ages are welcome in worship.  All other Sundays, 

youth leave for their programming during the second hymn.  Nursery care is available every week for kids 

up through first grade, from the beginning of worship or anytime during the service.  
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Nov. 5 - All Saints Communion.  With gratitude for all of those who have gone before us, we will share the Communion 

meal with those who are beside us right now.  We will remember the saints who have blessed us – family, friends, congregation 

members who have died but left a mark on our hearts.  We will lift up names in worship; please pass along any names you would 

like lifted up to Rev. Cindy.  You are also invited to bring a memento with you to place on the altar.  It could be a photo of one 

of your “saints”, or something that reminds you of them.  Don’t worry, you won’t have to speak in public, and you can take your 

object home that day.  We just want to feel the saints with us in our sanctuary. Don’t forget to turn your clocks back! 

 

Nov. 12 - Youth on a Mission.  Youth and adults from the UCCB 2017 Mission Trips will share their reflections in worship, 

and we will launch the 2018 Youth Mission Trip with a special offering.  Future mission trippers in the junior choir will add their 

voices to worship, and Larry Wellington will share a testimony from the 2017 Adult Mission Trip.  The Shareholders Luncheon 

after worship is open to all, an opportunity to learn more about the Youth Mission Trip and see the slide show. 

 

Nov. 19 - Celebration Sunday!  So many gifts, so many journeys, so much to celebrate!  On this day 

after the Merrie Christmas Fair, we gather to celebrate the life of this community, the future God has in 

store for us, and the overflowing love of God!  Please bring your pledge form with you to worship that we 

might bring them together as part of the celebration. 

 

Nov. 26 - Intergenerational Worship.  On this Sunday after Thanksgiving, all ages worship together. 

 

 

November Worship Schedule 

Anticipating Advent 
 
Advent - the four weeks of preparation and reflection leading up to Christmas - begins Dec. 3.   

Save the date for these special events! 

 

 

Friday, Dec. 1.  Bluegrass Christmas Concert.  Wonderful music for the season! 

 

Sunday, Dec. 3, 11 a.m.  Advent Wreath Workshop.  All ages are invited to create an  

advent wreath for use at home.  Materials provided, and pizza will be served for lunch. 

 

Sunday, Dec. 10, following worship.  Christmas Cookie Swap.  Bring cookies to share  

and take home the goodies. 

 

Sunday, Dec. 10, 3 p.m.  Living Nativity.  Hear the familiar story as we gather under the 

huge winter sky.  Cookies and cocoa to follow.  Participants of all ages needed, please contact 

Rev. Cindy. 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 13, 7 p.m. Longest Night / Blue Christmas Worship.  Meditative  

service for all seeking comfort and meaning in this hectic season. 
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Here’s the tables and their chair (contact people): 

 

Setup/Cleanup: ??? 

Snack Bar: Deb Simmons  

Children’s Table: Heidi Kidd  

Silent Auction: Mary Anne Vogel and Jackie Cummings 

Christmas Decorations: Gloria Roe and Linda Morse 

Knits and Gifts: Anne Marchmont 

Men’s Table: Paul Dipaolo 

Jewelry: Mary Rohwer and Denise Parkes 

Baked Goods: Suzanne Boyden and ?  (it could be you!) 

Attic Treasures: Greg and Karen Hamlin 

Santa: Mary Pavlik (looking for volunteers to fill the role!) 

 

 

 

 

C O N T .  O N  N E X T  P A G E  

GIFTS AND KNITS TABLE would love 

your help, talent and time. Is there someone 

you know that would be willing to donate one 

of their Gift or Knit projects to the church on 

your behalf?  These could be such things as 

baby items, hostess gifts, teacher gifts, place-

mats and napkins, aprons, hats, etc.  Anything 

would be very welcome as variety makes for 

a more attractive table.  Feel free to contact 

Ann Marchmont at 978-266-1775 or email 

marchmont922@comcast.net. 

 

Merrie Christmas Fair 2017  
November 18, 2017 

9AM—2PM shopping 

Post Auction after 3PM 

 

 

It’s November and the fair is just over three weeks away!  

 Want to help but are not sure how?   

 

Donate!  To the Silent Auction, to Attic Treasures, to Baked goods or the Snack Bar 

Create!  With the Ornaments folks, Knits and Gifts, Mens Table 

Sell!  Day of the fair every table needs some help so look for sign ups 

Setup/Clean up!   

Shop, shop, shop!! 

 

Sign ups will start showing up in the Gathering Room soon.  Otherwise, feel free to contact a table chairperson or call Teresa 

Howie at home (978-266-1172) or her cell (978-760-0441) or email Mary Pavlik (mary.j.pavlik@gmail.com) 

MEN’S TABLE – Evening workshops are 

Wednesdays at 7PM at Paul DiPaolo’s home. 

Let Paul know if you are interested. Limited 

talent required, feel free to call Paul at 508-922-

5160 with any questions. 

mailto:marchmont922@comcast.net
mailto:mary.j.pavlik@gmail.com
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Silent Auction has Something for Everyone! 
 

Won’t homemade soup be delicious on a cold winter night! Or would you rather curl up under a down com-

forter or a handmade afghan? If you’re a sports enthusiast, would you like new ski goggles, a red LED tail light 

to keep you safe on your bike, or maybe Bruins tickets? How about a Boogie Board, Makey Makey, Teeter 

Popper or other items that stimulate the imagination and creativity of kids of all ages and provide a solution for your gift-giving 

needs? These and many more unique items await you at this year’s Silent Auction! We have beautiful photographs, jewelry, 

Christmas decorations, services as varied as our church family, and many, many more. Be sure to check out the Auction booklet, 

available to preview on Sunday, November 12th.   

 

And if you would like to donate, there is still time!  We need over 200 items to meet our goals.  Check out the poster in the 

Gathering Room and sign up to give a gift or service that matches your interests!  If you prefer, contact Mary Anne Vogel to do-

nate money (978-263-8957 or voglfmly@gmail.com ) and the Silent Auction elves will shop for you.  We have plenty of ideas that 

make great gifts!  Please let us know what you want to donate by November 9th so your gift can be included in the Auction Book-

let.  Thank you so much! 

BAKED GOODS TABLE—Is baking your passion or do you 

just have a few favorite recipes? This table always sells out, so 

your help to fill it is greatly appreciated. Start thinking now of 

what you may be able to provide. And due to nut allergies, kindly 

label your baked goods with "contains nuts" or "no nuts."  Thanks 

so much!!  Suzanne can be reached at 978-201-4788  or Kathie at 

978-263-1763  with any questions 

 

 

ATTIC TREASURES – have you found any?  Is there 

something that is in good condition, a useful tool, or a 

decent piece of sports equipment that you no longer need 

or want?  Do you have clean and working children toys 

that you know someone else would enjoy?   Here is an 

opportunity where you can clean your home and help 

make someone else very happy.   

 

You may drop your items off in the Vestry starting Sun. 

Nov. 12 through Fri. Nov. 17 till noon. Please leave any 

gas powered equipment outside. For more info. or how 

you can volunteer please contact Gregg Hamlin at 978-855

-0460.  

 

mailto:voglfmly@gmail.com
tel:(978)%20201-4788
tel:(978)%20263-1763
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My Soul Needs to Float 

 

My soul needs to float as feather, or leaf, 

to stop when stopped, to look, to listen; 

to dance, 

to empty buckets of tears, like waterfalls cascading from the heavens; 

to open to surprises: 

 a child’s laugh, the forsythia in full bloom in fall, muffled conversations, 

to breathe in landscape saturated with color -gold, orange, red, and green and blue, 

to savor the richness of books. 

Why did I wait so long, Holy One, to say thank you? 

 

Today is gray, waiting for news… 

Once more it is time to breathe in and to breathe out;  

to remember all those things that make my soul dance. 

Holy One, with us always – in the dancing, the waiting, the fears 

We are not alone. 

 

Nicolette Wellington 

October 2017 

 

The choir director Cindy Blanchard added some fun and serious 

60’s music to the service. The senior and junior choir donned 

their tie dye t-shirts. After the service, a group photo was taken 

– see the opposite page. 



 

Glorious photo taken of a majority of the congregation on October 29th 

November Birthday Blessings 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

Bi
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Deb Turner,  11/02 

Tristen Litterio,  11/03 

Emily Robertson,  11/04 

Paul Brookes,  11/04 

Art Boyd,  11/05 

Elizabeth MacDonald,  11/05 

Torben Stillman,  11/05 

Kelsey Bourne,  11/08 

Sally Griffin,  11/11 

Devon Lukas,  11/12 

Shay Lukas,  11/12 

Jonathan Bourne,  11/12 

Debra Baum,  11/16 

Eric DiPaolo,  11/16 

Cindy Lukas,  11/17 

Jane Shurtleff,  11/18 

Emma Stockley,  11/19 

Juliet Bull,  11/22 

Joshua Grieco-Page,  11/23 

John Schoenfeld,  11/26 

Grayson Baum,,  11/27 

Taylor Migner, 11/27 

John Sierra,  11/27 

Rob Warwick,  11/27 

Ginnie Richardson,  11/28 

Laura Bourne,  11/30 



 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 

November 2017 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 

723 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


