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Vestry News    
    

What an incredible experience! TEAM ERNIE had 30 riders participating in a 270 mile bike ride from 

Boston College to Greenwich Connecticut to raise money for ALS research.    One tough ride!  Day 1 

had temperature over 85 degrees for most of the 105 mile ride from Boston College to U. 

Conn.   Day 2 started with 3 hours of “down pour” on the 90 mile route from Univ. of Connecticut to 

Univ. of New Haven.   Finally, Day 3, the 80 miles from Univ. of New Haven to Greenwich, was full of 

hills, just when your legs are the most fatigued!   It was also emotional, all of the ~300 riders and sup-

port teams were there because they had friends and family that were impacted by this hideous dis-

ease.  At the same time, it was inspiring to see people challenged, but not beaten by the disease, and 

feel the determination of the riders and crews that we must fund research to beat ALS!    Bunny and 

Ernie were with us at the starting line, finish line, and many of the stops in-between, with that famous 

Ernie “High 5” to keep us going.   TEAM ERNIE members from BCC, or with Boxborough roots, in-

cluded Matt Vogel, Ellen Hickey, Eric Michnovez, Ray Ritter, Kristen Jeena, Rich Grady, Eoin Horgan 

and Jim Howie   UCC member support, and others supporters of TEAM ERNIE have been incredibly 

generous! donating to date over $44,700!  What a great feeling to be able to support this worthwhile 

effort.  While these 3 days were tough for the riders, we get to go back and rest, while Ernie and oth-

ers that have ALS face it every day.   We need to beat this disease! 

 

Thank you again for your generous support.  GO TEAM ERNIE! 

Ellen, Eric and Jim   

 

PS. 

If you didn’t get around to it and still wish to contribute, the link is  http://tst.als.net/page.aspx?t=2367 

 

Team Ernie—Riding to Beat ALS 

http://tst.als.net/page.aspx?t=2367
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Pastor’s Letter 
 
Greetings Friends,  

 

Our summer worship services have been focusing on what we can learn about communication from some 

of Jesus’ teachings.  A few weeks ago I was focusing on the importance of careful listening, using some word 

puzzles to remind us to pay careful attention to the beautiful “puzzle” represented by every person we talk 

to.   

 

These puzzles are definitely not “Royce level”, but they were harder to solve when you had to rely on hear-

ing rather than reading.  I’m sure you would have gotten them quickly… 

 

How much dirt is in a round hole that is seven feet deep, with a diameter of 4.5 feet? 

 

You are hiking with a friend in the deep woods of northern Canada. A cold front quickly approaches and 

you find cover behind a sheltered boulder. A fire will be necessary if you are to survive the storm. In your 

pack you have only one match, a candle, a tightly wound ball of birch bark and a roll of toilet paper. Which 

would you light first?   

 

What occurs once in a minute and once in an hour, but never in a second? 

 

A girl who was just learning to drive went down a one-way street in the wrong direction, but didn’t break 

the law.  How come?  

 

A cat jumped out the window of a 30 story apartment building and lived. How?   

 

I’ll be back from vacation on Aug. 6.  Let me know if you solved them – no Googling!  I look forward to 

listening to talk about your summer adventures. 

 

Peace, 

 

Rev. Cindy 
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      Summer Worship Schedule 

 

This summer joint worship with South Acton Congregational Church (SACC) continues.  Worship location shifts to UCCB on 

July 30. 

 

July 30.  Worship shifts to UCCB.  Rev. Liz preaching.  Nursery care provided. 

 

Aug. 6.  Worship at UCCB, with Rev. Liz preaching. Nursery care provided. 

 

Aug. 13.  Worship at UCCB, with Rev. Cindy preaching.  Nursery care provided. 

 

Aug. 20.  Worship at UCCB, with Rev. Cindy preaching.  Nursery care provided. 

 

Aug. 27.  Final combined worship at UCCB, with Rev. Liz preaching. Nursery care provided. 

 

Sept. 3.  On this Sunday of Labor Day weekend, we celebrate intergenerational communion.  No nursery care – all 

ages worship together.  

 

Summer Worship and Pastoral Coverage 
 
As is our custom, we will be sharing summer worship with South Acton Congregational Church, a beautiful ecumenical partnership.  

Up through July 23 worship has been at SACC; July 30 we shift to UCCB.  Sept. 3 both churches return to their own settings.   

 

SACC has welcomed an interim pastor, Rev. Liz Magill.  She was the founder of Worcester Fellowship, the outdoor church by and 

for people experiencing homelessness in the Worcester area.  

 

Cindy and Liz also provide pastoral coverage for each other during the summer.  For more details and updates, see the Flash or 

contact the church office. 

Souvenirs of Summer Adventures for Rally Day 
 
The next couple of months will be full of summer adventures – camp, beach, travel, relaxation, 

gardening – bring it all with you to Rally Day on Sunday, Sept. 10!  Plan on wearing a t-shirt that 

represents your summer fun.  And bring a bit of summer water with you – from the beach, the 

fountain in the foreign city, the garden hose.  We will gather our water together on Rally Day as 

we begin a new church year! 
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Sing with the Senior Choir 
 

Have you found yourself singing in the car over the summer? Or on the porch, or to old  

familiar songs that Alexa plays for you?  It puts you in such a good mood doesn't it? 

 

Every Tuesday night starting in September, the Sr. Choir experiences that as well as the 

feeling of belonging to that incredible group of people.   

 

If you enjoy singing and would like to join us- we'd love to have you!  Just email Cindy 

Blanchard (director) at: Cblanchard@comcast.net  and we'll have a folder ready for you 

in September.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Neighborhood Outreach at Boxborough Harvest Fair 
 

Let’s show our neighbors our radical hospitality at the Boxborough Harvest Fair on Sept. 9!  We’re go-

ing to do more than a one-time animal blessing this year:  we’ll have a booth on the Town Hall side of 

the street and offer animal blessings throughout the day, as well as highlighting other aspects of our min-

istry.  We’d love volunteers to help spread the welcome!  Please let Rev. Cindy know if you’re interest-

ed (cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com). 

Celebrating Graduates 
 
We join students and families in celebrating the milestone of graduating from high school or college!  If we missed your / your 

child’s graduation, please let us know and we’ll share the news with the congregation in the September Vestry News. 

 

 Caroline Loverud graduated from Acton Boxborough Regional High School and will be attending Quinnipiac University. 

 

 Lisa Kidd graduated from Acton Boxborough Regional High School and will be attending Ithaca College. 

 

 Sarah Griffith graduated from Nashoba Regional High School and will be attending University of Vermont. 

 

 Kelsey Bourne graduated from University of New Hampshire 

 

 Caity Erickson graduated from Colorado State with a masters in animal medicine 

 

 Amanda Sidwell graduated from Lehigh University. 

 

Congratulations and best wishes! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Cblanchard@comcast.net
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Ornament Table Needs Crafters 
 

The Christmas Ornament/Decoration Table coordinators are seeing people to make items 

over the summer.  You may be working on something now  That’s great!.     If not, we have a 

few ornament kits available.   Interested?   Please contact Gloria Roe: 978-264-0052 or email  

gloria.roe@comcast.net or Linda Morse at 978-266-2836.   

September 24th -- Save the Date! 
 
The Church’s annual Neighborhood Barbeque will be held this year on Sunday, September 24th, from 4:00 – 6:00 PM.  

 

Everyone is enthusiastically invited to join in the fun as we …  

 share a delicious meal outdoors on the church lawn in the beautiful autumn weather  

 get better acquainted with our neighbors who live near the Church  

 meet and greet people who have moved to Boxborough during the past year 

 play some fun games like Corn Hole and a jumbo version of Jenga 

 enjoy special entertainment for the children 

 welcome everyone into our Church community 

 have a great time! 

 

We hope everyone will be able to attend this exciting event! 
 

The Merrie Christmas Fair ! 
 

Saturday, November 18, 2017 

9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 
 

Fair Chairs Mary Pavlik and Teresa Howie and looking for a third to lead this wonderful communi-

ty event, It’s not too early to start thinking about how you could get involved and support this special 

event. 

 

The individual Table Chairs are underway in their planning.  You might start thinking about what service 

or item you could donate to the Silent Auction, or what you might knit, build, or create for the Knit 

Gifts, Men’s and Ornament tables!   

 

If you missed Spring cleaning season at your house, perhaps Summer cleaning is underway to discov-

er Attic Treasures for someone else.  If you have no space between now and November to store 

Attic Treasure items, feel free to contact Gregg Hamlin to discuss storage options: 978-263-9238 

or gham98@yahoo.com 

 

Stay tuned for more updates and ways in which you can get involved. For now, if you have any questions or new ideas, please con-

tact Mary Pavlik at mary.j.pavlik@gmail.com or Teresa Howie at howietennis@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

mailto:gloria.roe@comcast.net
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Spiritual Nurture Sunday 

Juliet Bull (above) and Caroline Loverud (right) both were 

recipients of the Eleanor Voorhies and Doris Custance 

scholarships funds for healthcare fields. 

Below, the 2nd graders receive their bibles 

Lincoln does the Children's message on  

Spiritual Nurture Sunday. (left) 
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The congregation blessed both the youth and the Adult Mission trip groups that will be heading north, one to 

Vermont, the other to Maine. A special blessing for Ernie who has been a essential part of the youth group for 

many years. 

Twenty youth and 4 adults are poised and ready for another great experience. This time to Rutland, Vermont. 
 

Vermont Bound 
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Notes from Finance 
 

We hope you are enjoying the exciting activities and beautiful weather of the summer. While many of us are enjoy-

ing some rest and relaxation or travel to faraway places this summer, the expenses of running the church continue. 

Even if you’re not able to attend the worship services each week, your Finance Team would appreciate it very 

much if you could try to keep your pledge up to date during the summer months. You can either contribute online 

through this link to the church website, http://www.boxboroughucc.org/our-ministries/giving/give-online/ , drop off 

a check for the Collectors in their mailbox in the Vestry, or mail a check to the church, to the attention of the  

Collectors. Thank you so much!  

Reunion! 

On Saturday July 15 youth, chaperones, and parents from the many SHYG mission trips gathered to celebrate Ernie 

Fournier and his dedication to the youth all of these years.  In addition to these week-long service trips, Ernie orga-

nized opportunities for youth to serve at Arlington Street Church suppers and Boston CityReach. They shared food, 

hugs, and music by the Saturdays and the Coffee House Trio. It was a moving day and a wonderful chance to reconnect 

with Ernie and the community of young adults he has energized and inspired over the last twelve years. 

 

 

 

http://www.boxboroughucc.org/our-ministries/giving/give-online/
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July/August Birthday Blessings 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

Wishing the July birthdays a Happy 
Belated one! 

Paula Grieco,  07/03 

Virginia Haskins,  07/03 

Teresa Howie,  07/04 

Richard Lane,  07/05 

Linda Morse,  07/05 

Christopher Loughlin,  07/06 

Debra Simmons,  07/12 

Tracey Sierra,  07/14 

Jacob Whitcomb,  07/14 

Susie Allen,  07/18 

Jake Dwight,  07/19 

Mark Whitcomb,  07/21 

Denise Parkes,  07/22 

Cheryl DiPaolo,  07/23 

Todd Brown,  07/24 

Marcia Nelson,  07/24 

Victoria Nelson,  07/24 

Megan Foley,  07/27 

Dena Caradimitropoulo,  07/28 

Brendan Abetz,  07/29 

Nancy Stillman,  07/29 

Lara Caradimitropoulo,  07/31 

Ernie Fournier,  08/02 

Scott Smyers,  08/02 

Martha Ikerd,  08/03 

Karen Wilber,  08/05 

Rylee Maruskin,  08/05 

Juan Sierra, 08/06 

Maggie Loughlin, 08/08 

Kevin Lyons,  08/08 

Ken Whitcomb, 08/09 

Joseph Camara,  08/11 

Paul Desrochers, 08/11 

Brendan Lyons, 08/14 

Peggy Boyden,  08/15 

Gordon Johnson,  08/17 

Sandy Connor,  08/21 

Kelsey Bond,  08/22 

David Roberts, 08/22 

Robert Schoenfeld, 08/22 

Nicolette Wellington, 08/22 

Rachel Lane ,  08/23 

Gloria Roe,  08/23 

Walker Royce,  08/23 

Chris DeLise,  08/24 

Emily Deyst,  08/26 

Carol Dionne,  08/27 

Phyllis Foss,   08/28 

Karen Hamlin,  08/30 

 

 
 
 

The Royce’s have been updating the front lawn sign with weekly 

messages and promotion for all our main events for a few years. 

Would someone be interested in sharing this task?  It’s a nice 

way to connect with the community.  We could split the task by 

months or quarters (it is an all-weather, timely task).  If you are 

interested enough to hear more, please email Jennifer at  

jenroyce23@gmail.com 

S I G N ,  S I G N ,  E V E R Y W H E R E  A  S I G N … … .  

 

mailto:jenroyce23@gmail.com


 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 

July/August 2017 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 

723 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


