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E 
very year we offer scholarships to the broad church family funded by Doris Custance and  

Eleanor Voorhies for health and education fields. You can pick up an application in the vestry or 

click below to download a copy. 

 

http://www.boxboroughucc.org/wp-content/uploads/Doris-Custance-Memorial-Scholarship-Application-

2017.pdf  

 

http://www.boxboroughucc.org/wp-content/uploads/Eleanor-Voorhies-Memorial-Scholarship-Application

-2017.pdf  

On January 15, the sanctuary was trans-

formed into meal making stations for Stop 

Hunger Now. Everyone gets involved! 

10,152 shelf stable meals were made that 

day.  

 

This event was sponsored by Catherine, 

Don, and Lucia in celebration of their 70th 

birthdays. Thank you for giving the church a 

chance to participate again. 

Worship in Action-Stop Hunger Now 
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Greetings friends, 

 

It’s become a tradition at UCCB to dedicate two Sundays of the program year to “Worship in Action”.  

Like last month’s meal-packaging event with Stop Hunger Now, we put our beliefs into action by writing 

cards, organizing donations, or packing lunches.  One of the unexpected benefits has also been learning 

about the wonderful work of different organizations with men and women in the armed forces, families 

experiencing homelessness, or children in need. 

 

This month we will participate in our second Worship in Action service of the year, focusing on the work 

of Dismas House.  This is a residential treatment community located in Oakham, MA.  Former male prison-

ers, students, volunteers and others work together to create a community of recovery from substance 

abuse.  I first learned about Dismas House through information sent to us in the mail – yup, I check out all 

the programs that reach out to UCCB!  I was impressed at Dismas House’s holistic approach:  they are 

working with men recently released from prison who are also dealing with addiction.  They live together in 

community, work together on the Dismas Family Farm, and together help each other heal.  I’d never heard 

of Dismas House, and yet it’s practically in our backyard. 

 

Since learning about Dismas House, I’ve spoken with the director and other staff.  I’ve heard about the loss 

of city funds that helped with heat and electricity.  Then in Dec. the state budget cut $100,000 from  

Dismas’ budget.   

 

My desire to learn about – and support – Dismas House is pretty selfish.  The goal of Dismas House is to 

“reconcile former prisoners to society, and society to former prisoners”.  When that happens, recidivism 

rates drop, individuals become productive members of society, and we spend less money as a society deal-

ing with the fallout of crime and addiction.  But in case that isn’t enough, Jesus challenged us further, to 

clothe the naked, feed the hungry and visit those in prison.  

 

On Feb. 19, those who have been in prison will come to us.  Residents and staff of Dismas House will be 

with us to tell us their stories, and practice reconciling with us.  This Worship in Action will be a little dif-

ferent; we are collecting supplies for the Dismas Kitchen.  But even more important, we will connect with 

residents of Dismas House and each other, remembering that we are all children of God. 

 

See below for donations you can bring with you on Feb. 19, or drop off in advance.  We will also be making 

a donation to Dismas House, from the Eleanor Voorhies fund.   

 

Peace, 

 

Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

 

DISMAS HOUSE DONATIONS 

 

Pastor’s Letter 
 

BBQ Sauce 

Canned Tuna 

Ground coffee 

Jam / jelly 

Peanut butter 

 

 

Maple syrup 

Marinara sauce 

Oatmeal 

Pasta 

Rice 
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February/March Worship Schedule 
February 5.  Communion and Special Music.  Deacons will serve us communion in our seats, and our spirits will be fed by 

the music of a saxophone quartet.  This special music once again comes to us in honor and memory of Art Day.  And with the 

Patriots in the Super Bowl that evening, the SOUPer Bowl after worship will get us psyched! 

 

February 12.  What Would Jesus Do?  Marches around the world.  Executive orders created around the clock.  Rogue Twit-

ter feeds.  Pleas for patience.  Cries for resistance.  In the midst of all this, what is the role of the church – in general, and UCCB 

in particular?  Let’s wrestle with the questions, realizing we probably won’t get to clear answers.  Rev. Cindy will start in worship, 

then we’ll continue the conversation in a discussion after worship.  This service brought to you by Nancy Stillman, who “won” it 

at the Merrie Christmas Fair Silent Auction.  We’ll also take a special collection for the Deacon’s Fund; see information elsewhere 

in this newsletter. 

 

February 19.  Worship in Action:  Dismas House.  Our second “worship in action” service this program year focuses on 

this comprehensive resource for former prisoners in greater Worcester.  Please see information in the pastor’s letter, including 

the list of needed donations. 

 

February 26.  Guest preacher Rev. Thomas Nalesnik.  Rev. Cindy will have the Sunday off.   

 

March 1.  Ash Wednesday Healing Service, 7 pm.  We gather in the sanctuary for a peaceful service 

of reflection, the opportunity to receive prayers of healing, and the receiving of ashes. 

 

March 5.  Lent I, The Last Supper.  We will receive communion by intinction as we reflect on the story 

of Jesus’ last night with his disciples.  Throughout the season of Lent, we will be reflecting on scripture pas-

sages from Holy Week.  This Sunday we will also take a special offering for One Great Hour of Sharing; see 

information elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Deacon’s Fund 
 

At UCCB, we reach out to help the community in a number of ways:  sharing space with local groups, donating food to the food 

pantry, contributing dollars to local nonprofits.  As pastor, I am a resource to local folks in crisis:  I provide referrals, a listening 

ear, the sense that someone cares.  On behalf of the church, I also have the ability to give financial help through the Deacons’ 

Fund.  Too often, official programs have been exhausted or do not apply.  In these cases, we are able to make small gifts that make 

a huge difference:  gas to get to work, money toward rent, food at the end of the month. 

 

On Sunday, February 12, we will take a special collection in worship for the Deacon’s Fund.  Envelopes will be available in the bul-

letin for you to contribute if you desire.  If you can’t be in worship on Sunday, donations to the Deacon’s Fund are welcome and 

appreciated throughout the year.  (Please write “Deacon’s Fund” on the memo line of a check, or on an envelope if you are drop-

ping a donation at the office.) 

 

Many thanks for your support of this aspect of our ministry. 

 

- Rev. Cindy 
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One Great Hour Of Sharing Offering 
March 5 

Shelter.  Food.  Clean water.  School.  These are the resources we can help bring to children, 

families, communities around the world through One Great Hour of Sharing.  This special offering 

of the United Church of Christ combines the gifts of local congregations to bring significant, con-

crete assistance to those in need and crisis around the world.  At UCCB, we’ll take this collection 

on 3/05.  For more information about OGHS, feel free to visit www.ucc.org/oghs or see  

Rev. Cindy or a member of the Missions Team. 

 

The UCCB annual congregational meeting was 

well-attended with about 60 people packed into 

fellowship hall enjoying coffee, fruit, bagels and 

treats. Reverend Cindy reviewed the year 

through the themes of our narrative budget: 

Go...worship together, Go... grow in faith, 

Go...create sacred space for all, and Go...touch 

the world. Jim Howie reviewed 2016 council 

activities, Jennifer Royce reviewed our 2016 

generosity results along with some wonderful 

photos from 2016. Kellie Senghas presented the 

2017 budget, Guy Marchmont reviewed 2016 

North Star progress and discussed 2017 plans, 

and finally Jim Howie presented the slate of 

governance teams for 2017. The 2017 budget 

and the governance teams were both approved 

unanimously. 

 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

These members were voted on and approved for the following posi-

tions. This list does not show all of the members on the governance 

teams or other ministry teams. 

Council Members *Officers for 2017 

Walker Royce 
Paul DiPaolo 
Mary Anne Vogel 
Janet Glidden 
Mary Pavlik 

Moderator* 
Vice Moderator* 
Treasurer* 
 
Clerk* 

Finance  

Kellie Senghas 
Channing Migner 

 

Nominating  

Catherine Michael  

Pastor Parish Relations  

Peter Senghas  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

An “aye” vote above. 

 

 

 

To the left, Jennifer Royce 

reporting on the congrega-

tion’s generosity. 

Below, the Loveruds are 

listening closely to the infor-

mation being presented. 

http://www.ucc.org/oghs
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Approximately 20 people gathered in Fellowship Hall after the service to 

have a dialogue on race relations in our society. Rev. Don Remick facilitated 

the discussion. 

 

We reflected on a terrible tragedy involving a 12 yr old boy, Tamir Rice, in 

Ohio in 2014. “What could have been done differently; how would you 

have reacted if you were there from the beginning.” Then we talked about 

how we as a church or even us as individuals can do to change how races 

are viewed.   

 

Our last task was to list what we “Will” do shown on the poster below. 

Sacred Conversation on Race 

PROJECT LINUS 
If you can sew, crochet, or knit, please consider making a blanket (or two) for Project Linus, an or-

ganization that collects blankets for children and babies in need.  The blankets are given to hospitals, 

hospices and shelters.  Before delivery, a tag is sewn into each blanket with a picture of Linus and his 

blanket and the words "Made with tender loving care for Project Linus".  Please spread the word 

about the collection to your friends and families who might be interested in contributing. The ideal 

size for the blankets is 36" x 36" up to 40" by 60", however, all sizes will be welcome.  Please do not 

use any fuzzy yarns which might cause breathing problems in some children. 

 

The last day to turn in the blankets will be Sunday, May 7, 2017.  Please consider this opportunity to 

bring love and comfort to a needy child.  Thank you.  eanddparkes1@yahoo.com 

mailto:eanddparkes1@yahoo.com
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Sunday Afternoon Concert Series at the Garden   
 

The Virginia Thurston Healing Garden is pleased to host a Sunday afternoon concert series featuring beautiful, live music from a 

variety of talented musicians. On Sunday, March 5 at 3 pm the UCCB's own, The Saturdays, will be featured at a benefit concert 

to support this wonderful organization.  The Healing Garden has provided many forms of integrative cancer care for members 

and families of our community that have been burdened with all forms of cancer. ($10 members/$15 nonmembers; The Virginia 

Thurston Healing Garden, 145 Bolton Road, Harvard, MA 01451; Phone: 978-456-3532 for details)  

Ninth Annual Folk Coffeehouse  
Saturday, February 4, 7 – 9 p.m.  

Save the date! Nothing could be better than shaking 

off the dark winter chills and enjoying warm, gentle 

music in the Gathering Room with friends on a  

Saturday evening (7 - 9 p.m.). The Music Committee 

invites you to enjoy the many talents of our commu-

nity and perhaps offer some talents of your own in a 

traditional folk “coffeehouse” setting. This event is 

intended to slow us down, warm us up, and bring us 

together as appreciators of music. 

 

Volunteers are needed to support this event.  We 

need help with set-up/clean-up and with preparing 

refreshments to offer during intermission.   

 

Please contact Peter Senghas (psenghas@yahoo.com 

or 978-263-5508) if you would like to participate or if you have a question about this event. 



2017 Women’s Retreat 

 

Prayers from the HeART 

The theme for the upcoming retreat is "Prayers from the HeART. Made in the image of 
our Creator, we are continually creating throughout our lives. We create with our hearts 
and with our hands, our bodies, minds and spirits every single day. Being creative is how 
we problem solve, navigate, respond to and enjoy God's world. The perfectly lovely 
setting for our retreat at Rolling Ridge will certainly stimulate our creativity through the 
beauty of its surroundings.  

Throughout the weekend we'll meet in both small and large groups for meaningful 
discussion and gentle sharing. You will also have ample time alone with God for 
pondering, prayer and meditation. Materials will be provided, both visual and written 
prompts as vehicles to nurture your relationship with God. The major goal for the retreat 
is a complete level of comfort for each participant so that you will be relaxed and your 
heart will be open to the gentle workings of the Holy Spirit.  

 

About the Retreat Leader 

Catherine Michael is a retired pastor who holds standing in both the United Church of 
Christ and the American Baptist Churches. She served churches in Newton, West 
Roxbury, and Brockton. She has been leading women's retreats for 18 years and is always 
amazed at the movement of the Spirit when a group of faithful women gather. She is 
eagerly looking forward to spending time with you in March and is committed to 
providing a comfortable atmosphere in which to enrich your faith.     

March 17-19, 2017 
 
Rolling Ridge Retreat Center 
660 Great Pond Road 
N. Andover, MA   01845 
 

Retreat Leader:  Catherine Michael 



2017 WOMEN’S RETREAT - REGISTRATION FORM 
 

March 17-19, 2017                    
Prayers from the HeART 

 
Location: Rolling Ridge Retreat & Conference Center          Retreat Leader:  Catherine Michael 
         660 Great Pond Road  
         N. Andover, MA   01845 
 
Cost:    $200 Single Room ,    $175 Double Room,  or     $160 for Triple or Quad room   
   (Includes 5 Meals: Friday Dinner to Sunday breakfast) 
 
Deadline to Register:  Sunday, February 26, 2017 
 
Any questions about the retreat weekend, feel free to reach out to Catherine Michael,  
       Jennifer Royce or Rev. Cindy 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2017 WOMEN’S RETREAT REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Name:  ___________________________________       Phone: _________________ 
 
Email:  ___________________________________        
 
Special dietary requirements or other considerations: 
_____________________________________________ 
 
 Retreat Costs with Multi Room  - (shared bathroom )    $160   $________ 
(Persons sharing room, if known)____________________________         
 
Retreat Costs with Double Room  - (shared bathroom )    $175   $________ 
(Person sharing room, if known)____________________________         
 
Retreat Costs with Single Room (very few available)                       $200   $________ 
 
             
Optional scholarship donation  (to help support someone else to attend):   $________ 
               
 
                          TOTAL:     $_______ 
 
Make checks payable to:  UCC BOXBOROUGH –  add Women’s Retreat to memo line 
 
Send to:   “2017 Women’s Retreat”   or leave in Women’s Retreat Mail Slot 

UCC Boxborough Church 
723 Massachusetts Avenue 

         Boxborough, MA   01719          
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February Birthday Blessings 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

“Souper” Bowl Sunday Soup Sale 
February 5th  

Following worship on February 5, the Fellowship Ministry Team will host its 

annual Soup Sale.  A variety of homemade soups and chili will be available for 

sale to the congregation.  Interested cooks can sign up on the sheet posted in 

the Gathering Room or contact Deb Simmons at 978-365-9711 

(dlrmcgrath@comcast.net) for more information . 

Caitlin Erickson,  02/02 

Laura Loverud,  02/04 

Kayla Whitcomb,  02/04 

David Bull,  02/05 

Isobel Brookes,  02/06 

Christopher Migner,  02/07 

Evelyn Parkes,  02/09 

Heidi Kidd,  02/10 

Ann Marchmont,  02/11 

Kate Warwick,  02/11 

William Boyden,  02/14 

Ralph DeMent,  02/14 

Jacquie Crimins,  02/15 

Jeff Vandegrift,  02/15 

Mary Anne Vogel,  02/15 

Chris Glidden,  02/17 

Emily Shade,  02/17 

Avery Bourdeau,  02/18 

Kathy Cole,  02/18 

Ursula Smith,  02/18 

Rachel Smyers,  02/20 

Barbara Tornstrom,  02/20 

Kerry Daigle,  02/24 

Sally Hunt,  02/25 

Sam Senghas,  02/26 

Jonathan Smyers,  02/27 

William Spalding,  02/27 

Restock the Shelves Food Drive  
The Acton Food Pantry (located in Boxborough) has been closed for renovations since Dec.  When it re-

opens in the near future, it will be bigger and better to serve people who are fed by this outreach. 

 

So let’s celebrate this program by helping to restock its shelves!  On Feb. 5, we’ll pass out bags and lists, to 

bring back with you to worship on March 5.  But no need to use an official bag, any bag will do!  And the 

donation list is below.  Many thanks! 

 

 canned or dried fruit 

 canned meat or fish (chicken, hash, sardines, stew, etc.) 

 canned pasta (ravioli, spaghettios, etc.)   

 household paper items (toilet paper, tissues, paper towels) 

 100% juice boxes 

 hot cereal (oatmeal, cream of wheat, etc.) 

 dried beans and baking mixes (brownie, cake, muffin, bread, etc.)  

 

mailto:dlrmcgrath@comcast.net


 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 

February 2017 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 

723 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Inclement Weather Policy 

If Worship Services are not going to be held due to inclement weather, there will be an announcement posted no later than 

7:00 am the day of the service in the following places: 

 

 Church website –home page 

 Recorded on the church voicemail (978-263-7387) 

 Distributed to the congregation via Contact/Contact email 

 Posted on WBZ Storm Center  – watch or listen to WBZ for closing announcements 
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