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Vestry News    
 

  Maundy Thursday 
 

Thursday, April 13, at 6 pm, join the Deacons for a 

simple soup supper in the Gathering Room, then at 7 

pm experience Maundy Thursday worship in the Sanc-

tuary including hand washing, communion, and the 

extinguishing of candles. 

 

The word “Maundy” means Commandment – on Maundy Thursday we focus on Jesus’ commandment 

to love one another (John 13:34).  Jesus modeled that commandment by washing his disciples’ feet and 

sharing the Passover meal with them; we wash each other’s hands and share communion instead. 

Maundy Thursday worship will also include Tenebrae, from the Latin word for “darkness”.  As readings 

are shared, candles are extinguished, until the last candle – the “Christ candle” – will be carried out of 

the Sanctuary, symbolizing Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross and his burial in the tomb.  In recogni-

tion of the physical and emotional pain that the service represents, participants leave in silence, such a 

contrast to the greetings and celebration we typically share on Sunday morning. As with all worship at 

UCCB, every aspect of the service is open to anyone who desires to participate; those present are also 

free to refrain from participating in any part of the service that does not speak to their tradition, or to 

their heart. 

 

Easter Vigil 
Can you watch one hour?  We begin at 7 p.m. on Saturday, April 15 and conclude at 6 a.m. on Easter 

Sunday, April 16 just in time for Easter Sunrise Worship!  Participants are invited to pray, meditate, 

listen to music, read… whatever would make this time sacred.  The Easter Vigil is an old tradition that 

has renewed meaning for us today as we discover the need to slow down and reflect in the midst of 

our busy lives.  The Sanctuary is a special place when the world outside is asleep and the inside is filled 

with candlelight, music, and peace.  You are encouraged to bring a non-perishable food pantry contri-

bution with you, so that our meditative time might reach out into the world.  Please sign up in the 

Gathering Room or with Rev. Cindy at cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com 

 

mailto:cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com
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Pastor’s Letter 
 

Greetings Friends, 

 

Do not be afraid.  There is a (debatable) adage that the bible includes some version of that phrase 365 

times, one for each day of the year.  Regardless of the exact number of times, it’s clear that scripture is 

full of “Fear nots” and “Have no fear”. 

 

This year’s assigned scripture text for Easter, from Matthew, includes one of those instances of “Do not 

be afraid” (you’ll have to come to worship on Easter Sunday for the context).  I’m really glad that this 

phrase shows up on Easter this year.  Because fear has been a prevalent theme these last few months. 

 

All over social media people are talking about their fears.  Sometimes these are productive conversations:  

people honestly sharing their concerns, leaning on each other, coming up with plans for action.  Too of-

ten, the fear comes out as anger, and becomes a barrier between people. 

 

At a UCC gathering a few weeks ago (I wasn’t there but heard this story), participants were asked to 

write on a card what holds them back from boldly sharing Jesus’ message of revolutionary, justice-seeking 

love.  Out of 532 responses, 213 responses included the word “fear”.  Which makes sense:  we know fear 

is the opposite of love, so it’s not surprising that fear keeps us from speaking up and acting out on behalf 

of love. 

 

But, of course, some of us have some real reasons to be afraid:  in nearby Lowell, schoolchildren are ex-

pressing their anxiety about Immigration and Custom Enforcement Officers sending them or their parents 

away, and threats against our Jewish and Muslim siblings are on the rise.  We can’t dismiss their fears.  

 

Of course, we can offer them – and each other – scripture’s proclamation:  Do not be afraid.  But the 

words aren’t enough.  We must follow them with action, proving to each other that there we don’t need 

to be afraid, because we are going to work together for compassion and justice.  Maybe that’s volunteer-

ing at an ICE detention center, or learning more about another religious tradition, or speaking out when 

we hear Islamaphobic comments.  After all, in scripture, the words “Do not be afraid” weren’t the end of 

the story:  they were usually the beginning, the beginning of an angel’s presence, or a baby’s birth, or a 

resurrected life. 

 

That’s the message of Easter.  The powers-that-be tried to silence Jesus, end his disruptive behavior, de-

stroy his movement.  But through God’s all-powerful love, the opposite happened:  Jesus’s movement 

grew, others followed in his footsteps, and our own voices raise in an unending “Alleluia”.   

 

So, do not be afraid.  But do not be passive either.  May the Easter spirit flow through us all, so that we 

can chase fear from the world, and fill it with love. 

 

Peace, 

 

Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 
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      April Worship Schedule 
 

April 2 - Palm Sunday.  Once again we are separating Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday, so we can focus 

on more of the story of Jesus’ last week.  And so on this Sunday two weeks before Easter we remember 

the story of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  We’ll wave some palms of our own during this joyful 

service, and the Junior Choir will sing.  And we will celebrate the baptism of Rylee Sue Maruskin, daughter 

of Amy and Adam, granddaughter of Marlee and Dave Roberts.  We’ll celebrate communion on April 9,  

Passion Sunday. 

 

April 9 – Passion Sunday.  As we begin Holy Week, we remember the story of Jesus’ desertion, betrayal, trial and death.  As 

we reflect on the valley Jesus walked through, we see parallels with our own.  We will share the sacrament of communion, with 

Deacons serving us in our seats.  Our music throughout worship will be provided by our talented church musician, Joe Camara. 

 

April 13 - Maundy Thursday Soup Supper (6 pm) and Worship (7 pm).  In this Holy Week, we gather to face the dark-

ness in Jesus’ story, in our world, and in our own lives.  The Deacons will host a soup supper before worship in the Gathering 

Room.  Our service in the sanctuary will include communion, handwashing, and the extinguishing of candles.  See more informa-

tion on the front page of this newsletter. 

 

April 15 - 16 – Easter Vigil.  From 7 pm on Saturday night until 6 am on Sunday morning, folks are invited 

to “watch one hour” in the sanctuary.  See more information on the front page of this newsletter, and sign up 

in the Gathering Room. 

 

April 16 - Sunrise Worship, 5:45 am.  Greet the sun on Easter morning with worship at North Cemetery 

(at the intersection of Middle Road and Hill Road).  Following worship, a delicious breakfast will be served in 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

April 16 - Easter Worship.  At 9:30 in the Sanctuary, all ages join together for worship full of celebra-

tion and joy.  We will flower the Easter cross and enjoy special music.  Easter egg hunt to follow! 

 

April 23 – Guest preacher.  Rev. Tom Nalesnik returns to lead worship while Rev. Cindy is on vacation. 

 

April 30.  For the Beauty of the Earth.  Let’s celebrate Earth Day with a special Word for All 

Ages by Jennifer Royce, and music by the Junior Choir.  We will also hear the collaborative music of 

our Senior Choir and their counterparts from First Parish in Berlin!  After worship, we head right 

to the Fellowship Hall for the Visioning Meeting (see more information on page 5 in this 

newsletter). 

 

 

BRAZILIAN CHURCH 
 

We are sorry to share the sad and surprising news that Assembleia de Deus 

Missao, the Brazilian satellite congregation renting space at UCCB, has ended 

their effort at creating a congregation in Boxborough.  Their attendance re-

mained very small, even after valiant efforts from their leadership.  We en-

joyed getting to know the leaders of ADM, and will miss them.  We send 

prayers of support to their very vibrant ministry in Lowell. 
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2017 Music Sunday Concert 
May 7 at 4:30PM 

INVITATION FOR SINGERS AND MUSICIANS!  This year the annual Music Sunday Con-

cert is scheduled for Sunday afternoon, May 7 at 4:30 pm.  Mark your calendars for this special 

concert in the Spring!   Musicians and singers of all ages are invited to perform a selection of their 

choice.  Here is an opportunity to perform a solo, duet, or more!  Involve the entire family to 

play an instrument and/or sing a song together.  Invite your musical friends to join in the fun.  All 

are welcomed! Signup sheet will be in the Gathering Room.  For more information about how 

you can participate in this special musical program, contact Gloria Roe 978-264-0052 ,  

Gloria_roe@comcast.com  

 

Usher & Greeter Workshop 
After Worship, April 2 

On Sunday, March 12, we had a mini workshop after worship for the entire congregation reviewing the importance of extrava-

gant welcome and hospitality and what that means and might look like for everyone. 

 

We have also created a more in-depth session for individuals that participate in the role of Greeter or Usher or wish to be a part 

of this important ministry in the year ahead.  We’re offering this one hour session on April 2.  The information is uplifting, infor-

mative and helpful as we look at the critical role that these front line positions play in God’s welcome.   We'll spend time discuss-

ing possible scenarios and different approaches. 

 

Sunday, April 2   –   10:45 – 12:00 pm    Fellowship Hall 

 

Feel free to contact Jennifer Royce with any questions about these activities or if you’re interested in being a part of the Vitality 

Team.   978-263-0707 or jenroyce23@gmail.com 

 

Renovation Food Drive  
 

On May 7 we will celebrate the newly reopened Acton Food Pantry (located in Boxborough) with a stock-the-shelves food 

drive!  See below for the pantry’s spring wish list. Please bring your contributions with you on May 7 (or earlier, but not until 

after Easter please).  The Acton Food Pantry is an incredible program, helping our neighbors week after week.  We’re glad to 

partner with them. 

 

 Spaghetti sauce 

Tomato paste 

Baked beans 

Tuna 

Cooking oil 

Cereal 

100% juice boxes 

Spaghetti O’s 

Canned fruit 

Jelly 

Boxed rice 

Baby wipes 

Tissues 

mailto:Gloria_roe@comcast.com
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Come sound off about our first North Star Vision concept on April 30th  

at the Congregational Visioning Meeting  
 

Winter is a time when many activities go into hibernation – but not for the Master Plan Team!  Throughout the winter we have 

continued to review building concepts with our architect, Maugel Architects, with the goal of presenting a proposed concept to 

the congregation for feedback at the Spring visioning meeting.  So far, we have reviewed six concepts and have asked Maugel to 

provide more detailed drawings of the one that best meets the  congregation’s priorities identified last year.  We have also con-

sidered input from outside stakeholders giving us a “community” outlook.   

 

We have analyzed and reviewed how well each concept meets the seven important themes identified by the congregation: 

 Outdoor welcome - a more welcoming entrance with lobby and reception.  

 Interior welcome - a defined and easy-to-follow way finding within the building.  

 Large gathering space - a space to accommodate around 100 seated people.  

 Small gathering spaces - 3-4 small meeting rooms.  

 Outdoor gathering space - an outside space designed for use by the congregation and members of the community.    

 Kitchen facilities - to support activities in the large gathering space. 

 Fellowship Hall - a plan for its future use. 

 

An upgrade to the historic building’s foundation will ensure we have a stable structure for future congregations – not something 

readily seen but deemed essential in all concepts. 

 

We plan to dedicate the Visioning Meeting  on April 30th to reviewing the current concept for feedback from the congregation.  

This presentation will show the new extended footprint of the Church’s facilities, the new internal arrangement of the historic 

building, a graphical rendering of the new building, and a rough estimate of cost.   

 

We look forward to seeing you at the Visioning Meeting and hearing your feedback on the proposed concept.  This is an impor-

tant event for the Church as it will have a direct impact on its future. 

 

Please join us in Fellowship hall after service on April 30th. Food and child care will be provided. 

 

Guy Marchmont 

Chair, Master Plan Team 

Household Goods Drive for Tylen  
A P R I L  2  A N D  9  

On April 2 and 9, we’re collecting items for Household Goods in memory of Tylen Cunningham, a little boy with a big heart!  

Please join us by bringing items with you to worship, and adding them to the box in the sanctuary. 

 

Household Goods is an amazing resource, donating furniture and household items, free of charge, to help people in need to 

make a home.  The items below are on their “most wanted” list! 

 

 
Kitchen sponges 

Dish towels 

Can openers 

Pot holders 

Measuring cups 

Measuring spoons 

Spatulas 

Large spoons 

Cooking utensils 
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Catherine Michael led the retreat. 

Women’s Retreat 2017 
 

UCCB celebrated its 40th Anniversary of Women’s Retreats at 

the Rolling Ridge Conference & Retreat Center in N. Andover, 

MA the weekend of March 17-19.   Twenty women gathered 

for this special weekend, including 2 women who were at the 

1977 retreat:  Gloria Roe and Denise Parkes.  Catherine  

Michael led the retreat Prayers from the HeART.  The weekend 

introduced a variety of creative and lovely ways to walk closer 

with God and reminded us that we are created in the image of 

God.  We were offered many activities to go deeper as well as 

enjoy each other’s company at meals, free time and game 

time.  We concluded the meaningful weekend with a beautiful 

communion service. 
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April Birthday Blessings 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

Eric Loverud,  04/02 

Spenser Worthington-Berry,  04/05 

Emily Glidden,  04/06 

Rod* Hodgman,  04/06 

Greg Turner,  04/06 

Haley Grieco-Page,  04/07 

Kenneth Morse,  04/07 

Brenda Lyons,  04/08 

Sarah Robertson,  04/08 

John Deyst,  04/10 

Pam Gardella,  04/11 

Shirley Warren,  04/16 

Ginny Harris,  04/17 

Karen Whitcomb,  04/18 

Nancy Warren,  04/19 

Jack Harry Habersaat,  04/20 

Jim Howie,  04/21 

Tim Dwight,  04/23 

Linda  Batstone,  04/25 

Griet Dehandschutter,  04/25 

Julie Schoenfeld,  04/25 

Peter Senghas,  04/26 

Linda Nichols,  04/27 

Ruth Cyr,  04/27 

Steven Louie,  04/27 

A Prayer in Spring 
 by Robert Frost 
 

Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers to-day;  
And give us not to think so far away  
As the uncertain harvest; keep us here  
All simply in the springing of the year.  
 
Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white, 
Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night;  
And make us happy in the happy bees,  
The swarm dilating round the perfect trees.  
 
And make us happy in the darting bird  
That suddenly above the bees is heard, 
The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill,  
And off a blossom in mid air stands still.  
 
For this is love and nothing else is love,  
The which it is reserved for God above  
To sanctify to what far ends He will, 
But which it only needs that we fulfil.  



 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 
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