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Our Helpful Mission Trippers 
Above, the adults are pictured in Cherryfield, Maine after putting in a full day of work.  

Below, the youth are headed to Washington DC. for  another great experience.  
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Pastor’s Letter 
Greetings Friends, 

 

It’s been a long, hard summer.  Not for me, or my 

family.  Not for our church community, particularly.  

But for the world.  The killing of African American 

men and police officers.  Religious extremism entic-

ing disturbed individuals to commit terrible vio-

lence.  Political conflicts half a world away that 

could send ripples right to our shores.   

 

Sometimes I think we should stop watching / read-

ing the news.  A group of us were discussing this 

option after worship last Sunday; mass media has 

taken “if it bleeds, it leads” to such an extent that 

watching the news can lead to secondary trauma.  

And if we keep clicking on the articles, they will 

keep publishing them, in a vicious media cycle. 

 

But isolation isn’t the answer either.  We need to 

pay attention in order to know where to put our 

money, our vote, our prayers.  What impacts one 

of us impacts us all. 

 

I try to choose my media carefully, paying attention 

to the agenda of a particular news organization 

(they all have them) and making sure I don’t drown 

in the images.  I often just read the words, rather 

than playing videos; I don’t want other people’s 

worst moments to become a sort of “trauma 

porn”. 

 

But it’s not just about the media.  It’s also about the 

conversations we have with each other, especially 

those with whom we might disagree.  It would be 

easy to make the same kind of choices as is avail-

able with the media – overdose on verbal battles or 

avoid topics at all costs.  I’m trying to go another 

way, seeking out friends and colleagues who I know 

see things differently, and wrestling with them to 

increase all of our understanding.   

 

Over the next few months, our country will be 

preparing for a presidential election.  And no doubt 

other current events will bring us challenge and 

disagreement.  My intention is that our faith com-

munity will be a place where we can bring these 

important topics for discussion, prayer and reflec-

tion.  We won’t avoid them.  But neither will they 

be our sole focus.  We will make space for dis-

agreement.  And we’ll practice positive communica-

tion skills.   

This is, after all, what Jesus did – he talked about 

occupation, economic oppression, religious division, 

abuse of power, victimhood, family feuds and over-

blown egos.  He got snippy and impatient, but re-

turned again and again to loving each other and 

sharing bread. 

 

I would appreciate hearing your thoughts.  When 

were you scared to go into a conversation that 

turned out to be wonderful?  What’s hardest for 

you when there is conflict?  What helps you to feel 

heard?  When have you found it hard to be honest 

at church?   

 

The church is part of a grant focused on training 

people (police, other town staff, the community) in 

anti-bias awareness.  This will be a great opportu-

nity to practice communication skills, and be a 

“hospitality beacon to the community” around a 

critical issue (see news release on page 3 in this 

Vestry News). 

 

We come here to practice being human, with God 

forgiving our missteps and blinders, supporting our 

experiments and our vulnerable moments.  The 

world needs us to do this work, right here right 

now!  I’m so glad to be doing it with you. 

 

Peace, 

Rev. Cindy 
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C O N T .  O N  N E X T  P A G E  

 Worship Schedule 
We continue our summer tradition of collaborating with South Acton Congregational Church (SACC) for worship!  

 In August, we gather at 9:30 am at 35 School Street in Acton. 

 
Aug. 7.  Worship at SACC, with Rev. Cindy preaching. 

 

Aug. 14.  Worship at SACC, with Karen Hodges preaching. 

 

Aug. 21.  Worship at SACC, with Rev. Cindy preaching. 

 

Aug. 28.  Worship at SACC, with Rev. Cindy preaching. 

 

Sept. 3.  On this Sunday of Labor Day weekend, we return to worship at UCCB.  Join us for outdoor communion! 

 

Get Ready to Rally! 
 

Rally Sunday is Sept. 11!  This intergenerational service will be full of celebration, with a special gift for the new church 

year.  Choose a t-shirt to wear that reflects something about your summer adventures. Students of all ages are encour-

aged to bring their backpacks for a blessing.  We’ll register children for Spiritual Nurture and finish the morning with an 

ice cream social! 

 

On this 15th anniversary of the Sept. 11th attacks, we will also honor the helpers in our community, first responders like 

firefighters, police officers, EMTs.  Watch the Flash and next Vestry News for more details. 

Grant 
 

UCC Boxborough is the lead organization on an anti-bias training grant recently awarded to Boxborough.  Several members of 

UCCB (including Rev. Cindy) are part of the Fostering Racial Justice Group, the organization that will be implementing the grant.  

The press release below has appeared in local newspapers this summer.  Stay tuned for more! 

 

 

Anti-Bias Training in Boxborough and Carlisle 

BOXBOROUGH, MA, JULY 1, 2016 -- Fostering Racial Justice Group (FRJG), United Church of Christ Boxborough (UCCB), 

Boxborough Well-Being Committee, and Boxborough Town leadership will receive funds from CHNA 15 to provide anti-bias and 

racial justice training for all Boxborough town employees, Carlisle police officers, and the Boxborough community. 

 Individuals from Acton, Boxborough, Groton, and Littleton formed Fostering Racial Justice Group in response to growing 

concern about racial justice.  Members of this group reached out to Boxborough police chief, Warren Ryder, Carlisle police chief, 

John Fisher, and the Boxborough Well-Being Committee.  These meetings led to a grant request from CHNA 15 – a partnership 
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C O N T .  F R O M  P G .  3 — A N T I - B I A S  T R A I N I N G … … … . . .  

Summer Pledging 
 

We hope you are enjoying a beautiful summer with family, friends, and a new rhythm, 

readings and reflections!  Have you wondered how to maintain your pledging during this 

busy summer season? As alternatives to placing your contribution in the offertory plate, 

please consider these options: 

  

1. Mail your check(s) to the church when convenient. 

2. Visit http://www.boxboroughucc.org/ and select the “Giving” drop-down menu.  Then select the “Give Online” option and fol-

low the instructions to donate to honor your pledge.  You may use this option to pay on a one-time basis or set up a profile to 

establish recurring transactions.  (Some families use this option year-round.)  There is a transaction fee each time so consider 

fewer payments for larger amounts to avoid those fees.   

3. Swing by the church during office hours and deliver to Heather Delaney for safe keeping.   

  

Did you know that you may drop your contribution in the offertory plate either at UCC Boxborough (UCCB) or at 

South Acton Congregational Church (SACC) during summer worship? If you place a check in the offertory at SACC 

(made out to UCCB), it will be delivered to UCC Boxborough promptly and vice versa for members of SACC while  

at a service at UCCB.  Cash placed into the offertory is retained by each respective host church. 

  

Thank you for your many contributions to the mission and vitality of our church.  Wishing you a beautiful, blessed summer! 
  

Finance Team - Paul Brookes, Dave Pavlik, Kellie Senghas and Cindy Warwick 

between the Department of Public Health, community organizations and citizens that provide funding for community-based preven-

tion and health promotion initiatives in twelve surrounding towns.  “Our officers are doing a great job supporting the safety of all 

Boxborough residents,” said Chief of Police, Warren Ryder.  “We are participating in these trainings because we want people to 

know that we are always looking for ways to improve our policing, we’re expanding our cultural competencies, and we’re working 

to address implicit bias.” 

 “We are thankful for the funding of this timely initiative and appreciate the opportunity to move closer to members of our 

community through this training. Our police officers are forward thinking and recognize this is a time we should be looking for solu-

tions in the midst of the recent tragedies,” commented Carlisle police Chief, John Fisher. 

 The grant will help Boxborough meet one of the strategies in their Master Plan – Strategy 2.1.1, offer diversity and anti-

bias trainings for the community – that was recently approved by the town.  Additional benefits to the community include a possible 

reduction in town insurance and helping to address potential institutional barriers that may negatively impact people of color. 

 UCCB is the fiscal sponsor for the grant and Cindy Worthington-Berry, their pastor, is a member of FRJG.  “Working on 

bias and addressing racial injustice is hard work, but will make us a stronger community in the long run,” said Cindy Worthington-

Berry.  “We’re pleased to participate in this work and to support the community in this growth.” 

 FRJG meets regularly at the Boxborough Sargent Memorial Library. 

For more information, contact FRJG at www.fosteringracialjustice.weebly.com. 

http://www.boxboroughucc.org/
http://www.fosteringracialjustice.weebly.com
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Summer Prayer 
 

Holy one, I give you thanks. 

I give you thanks for this day and this time: 

for “ true blue sky”, ( as e . e. cummings would say) 

for our morning walk…sunflowers bordering the path, left and right. 

 

I give you thanks for yesterday: 

for Small Farm(s)- 

 of flowers to be picked. 

 sunflowers, with dark faces and yellow bonnets; tall and lovely. 

 other varieties in all shapes and sizes, a symphony of color. 

 

I give you thanks for the small tent in the middle of the field, 

sheltering the picnic table and it’s nasturtium centerpiece, over-flowing with red blooms, 

for children picking bouquets, 

for the photos of them posing under the tent with  the nasturtium centerpiece and their bouquets: 

 for the first local corn just ripe today, already! 

for the farm offering apple cider donuts and ripe blueberries, plump and ready to eat, 

for home where we return, the kitchen table: gathering place, eating place; playing place, praying place, painting place, loving 

place, conversation place, resting place. 

 for homes we can help make possible for others…. 

for our daily bread to eat and to share. 

     --- 

For this time to pause, breathing in and breathing out, 

snapshot of summer at its best. 

  Amen. 

 

 

Nicolette 

July 19, 2016 

The Master Plan Team thanks you all for participating in the NorthStar process 

which culminated with the Visioning Meeting on May 1st.  Your enthusiasm and sup-

port throughout the process provides us with the incentive to work toward realiz-

ing our Church's mission.  In June’s Vestry News, The Master Plan Team submitted a 

report to the congregation which presented the results of the Visioning Meeting and 

provided information on our "next steps."   If you have not seen this report you can 

click here or pick up copy in the main entrance of the church. 

http://www.boxboroughucc.org/wp-content/uploads/Master-Plan-Team-Report-June-28-2016.pdf
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Spiritual Nurture Sunday  

 

 Above: Cindy and Rob are presenting the youth with 

their bibles: Maya , Avery , Alex, Tim, and Torbin  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the left: The congregation congratulates two high 

school graduates: Emily Shade and Jonny Bourne 
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Blessing the 19 youth and 4 adults before they head on the mission trip to DC. 

Isobel has been in the junior choir for 3 years. Avery and Maya came from out of state last year and joined the 

junior choir with enthusiasm. 

S P I R I T U A L  N U R T U R E  S U N D A Y  C O N T .  
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Tabatha and Jo Deupree from EFAC. Sheila Kelly, also with the EFAC, gave a short presentation 

with Jo but does not appear in photo. 

Our most “senior” of the junior choir;  

Jessica Shade and Brendan Abetz. 

A “thank you” said with flowers to Gloria for all of her work 

with the junior choir. 

EFAC Visit -July 21st 
Tabatha is one of eight students 

our church supports through 

EFAC (Education for All Chil-

dren). She told us about her life in 

Kenya, her home and education, 

and how our financial and emo-

tional support has helped. She 

received a scholarship to Phillips 

Academy in Andover and is cur-

rently enrolled in their summer 

program. 

S P I R I T U A L  N U R T U R E  S U N D A Y  C O N T .  
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August Birthday Blessings 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

Ernie Fournier,  08/02 

Scott Smyers,  08/02 

Martha Ikerd,  08/03 

Karen Wilber,  08/05 

Juan Sierra, 08/06 

Maggie Loughlin, 08/08 

Kevin Lyons,  08/08 

Ken Whitcomb, 08/09 

Joseph Camara,  08/11 

Paul Desrochers,  08/11 

Brendan Lyons,  08/14 

Peggy Boyden,  08/15 

Gordon Johnson,  08/17 

Sandy Connor,  08/21 

Kelsey Bond,  08/22 

David Roberts,  08/22 

Robert Schoenfeld,  08/22 

Nicolette Wellington,  08/22 

Rachel Lane,  08/23 

Gloria Roe, 08/23 

Walker Royce,  08/23 

Chris DeLise,  08/24 

Emily Deyst ,  08/26 

Carol Dionne,  08/27 

Phyllis Foss,  08/28 

Karen Hamlin,  08/30 

Mark your FALL Calendar for the  

following events: 
 

Boxborough Harvest Fest/UCCB Blessing of the 

Animals – September 10 

UCCB Rally Day -  September 11 

UCCB Neighborhood BBQ -  September 25 

Merrie Xmas Fair—November 19th!!!!! 

Christmas in June, July and August…. 
 

The Christmas Decoration Table needs crafters over the summer months.   We 

are looking for people to make ornaments and holiday decorations.   We have 

ornament kits available that you can pick up after Church in the Gathering Room 

on June 12 & June 19.  If you have ornament ideas, please share with us and you 

are welcomed to work on it at home.  Interested?   Please contact Gloria Roe 

978-264-0052-email gloria.roe@comcast.net or Linda Morse at 978-266-2836.   

 

mailto:gloria.roe@comcast.net


 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 

August 2016 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 

723 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


