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Vestry News    
    

 

Junior choir from Music Sunday. See more photos from that day on page 5 

 

Confirmation Sunday, May 14th. Shown above are the Confirmands and their mentors. The 

confirmands from left to right are Emmett S., Emily D., Lindsey W., Lara C., Jack P., and Spenser 

W-B. Many reflected on gratitude, discovery, and the loving church community at UCCB.  The  

mission trips they have taken also impacted their spiritual thinking. 
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Pastor’s Letter 
 

 
 

Greetings Friends,  

 

We are about to enter a very important time in the life of this church.  Do I mean the Master Plan and Cap-

ital Campaign?  The move to Unified Pledging?  The completion of the Fostering Racial Justice Grant?  The 

pastor’s sabbatical?  Nope.  None of those. 

 

The “important time” is our tradition of joint worship with South Acton Congregational Church.  For 10 

weeks we worship together, in each other’s spaces, using each other’s liturgy, hearing each other’s pastor 

and musicians, accepting each other’s hospitality.  This is brave and important. 

 

It might not look that way.  Someone not from the UCC – say a Catholic friend – might wonder what the 

big deal is.  We already use the same hymnals, both churches have women in the pulpit, our liturgy and the-

ology is pretty similar, etc. 

 

But after being at UCCB for a few years, I’ve seen how significant the differences are to the members of 

both congregations.  The meditative darkness of SACC’s sanctuary contrasts with the light-filled windows at 

UCCB.  We can follow our own liturgy on autopilot; the other church’s service is just different enough that 

we must stay on our toes.  When we move from one church to the other, we have to decide where to sit, 

rather than going to our usual spot.  Some people love the experience of worshipping in a slightly different 

way, others find it very jarring. 

 

Whether we love it or struggle with it, this combined worship lives out some of our deepest values:   

- we believe there is worth in coming together, in connecting with different communities and those with 

different perspectives;  

- we will practice adapting to change, to see what God might have to teach us when we try new things;  

- we will put up with small things that aren’t exactly how we’d like them in order to collaborate on bigger 

goals. 

 

So we think we’re just finding a way to get through the summer without hiring somebody to cover the pas-

tor’s vacation, when really we are practicing our beliefs.  Beliefs that the world deeply needs us to live out 

in these days of “news silos”.   

 

This is also the future of the church:  congregations, regions and even denominations will continue to merge 

as they discover they can do more together than they can do alone.  You can read more about the pro-

posed merging of the Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island Conferences of the UCC.  While part 

of this collaboration is definitely in response to fewer members and dollars flowing into congregations and 

conferences, this partnership also continues the principles on which the United Church of Christ was 

formed in 1957.  When four denominations came together to create the UCC, they chose these words 

from the gospel of John as their motto:  “That they may all be one.” 

 

For 10 weeks in the summer, two churches become one.  May that be just the beginning. 

 

Peace, 

Rev. Cindy 
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      Summer Worship Schedule 
June 4.  Pentecost Communion and Prayer Shawl Blessing.  On this first Sunday of the month, we share the 

sacrament of Communion.  We will be served by the Deacons in our seats.  We will also have the opportunity to 

participate in the Strengthen the Church offering, which supports youth ministries and new church starts around the country. 

 

June 11.  Spiritual Nurture Celebration!  So much to celebrate…  We will bless graduates, mission trip participants, and 

scholarship recipients.  We’ll show our gratitude to the junior choir.  Second graders will receive bibles. If you’re a second grader 

or a graduate let Rev. Cindy know! 

 

June 18.  Rev. Cindy preaches on our last Sunday before summer worship begins. 

 

June 25.  Joint worship with South Acton Congregational Church (SACC) begins.  Held at SACC, with Rev. Cindy preaching. 

 

July 2.  Worship at SACC, with Rev. Liz preaching.   

 

July 9.  Worship at SACC, with Rev. Cindy preaching.   

 

July 16.  Worship at SACC, with Rev. Cindy preaching.. 

 

July 23.  Worship at SACC, with Rev. Liz preaching.   

 

July 30.  Worship shifts to UCCB.  Rev. Liz preaching.  Nursery care provided. 

 

Aug. 6.  Worship at UCCB, with Rev. Liz preaching. Nursery care provided. 

 

Aug. 13.  Worship at UCCB, with Rev. Cindy preaching.  Nursery care provided. 

 

Aug. 20.  Worship at UCCB, with Rev. Cindy preaching.  Nursery care provided. 

 

Aug. 27.  Worship at UCCB, with Rev. Liz preaching. Nursery care provided. 

 

Sept. 3.  On this Sunday of Labor Day weekend, we return to worship at UCCB. 

 

S U M M E R  W O R S H I P  A N D  P A S T O R A L  C O V E R A G E  

 

As is our custom, we will be sharing summer worship with South Acton Congregational Church, a beautiful ecumenical partner-

ship.  SACC is located at 35 School Street in Acton. 

 

Shared worship will begin June 26, at UCCB, and continues here through July 24.  August 7 worship moves to South Acton, where 

we continue to worship with folks from SACC through Aug. 28.  Sept. 3 both churches return to their own settings.   

 

SACC has welcomed an interim pastor, Rev. Liz Magill.  She was the founder of Worcester Fellowship, the outdoor church by and 

for people experiencing homelessness in the Worcester area.  Most Sundays, Rev. Liz preaches in Boxborough and Rev. Cindy 

preaches in South Acton. 

 

Cindy and Liz also provide pastoral coverage for each other during the summer.  June 20 through July 17, Rev. Liz is providing pas-

toral coverage for both churches while Rev. Cindy is on vacation and study time.  For more details and updates, see the Flash or 

contact the church office. 
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Women’s Retreat 2018?!? 
 
… I loved the beauty of the house.  It really felt like our house. 

 

… Very thought provoking. 

 

- Just a few of the reflections on the 2017 Women’s Retreat! 

 

The Women’s Retreat has been an opportunity for connection and deepening at UCCB for 40 years.  Help us kick off the next 40 

years of wonderful retreats!  And get a behind-the-scenes look while you’re at it… 

 

We need new volunteers to help coordinate the next women’s retreat.  Our “fearless leader” from the last few years, Jennifer 

Royce, is ready to pass the baton.  There is a great template, you won’t be starting from scratch.  But you’ll get to choose dates 

that work for you, a location you desire, and a theme that inspires you!  You can start by checking out the rest of the feedback 

from this year’s retreat, to see what sparks your own ideas! 

 

A retreat in spring 2018 might seem very far away, but conference centers fill up fast.  And if we want to consider having the re-

treat in the fall instead, time is even tighter!  So please see Rev. Cindy if you have any interest, and we can begin our planning this 

summer.  Many thanks! 

Souvenirs Of Summer Adventures For Rally Day 
 
The next couple of months will be full of summer adventures – camp, beach, travel, relaxation, gardening 

– bring it all with you to Rally Day on Sunday, Sept. 10!  Plan on wearing a t-shirt that represents your 

summer fun.  And bring a bit of summer water with you – from the beach, the fountain in the foreign city, 

the garden hose.  We will gather our water together on Rally Day as we begin a new church year! 

 

UCCB Neighborhood BBQ Planning Kick Off Meeting 
Sunday – June 4  

10:45 am  in the Pipe Room 

 

We know, summer hasn’t even begun . . . BUT, before you know it, Rally Day will be here and  

our FIFTH annual BBQ will be 2 weeks later!  Save the date:  Sunday, Sept. 24! 

 

The Neighborhood BBQ has become a beloved tradition at UCCB.  Last fall, we agreed we wanted more people involved in the 

planning and execution.  And early planning and ownership is even more important this year because Jennifer & Walker Royce will 

be away the week prior and day of the BBQ!  But they have complete confidence in our ability to make this year another success.  

   

We need a representative from each Ministry Team and anyone else interested to join a planning meeting on June 4 to review the 

various aspects of the BBQ.  We need folks to volunteer and work together on the invitations, the food & beverage planning, or-

dering and pick up, sign-up sheets, set-up and clean-up plan, identifying and securing an activity for children and some mix & mingle 

activity for the broader audience.    An idea will be shared at the June 4th meeting if you want to weigh in. 

 

An outline of all planning elements has been prepared and we’ll walk through the items together.  If you can’t attend the June 4 

meeting, but want to be involved in the event preparations, please contact Rev. Cindy. 
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Music Sunday 2017 

 

Brian Dupuis and Anson Staples 
James Brookes 

Jeff and Tineke Vandergrift 

Sally Griffith 
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Unified Pledging  
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is Unified Pledging?  

 Parishioners will be invited to pledge a single unified amount yearly to support UCC Boxborough.  

 

How is it different from current practice? 

Each of us currently pledges a separate amount for operations and a separate amount for missions. In the last several years, the 

percentage for missions has ranged between 8% and 10% of the total pledged giving. 

 

Why are we changing? 

 Combining into one unified pledge amount affirms that the entire church is a mission.   

When we pledge for “Operation Expenses”, we are enabling the church to carry out its fundamental goal of mission in the com-

munity. Combining the two amounts underlines our commitment to mission.  The Missions and Outreach Ministry Team, the Fi-

nance Team and the Generosity Team have endorsed unified pledging. Two thirds of Massachusetts UCC congregations currently 

practice unified pledging.  

Council intends to improve on two fronts. First, we want to make annual budgeting a more holistic process where Missions is a 

part of everything we do. Second, we would like to see more active planning and communicating of specific forecasted Missions 

activities during the budgeting process. 

 

When will this change become effective?  

 The Fall 2017 pledge campaign will invite unified pledges. 

 

How will the Missions and Outreach budget be determined? 

 In the last several years, the percentage for missions has ranged between 8% and 10% of the total pledged giving.  

Council proposes a three-year transition period where we will set 9% of budgeted pledge income as the planned budget allocation 

of pledges for the Missions and Outreach budget.  After three years of transition, council will determine how to better codify our 

lessons learned into formal church processes as needed.  

During this transition period, a different percentage can be proposed if there are specific needs forecasted by the Missions and 

Outreach team.  A proposal to change the 9% allocation to Missions could be accommodated in the existing budget process and 

would have to be approved by the Congregation at the Annual Budget Meeting. We also want to separate OCWM from the Mis-

sions budget and manage that contribution more intentionally.   

 

What about the Merrie Christmas Fair and other fund raisers? 

 These funds will remain separate and will not be included in the percentage. 

 

How can I learn more? 

 Talk to any council member. Also, a cottage meeting will be held after service on June 18th to discuss further and 

answer any questions.  

 

Council members:  Walker Royce, Paul DiPaolo, Janet Glidden, Andy Loverud, Nicolette Wellington, Mary Pavlik, Art Boyd, Mary 

Anne Vogel, and Doug Simmons  

T H E  V E S T R Y  N E W S  T E A M  W I L L  P U B L I S H  O N E  S U M M E R  I S S U E ;  

A  C O M B I N A T I O N  O F  J U L Y  A N D  A U G U S T .  F O R  U P  T O  D A T E  

N E W S ,  S E E  T H E  W E E K L Y  F L A S H .  
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During “Word for All Ages”, Jennifer Royce  played an informative game with the youth and the congregation. We 

had to guess how long every day items took to decompose. 

 

Earth Day Celebration—April 30th 

The choir from the Congregational Church in Berlin, MA sang with our choir on our Earth Day 

celebration. The following week, our choir went  to their church. It was beautiful! 
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218th Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Conference  

of the United Church of Christ 
 

Larry and I are grateful to the congregation for allowing us to represent you as delegates to the 218th Annual Meeting of the  

Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ to be held June 16th and 17th in Hartford, Connecticut.  This will be a 

historic meeting, and we would appreciate your thoughts. 

 

The historic nature of this meeting is hinted at by the location. We are meeting in the same location as the Rhode Island and  

Connecticut conferences. After a year of discernment, the boards of directors of the three conferences have unanimously ap-

proved a resolution to form a new conference. On Saturday morning, the three conferences will meet in a joint plenary session 

where they will discern whether this is the right step to take. Then each conference will hold a separate plenary session to discuss 

conference business. At the end of the day, the three conferences will again meet in a joint plenary session and will be asked to 

endorse the resolution to form a new conference. If the resolution is endorsed, a proposal for the implementation of the new 

conference will be brought to the 2018 annual meetings for approval. 

 

Present at the meeting, and providing the keynote address, will be UCC Minister and President, the Rev. Dr. John C. Dornhauer. 

 

The text of the resolution can be found at http://www.macucc.org/newsdetail/together-as-one-7542219#resolution. A FAQ sheet 

can be found at http://www.macucc.org/newsdetail/together-as-one-faqs-7845097, or please see Rev. Cindy, Larry, or me with any 

questions, and especially any thoughts you may have. 

 

Although our church, like other member churches of the United Church of Christ is autonomous, UCCB benefits from the affilia-

tion through support services in areas like our generosity campaign, our determination to be Open and Affirming, and the search 

and call of a new minister. The United Church of Christ provides opportunities for training and for faith development. Speaking 

with the voice of hundreds of churches, the Massachusetts Conference is able to play a significant role in giving voice to our con-

cerns.  This role will, of course, be enhanced by the proposed merger. 

What resonates with me personally is the emphasis on collaboration, and the benefit of being able to share the strengths of each 

of the three conferences: Mass, Conn. And R.I.  This arrangement involves levels of restructuring but was not primarily a cost-

cutting consideration, but rather an attempt to make the church more effective in a changing time. 

 

We will also be voting on a resolution of Christian Conviction: Expression of Opposition to Massachusetts Sentences of Life Im-

prisonment Without Opportunity for Parole (text at http://www.macucc.org/files/websites/www/

MACUCC_AdvancedMat_2017April11+30.pdf). 

We look forward to attending with Rev. Cindy.  

 

Blessings and thank you, 

Larry and Nicolette 

 

http://www.macucc.org/newsdetail/together-as-one-7542219#resolution
http://www.macucc.org/newsdetail/together-as-one-faqs-7845097
http://www.macucc.org/files/websites/www/MACUCC_AdvancedMat_2017April11+30.pdf
http://www.macucc.org/files/websites/www/MACUCC_AdvancedMat_2017April11+30.pdf


 

From left to right: Griet Dehandschutter, Alan Rohwer, Ellen Hickey, 

and Peter Senghas 

The Pastor Parish Relations Team (PPRT) 
 

Encouraging open conversation 

The PPR Team, currently 4 parishioners, meets monthly with 

Reverend Cindy.  The heart of our work together is to sup-

port and maintain healthy relationships between the Pastor 

and our Congregation.  We do this by helping the Pastor and 

congregation to share ideas openly.  Our monthly conversa-

tions help guide and clarify the mission of our church. We 

help reflect on new programs to grow the spiritual life of the 

church. In case of conflict or sensitive issues, the team meet-

ings provide a framework to respond effectively and creative-

ly. We also hope to proactively identify (sometimes unspo-

ken) needs and wishes of the congregation to help inform 

new approaches. 

 

In all our meetings, we treat information confidentially and 

respect people’s privacy. 

 

How you can participate 

We encourage open conversation. That is why you don’t see anonymous suggestion boxes in our church.  We invite you to con-

nect directly with Reverend Cindy or with one of the team members about any ideas, questions, suggestions or concerns you have.   

If you are hesitant to speak with pastor Cindy, we are here to help you find constructive ways to approach the Pastor. Reverend 

Cindy wants to hear feedback, positive and negative. Tough conversations can be rich opportunities for our pastor to shift or fine-

tune the focus of our work together and to respond to issues in timely and creative ways. 

So, let’s start the conversation! 
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Celebration of Baptism 

On Sunday May 28th, we were blessed with the baptism of Mabel King Sterling, daughter of Brittany and Graham Sterling. 

Brittany is the daughter of Cindy Blanchard. The Sterlings reside in Bethesda, MD. The little boy, Graham, was baptized at 

UCCB in few years ago. The godparents are Dave Sterling, shown above, and Caity Erikson who was unable to attend.   
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Are you on a Ministry Team, the Council, or a special committee like the Master Plan or Capital Campaign teams? If so, you may 

receive bills from vendors that need to be paid by the church. Or maybe you purchased something for your team for which you 

need to be reimbursed.  

 

The way all payments are made by the church is through the Payment Request form, often called a “pink slip” because of the col-

or of the paper it is printed on. These forms are available in a folder on the right side of the table that holds the mailboxes for the 

various teams at the church.  You fill out the top section of a Payment Request form, then place it in your team’s mailbox. Be sure 

to notify the chairperson that it is there!  

 

The team chairperson will retrieve the form, fill in the expense account name and the fund from which payment should be made 

(common ones are listed on the back of the Payment Request form), then sign it, signifying his or her approval. The chairperson 

then moves the payment request to the red folder labeled Payment Requests.  

 

The Treasurer reviews and approves the Payment Requests in the red folder. Payment Requests submitted by Sunday evening are 

processed at the beginning of each week, and checks are generally available to be picked up or mailed out on Wednesday.  

Notes from Finance 

 

MORNING WALK 
 

As I prepare to walk out into this amazing day, 

(The morning after the big rain, thunder, and lightening just before midnight…) 

 

I have been fussing, 

Garbage, trash, laundry, those usual things usual and unusual: 

A baby shower announcement has arrived, a new plan to put in place! 

 

I pause 

 

To read a poem. 

It talked about sweeping. 

(Actually a Labyrinth) 

I step out our front door into the sunshine. 

 

There was the front walk badly in need of sweeping 

-those many seed wings lying on the bricks. 

 

Hmmm… I say, 

No need to sweep those; they are seeds. 

The wind will blow them where it will. 

And I, I will just keep walking 

Into the beauty of this new day. 

 

Home from my morning walk, I write, I remember, I give thanks! 

 

Nicolette Wellington 

 

 

 

With gratitude to  A Liberating Word  by Dr. Dave Frye “Sweeping the Labyrinth”. 

and to Rev. Cindy Worthington for passing the message on….. 
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June Birthday Blessings 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

 Jillian Mayo,  06/01 

Dan Smyers,  06/01 

Duncan Brown,  06/02 

Tim Pavlik,  06/03 

Cassie Sierra,  06/05 

Jacquelyn Turner,  06/05 

Nora Michnovez,  06/06 

Evan Morse,  06/08 

James Brookes, 06/08 

Alexandra  Allaire,  06/10 

Jeffrey Glidden, 06/11 

Ginger Burke,  06/13 

Glynis Hamel,  06/13 

Nina Michnovez,  06/13 

Marisol Whitcomb,  06/13  

Marie Migner,  06/15 

Janet Carr,  06/17 

Romie Boyd,  06/18 

Gary Schwarting,  06/18 

Mary Ellen Sweeney,  06/19 

Stefanie Turner,  06/19 

Michael Murphy,  06/19 

Deborah Gray,  06/20 

ChristopherLitterio,  06/21 

Diane DeMent,  06/22 

Heidi Matthew,  06/23 

Mary Rohwer,  06/23 

Jim Sidwell,  06/24 

Scott Spalding, 06/24 

Joe Bourdeau, 06/26 

Nicholas Boyd, 06/26 

Hannah Deyst, 06/27 

Darcy Sidwell, 06/27 

Cassandra Nelson,  06/28 

Anne Spalding, 06/29 

Blue Jeans Sunday a Huge Success! 

I would like to thank everyone who came out to help clean out Fellowship Hall.  It looked like a swarm of ants 

taking almost everything out, sorting through it, then returning good stuff in a more organized way back to the 

basement.  Thanks, too, to our custodian Lenny for a quick wash job on the floor before returning the items to be 

saved. 

 

Here is a picture of what was thrown out. 

 

Plan on another “Blue Jeans Sunday” 

next year to get the Church and 

Grounds improved. 

 

Thanks again, 

Ron Vogel 

 



 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 

June 2017 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 

723 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


