
 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6  

I N  T H I S  I S S U E  

Pastor’s Pages  2-4 

Advent and other 
services 

3 

Merrie Xmas Fair 4,5,6 

Stockholders Lunch-
eon, Mission Trip 

7 

Generosity 8 

Advent Photos 8 

Bits & Pieces 9 

  

  

  

Vestry News    
   

 

                      
Living Nativity 

Sunday, Dec. 4, 3 pm 

Hear the familiar story as we gather under the huge winter sky.  This pageant is held outdoors, with some 

friendly beasts!  Cookies and cocoa to follow.  Sign up for a role, or to help, in the Gathering Room 

 

Advent Christmas Cookie Swap 

Sunday, Dec. 11, following worship. Bring cookies to share and take home 

the goodies. See pg. 4 for more information. 

 

Caroling and Potluck with South Acton Congregational Church 

Sunday, Dec. 11, 4 pm 

We gather at SACC for caroling at 4 pm, and potluck at 5:30 pm.  Come for one or both! 

 

Bluegrass Christmas Concert presents Rick Lang & Friends featuring Karen 

Wilber, The Blackstone Valley Bluegrass Band and Amy Gallatin & Roger Williams 

Friday, Dec. 2, 7:30 pm 

Enjoy a lovely and lively evening of bluegrass Christmas music, classics and originals, in 

our beautiful sanctuary. You will leave with your Christmas spirit glowing! 

Doors open at 7:00 pm Tickets Available at the Door 

General admission: $15.00 $10.00 Seniors $5.00 children 12 and under 

Shirley and Nancy Warren are regular helpers with Silent Auction at the Merrie Christmas Fair. 

See pages 5 and 6 for more pictures of that great day. 

 

 

Advent Programs 
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Greetings friends, 

 

We have entered the season of joy and light!  For the next four weeks everything will be focused on hope 

and love!  Finally, there will be peace and generosity between all people! 

 

Or…  Shoppers will fight over the last toy-of-the-moment at Target, the one that will be forgotten by New 

Year’s.  Families will agree to forgo their annual gathering because political differences are making things 

too tense.  Credit card balances will quadruple as people take to the shopping mall and Amazon.com to 

show their love and manage their anxiety. 

 

It’s easy to get cynical.  Maybe especially this year, as reports of hate crimes are up.  But every year there 

are people who have just lost their jobs or their marriage or their health.  What hope does Christmas have 

in the face of the evening news, in the face of real life? 

 

But the angels came to the shepherds with the promise, “Good will to all.”  The shepherds were poor 

workers living in an occupied land, with little hope for change.  And still the angels proclaimed that there 

would be good will for all people. 

 

So instead of being cynical, or anxious, or avoidant, what if we focused our energy on creating good will in 

the world?  What if we focused good will particularly on those situations that most make us avoidant / anx-

ious / cynical?  The phrase would work particularly well as a mantra for the next month:  deep breath in, 

“Good will to all”, big breath out.  We could be the very angels the world needs this season.  I’ve started a 

random list below of those places that might need our good will.  I’d love to hear your additions. 

 

Good will to the people who will be struggling to pay rent, never mind buy presents. 

 

Good will to the people who had all their Christmas preparations done before Thanksgiving. 

 

Good will to those who get outraged over Starbucks’ cups.  

 

Good will to people who only know Christmas as a holiday of consumption. 

 

Good will to those who will be alone – and don’t want to be – this Christmas. 

 

Good will to folks who have a perfect Christmas on Facebook. 

 

Good will to the person who took the parking space I was clearly waiting for. 

 

Good will to the people in retail who had to be at work midnight on Thanksgiving. 

 

Good will to the people who left Thanksgiving dinner to get in line for those sales. 

 

Good will to those who are overwhelmed with grief. 

 

Good will to those who celebrate a holy day other than Christmas this time of year. 

 

Good will to each and every one of us, as we seek to be beacons of good will to all of God’s children, 

throughout the earth. 

 

Peace, 

Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

Pastor’s Letter 
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   ADVENT & DECEMBER WORSHIP 
 

Worship with Communion 

Advent II:  Dec. 4 

We light the candle of peace and invite true peace into our hearts and lives.   

All are welcome to participate in the sacrament of Communion.  Spiritual nurture will be offered for children and youth. 

 

Worship and Cookie swap 

Advent III:  Dec. 11 

We light the candle of joy and experience the joy of this community.  Special music from a flute choir will add to our worship in 

honor of Art Day.  We will also celebrate new Advent decorations in memory of Lois Green. Junior choir will sing and Spiritual 

Nurture will be offered for all the children and youth, and our joy will be heightened by the Cookie Swap after worship! 

 

Advent Worship 

Advent IV:  Dec. 18 

We light the candle of love and prepare to welcome Love incarnate into the world.  The junior choir will sing out love, and Spiri-

tual Nurture will be offered for all children and youth.  The “Christmas Fund” special offering, which helps retired clergy facing 

financial needs, will be received from those who would like to participate. 

 

Intergenerational Pajama Carol Sing 

Dec. 25 

Wear your pajamas to church on Christmas Day!  In this shorter, simple service we will sing carols, hear stories, and be fed by the 

community of faith.   

 

New Year Communion 

Jan. 1 

Welcome the New Year in worship!  We will gather for a simple service to serve each other communion. 

 

Christmas Eve 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Saturday, Dec. 24, 7 pm – Intergenerational Candlelight Worship 

Lessons and carols to welcome Christmas.  We’ll circle the sanctuary with  

candlelight and the singing of Silent Night. 

 

 

Longest Night Service Wednesday, December 21, 7 P.M. 

In the night a light does shine.  We cannot always perceive it, it does not always warm us, and sometimes it even appears to flicker 

and threaten to go out.  But God’s presence in the midst of the world’s anguish does persist nonetheless. 

 

According to everything Hallmark tells us, this time of year is filled with family, celebration, delightful promise.  But in each of our 

lives, some time of darkness does come.  Perhaps that describes your life in the season of Advent 2016, or perhaps this time of 

year always brings up memories of painful holidays past.  Or perhaps you are like many people who, for no apparent reason at all, 

find this season overwhelming. 

 

But in the midst of discouragement, frustration, and pain there is hope.  Sometimes we find that hope in a friend, or a poem, or an 

early-morning walk; wherever we find it is a Holy place.  You are invited to gather in search of that hope through worship 

Wednesday evening, December 21, 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  Come for a short, simple service that will include special music.  

Come because you are hurting, come because you are healing, come to simply be present in supportive companionship to others 

who are in need.  For more information, please see Rev. Cindy. 
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Advent Christmas Cookie 
Swap & Sale 

Fellowship’s annual Christmas cookie swap and sale will be held on December 11th, 

immediately following worship.  An assortment of delicious home-made cookies will 

be offered for sale.  Gift bags and boxes will be available if you would like to put 

together a sweet treat for someone special. 

 

Participate as a “swapper” by donating a minimum of four dozen home-made cook-

ies, and receive one dozen free cookies in return.  If you’re interested in being a 

swapper, please see the sign-up in the Gathering Room or contact Deb  

Simmons (978-365-9711 or dlrmcgrath@comcast.net) for more information.   

Spiritual Nurture For Children And Youth Schedule 
 
This month, elementary, middle school and high school age youth gather at the second hymn on  

Dec. 4, 11 and 18. 

 

Nursery care is available every week.   

 

For more information, or to volunteer, contact Rev. Cindy (cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com,  

978-263-7387) 

Merrie Christmas Fair Shines Brightly Once Again 
 

This year’s Merrie Christmas fair was a tremendous success again, thanks to the talents, dedication, and generosity of 

so many.  The fair was busy throughout the day, and those crowds were full of smiles and often in awe of the won-

der of it all.  Town Hall was a true artisan fair itself, with table upon table of lovely, handcrafted items. The gorgeous 

greens sold out early, thanks to Anne Spalding’s dedication and talent.  Ann Marchmont’s team had record-breaking sales at the 

always popular knits and gifts table, which overflowed with soft and fuzzy treasures. The ornaments table was sparkling with hun-

dreds of creative ornaments, with thanks to Linda and Lizzy Morse, Gloria Roe, and Connie Brown who jumped in last min-

ute.  Mary Rowher and crew couldn’t keep up with the crowds, sometimes two deep, at the jewelry table. The men’s table, led by 

Paul DiPaolo, sold out of all their foods and most of their stunning handmade wooden gifts.  Baked goods were piled high and 

sold out once again keeping Julie Schoenfeld and Suzanne Boyden busy all day. 

Across the street, Deb Simmons created a real fantasy land at the Sugar Plum cafe, with the addition of a “Merrie Meals” bucket 

for kids that was a big hit. So many children sat with our fully-bearded Santa, thank you John Schoenfeld, with photos by expert 

Ginny Harris.  The children’s room was busy all day with Heidi Kidd and her own “kids” and friends being  helpful elves for the 

day.  Attic Treasures was expertly overseen by the dynamic duo of Gregg and Karen Hamlin, despite shoulder slings and 

crutches.  Again this year, all “leftovers” were donated to the Epilepsy Foundation resulting in very few items going to the 

dump   We don’t want to forget Rob Warwick who sold out of wreaths on fair day, and now has a lawn full of trees for us all to 

sell!  And last, but certainly not least, the Silent Auction with Mary Anne Vogel at the helm, continues to be the biggest fundraiser 

of all, bringing in over $13,000 this year on its own.  Special gratitude to Jennifer and Walker Royce, whose energy and dedication 

to publicity, and so much more, is the backbone of keeping the fair running smoothly.   

But more important than the  total dollars collected, was the collective UCCB community spirit that flooded out into our com-

munity.  This year’s fair not only showcased the handmade gifts of our creative congregation, but more than ever, we displayed 

with gusto the positive energy and welcoming spirit of UCCB!  Our church presented hospitality and welcome at its fin-

est.  Thank you, one and all, for making this fair a truly inspiring event!    

With gratitude, Jack Sullivan, Teresa Howie and Mary Pavlik 

Grand Total:  $26,915.00 
S E E  P A G E S  5  A N D  6  F O R  P H O T O S  

 

 

mailto:dlrmcgrath@comcast.net
mailto:cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com
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Heidi Kidd assisting children as they buy gifts for 

loved ones. 

Paul DiPaolo and Ron Vogel proudly pose at the 

Men’s Table 

Ralph Dement leaving Town hall. Ralph is 

vital to the set up of the fair. 

Ann Spalding behind the beautiful greens display 

 



 
P A G E  6  

C O N T .  F R O M  P A G E  5  

….and last, Attic Treasures. Always a very busy place. 

Above, children love the little ball on Santa’s hat. John Schoenfeld played Santa 

this year as well as the last two years. If we are lucky, he will come from  

Maine next year to play Santa Claus. 
A little girl tells Santa what she would like for  

Christmas. 

Grand Total:  $26,915.00! 

The busy jewelry table with Flo, Denise, Dianne, and Mary 
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On November 13th the youth participated in the 

church service and then some gave an account of 

the trip at the luncheon Combined with other 

churches, they served Christ by serving other 

people. 19 youth and 4 adults stayed in a church 

in Arlington near Washington DC. They were 

very busy helping make food for homeless people 

as well as serve at a kitchen. They also helped at a 

construction site transforming parks for Parks and 

People.   

 

Hilary Sturgis (pictured on the right), Ernie’s 

daughter, was the lead chaperone. Other chaper-

ones were Walker Royce, Laura Bourne,  and 

Paul Worthington-Berry. It was a fulfilling experi-

ence for all. 

 

 

Below, Emmet said he liked the feeling of community, helping people and 

especially working behind the scenes preparing the food. 

Spenser liked the washing of feet at the small group service the best. 

 

In the right hand corner Lisa shares her experience and pictured above 

her, Lindsey, tells her story. 

Youth Mission Trip  

Stockholders Luncheon  
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GENEROSITY SEASON  
GO, and Do The Same. UCCB has a rich history of 

responding to those in need - whether it’s a natural  

disaster, distant mission trip, or a local need, we  

reach out, learn more, and do what we can to help!   

   Acton Food Pantry, 

          Hats for the Homeless, 

      Christmas Stars, 

   Cradles to Crayons, and so much more 

 

This season we’ve been asked to reflect on that same spirit of generosity in our financial giving to the church.  We heard generos-

ity testimonies from Gloria Roe, Mary Pavlik, Jeff Glidden and Walker Royce. They all shared their personal stories of why they 

give to UCCB.  It’s different and unique for everyone – what’s your story ? 

Thank you to all 50 households that have submitted their annual commitment to the church already.  We have currently received 

pledges totaling $ 138,329.  We are hoping that another 30+ households will participate in the pledging practice of supporting the 

good work of UCCB in 2017. 

If you haven’t yet submitted a 2017 pledge, we hope you’ll consider doing so.  Pledge material was mailed the week of October 

23rd.  If you need an additional copy, please email pledge@boxboroughucc.org or pick up a hard copy at church.  We hope you’ll 

take time to ponder what the church and church mission and ministry means to you.   Once completed, feel free to: 

A.  Bring your pledge form to church and put in the offering plate 

B.  Mail your pledge form to the Church 

C.  Or, email any questions or your 2017 pledge to pledge@boxboroughucc.org 

With Blessings,   

Generosity Ministry Team  

-  Greit Dehandschutter, Jennifer Royce, Kate Sullivan, and Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

Nov. 27th—First day of Advent 

Above: Ralph and Diane Dement light the candle of Hope on the 

Advent wreath.  

 

On the right: James helps Rev. Cindy change the paraments on the 

pulpit from Ordinary time to Advent season. 

mailto:pledge@boxboroughucc.org
mailto:pledge@boxboroughucc.org
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December Birthday Blessings 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

Fred Batstone,  12/01 

Sandra Bourdeau ,  12/03 

Jennifer Shade,  12/04 

Kathy Mayo,  12/07 

Rebecca Rejto,  12/07 

Elspeth Vandegrift,  12/07 

Nathan Desrochers,  12/09 

Nathan Pieri,  12/11 

Cliff Stockley,  12/11 

Connie Brown,  12/13 

Frederick Jr. Crimins,  12/13 

Jamie Vandegrift,  12/14 

Sammy Lukas,  12/15 

Damon Abetz,  12/16 

John Bull,  12/16 

Tineke Vandegrift,  12/16 

Morgan Baum,  12/18 

Mary Pavlik,  12/18 

Elizabeth Brown,  12/18 

Alan Rohwer,  12/21 

Terry McHugh,  12/23 

Jennifer Royce,  12/23 

Jared Wilber,  12/25 

Elizabeth Morse,  12/27 

Justin Parkes,  12/28 

Skye Moir,  12/28 

 

Rev Cindy gives everyone the “high five” that went on the SHYG trip to Washington D.C. 
 



 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 

December 2016 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 

723 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


