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Vestry News    
   

 

March 1.  Ash Wednesday Healing Service, 7 pm.  We gather in the sanc-

tuary for a peaceful service of reflection, the opportunity to receive prayers of 

healing, and the receiving of ashes.  This year our service will be ecumenical, as 

we are joined by clergy and parishioners from South Acton Congregational 

Church and West Acton Baptist Church. 

 

March 05.  Lent I:  The Last Supper.  We begin Lent by coming to the communion table, where 

we remember the last meal Jesus shared with his friends.  We will celebrate communion by intinction 

(coming forward to dip the bread into the cup).  We will also have the opportunity to participate in the 

One Great Hour of Sharing offering – see information on page 3. 

 

March 12.  Lent II:  Gethsemane.  Jesus asked his followers to stay awake with him, but they kept 

nodding off.  It was a good way to avoid dealing with stress.  What do we need to “keep awake” for?  

Speaking of sleep, we’ll lose an hour of it as we turn the clocks ahead. 

 

March 19.  Lent III:  Trial.  Jesus’ death was completely legal, the result of his arrest, trial, conviction 

and sentencing.  Maybe you’ve never been to court, but no doubt you’ve experienced your own trials. 

 

March 26.  Lent IV:  Denial.  Jesus’ right-hand-man, Peter, denies knowing Jesus.  Not once, but 

three times.  Denial: not just a river in Egypt.  What would we do in Peter’s shoes? 

 

 

March Lenten Services     
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Greetings friends, 

 

You’ve encountered the stories in movies like Life of Brian and Jesus Christ Superstar.  They are the stories 

of Jesus’ last days:  betrayal, denial, trial, death.  But unless you come to church during the special services 

of holy week, you might never have heard them in church. 

 

In March we begin the season of Lent, the 40 days and six Sundays leading up to Easter.  Lent culminates in 

Holy Week, when the Christian church remembers the events of the last days of Jesus’ life, as recounted by 

the four gospels.  It’s a pretty dense week, with observances of Palm Sunday, Passion Sunday, Maundy 

Thursday, and Good Friday.  The scripture passages for those days are a dramatic roller coaster – that’s 

why they make good movies.  At UCCB we tend to fit most of them into the powerful Maundy Thursday 

service.  But there isn’t enough time to really reflect on them, and think about their relevance to our lives. 

 

So this year we’re going to stretch out holy week throughout Lent.  For each of the six Sundays (March 5 – 

April 9) we’ll focus on a different passage of the holy week story.  As in the last few years, we’ll separate 

Palm and Passion Sunday so we can focus on those critical events of Jesus’ last days.  But we’ll also reflect 

on Peter’s denial, the disciples’ nap in Gethsemane, the numerous court trials Jesus experiences, and Jesus’ 

last supper with his disciples. 

 

This isn’t something we’d do every year, or even very often.  But the Deacons and I hope that spending this 

Lent focusing on these stories will help increase the meaning of the Lent-Easter season for all of us, in the 

years to come. 

 

Please plan on participating in other Lenten programs as well:  Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, the 

Easter vigil.  These preparatory experiences will heighten the joy of Easter sunrise, breakfast, worship and 

egg hunt! 

 

Peace, 

 

Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Pastor’s Letter 
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Palm and Passion Sunday 

One Great Hour Of Sharing Offering 
March 5 

Shelter.  Food.  Clean water.  School.  These are the resources we can help bring to children, 

families, communities around the world through One Great Hour of Sharing.  This special offer-

ing of the United Church of Christ combines the gifts of local congregations to bring significant, 

concrete assistance to those in need and crisis around the world.  At UCCB, we’ll take this col-

lection on 3/05.  For more information about OGHS, feel free to visit www.ucc.org/oghs or see  

Rev. Cindy or a member of the Missions Team. 

 

April 2.  Lent V:  Palm Sunday.  We will once again observe Palm 

Sunday and Passion Sunday separately.  On this Palm Sunday we’ll wave 

palms and celebrate the baptism of Rylee Sue Maruskin, daughter of Amy 

and Adam, granddaughter of Marlee and Dave Roberts.  We’ll cele-

brate communion on April 9, Passion Sunday. 

 

The Area 9 Quartet, a Boston-based saxophone ensemble, played for us during the service on Feb 5 in honor of Art Day. It 

was amazing how they could tailor their sound into beautiful sanctuary music. 

http://www.ucc.org/oghs
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Mission Trip Stock Sales Begin   
We invite you to support our Senior High Youth Group Mission Trip by buying “Stock in Our Youth”. This year we will be travel-

ing to Rutland, VT.  Although Vermont is a beautiful state, it is still a place where people struggle with poverty and unemployment.  

We look forward to helping the community by working with local organizations such as food pantries, soup kitchens, elderly ser-

vices and youth services. Our summer mission trips have been life-changing experiences as we strive to set an example of God’s 

love in our world and be touched by those we serve. 

 

In thanks for your support, you will receive a personal Stock Certificate, a postcard 

during our travel, and an invitation to our Stockholder’s reception in the fall!  Our re-

ception will feature a slide show of our trip and first-hand stories of the experience. 

Stay tuned for other upcoming fundraising events such as a coffee house, and our an-

nual Youth Service Auction and car wash opportunities to spruce up your – and your 

neighbor’s – yards and cars for spring! 

 

To purchase Stock in Our Youth, look for the table at coffee hour after church on 

March 12, 19, and 26.  You may purchase as many Stock Certificates as you wish. If you wish to donate directly: 

Each Stock Certificate: $20 

Make check out to: U.C.C. Boxborough 

Please provide your name, address, and email address and “Youth Mission Trip stock” in memo line 

Send to:  Lisa Pearson 

 3 Magnolia Drive 

 Acton, MA 01720 

Your donation may be tax deductible subject to IRS rules and requirements. 

Contact lisabpearson@comcast.net with questions or instructions on how to donate electronically instead. 

 

Invitation for Singers and Musicians! 
Sunday, May 7th at 4:30PM  

This year the annual Music Sunday Concert is scheduled for Sunday afternoon, May 7 at  

4:30 pm.  Mark your calendars for this special concert in the Spring!   Musicians and singers of all 

ages are invited to perform a selection of their choice.  Here is an opportunity to perform a 

solo, duet, or more!  Involve the entire family to play an instrument and/or sing a song(s) to-

gether.  Invite your musical friends to join in the fun.  All are welcomed!  For more information 

about how you can participate in this special musical program, contact Gloria Roe 978-264-

0052 , Gloria_roe@comcast.com   

 

 

Project Linus 
If you can sew, crochet, or knit, please consider making a blanket (or two) for Project Linus, an or-

ganization that collects blankets for children and babies in need.  The blankets are given to hospitals, 

hospices and shelters.  Before delivery, a tag is sewn into each blanket with a picture of Linus and his 

blanket and the words "Made with tender loving care for Project Linus".  Please spread the word 

about the collection to your friends and families who might be interested in contributing. The ideal 

size for the blankets is 36" x 36" up to 40" by 60", however, all sizes will be welcome.  Please do not 

use any fuzzy yarns which might cause breathing problems in some children. 

 

The last day to turn in the blankets will be Sunday, May 7, 2017.  Please consider this opportunity to 

bring love and comfort to a needy child.  Thank you.  eanddparkes1@yahoo.com 

mailto:lisabpearson@comcast.net
mailto:Gloria_roe@comcast.com
mailto:eanddparkes1@yahoo.com
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Adult Mission Trip – July 16-22, 2017 
It’s time to start firming up numbers and planning for our third Adult Mission Trip to Cherryfield, Maine.  We’d love to have you 

join this event! Please contact Peter or Kellie Senghas if you are interested or if you need more information 

(psenghas@yahoo.com; ktsenghas@gmail.com; or 978-263-5508).  We will schedule our first planning meeting once we know 

who is interested. 

 

Cherryfield is in Washington County, Maine, among the 

poorest areas of the northeast.  Maine Seacoast Mission 

was started in 1905 by two brothers who were both 

pastors who realized that the spiritual needs of the is-

land residents of far Downeast Maine were not being 

met.  Today Maine Seacoast Mission’s focus includes 

rural education and healthcare issues.  While they pro-

vide a wide array of support services, they only utilize 

mission trip volunteers in their Housing Repairs Program.  

Downeast Maine has an old and decaying housing stock 

and the need for repairs and weatherization on these 

homes is constant.  

Kellie and Dena on a previous mission trip to Cherryfield. 

 Youth Coffeehouse  
“Open Mic” concert featuring performers 21 and under  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Saturday March 18, 2017 at 7 PM  
Tickets $5  

(All proceeds to benefit the UCC Boxborough Senior High Mission Trip)  

Concert will be held at:  

UCC Boxborough  
723 Massachusetts Ave.  

Boxborough, MA  
 

mailto:psenghas@yahoo.com
mailto:ktsenghas@gmail.com
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Sunday Afternoon Concert Series at the Garden   
 

The Virginia Thurston Healing Garden is pleased to host a Sunday afternoon concert series featuring beautiful, live music from a 

variety of talented musicians. On Sunday, March 5 at 3 pm the UCCB's own, The Saturdays, will be featured at a benefit concert 

to support this wonderful organization.  The Healing Garden has provided many forms of integrative cancer care for members 

and families of our community that have been burdened with all forms of cancer. ($10 members/$15 nonmembers; The Virginia 

Thurston Healing Garden, 145 Bolton Road, Harvard, MA 01451; Phone: 978-456-3532 for details)  

Family Folk Coral 
March 19th at 3pm  

Imagine; The Beatles in the 70’s Come join this sing-along concert, a joy-filled 

afternoon for the whole family. Andy Migner and her grandson Ryder sing in the Family 

Folk Chorale and invite you to join them on Sunday, March 19th at 3pm at the Arlington 

Town Hall. Songs of spirit, peace, love & fun written by John, Paul, George and Ringo. 

Tickets are $15 at the door, $12 from Andy purchased in advance: andy@mayallbepeaceful.com, 

978-635-9883. http://www.familyfolkchorale.org/ 

 

Additionally, you might want to attend the pre-concert workshop. 

This workshop offers a special opportunity to work with conductor, composer, and educator CHRIS EASTBURN. 

Chris brings out the best in every singer, experienced or otherwise. 

 

WORKSHOP DETAILS 
Sunday, March 5, 1-2:30pm 
Waldorf School, 739 Mass. Ave, Lexington  
$10/adult and children are free 
Reserve your spot by sending an email to  
workshop@familyfolkchorale.org 
Walk-ins also welcome 

  

 

mailto:andy@mayallbepeaceful.com
http://www.familyfolkchorale.org/
http://familyfolkchorale.org/Workshop2.pdf
mailto:workshop@familyfolkchorale.org
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March Birthday Blessings 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

Christian Habersaat,  03/02 

Jessica Shade,  03/03 

Channing Migner,  03/04 

Maya Waddington,  03/05 

Devon DiPaolo,  03/06 

Bob Lane,  03/06 

Ethan Rejto,  03/06 

Grace Warwick,  03/06 

Kayla Pieri,  03/08 

Todd Waddington,  03/10 

Jimmy Connor,  03/13 

Stephen Rejto,  03/13 

Victoria Robinson,  03/15 

Jodi Bond,  03/17 

Janet Glidden,  03/19 

Nancy Hodgman,  03/20 

Sarah Maker,  03/20 

Colin Boyden,  03/21 

Cheryl Daigle,  03/22 

George Boyden,  03/25 

Donald Cumming,  03/25 

Laurel Dickson-Bull,  03/25 

David DeLise,  03/27 

Matthew Mayo,  03/27 

Shawn Abetz,  03/28 

Katherine Howie,  03/29 

Don’t forget to turn your 

clocks ahead one hour -

Sunday, March 12th 

Scholarships 
There is still time to enter you applications for the health and education fields; Doris Custance and Eleanor 

Voorhies funds.  You can pick one up in the Vestry by the mailboxes or click on the link below. Applica-

tions are due April 16th. 

 

 

http://www.boxboroughucc.org/wp-content/uploads/Doris-Custance-Memorial-Scholarship-Application-

2017.pdf  

 

http://www.boxboroughucc.org/wp-content/uploads/Eleanor-Voorhies-Memorial-Scholarship-Application-

2017.pdf  



 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 

March 2017 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 

723 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


