
Prayer of Confession  — Lay Reader 
 One:  Strangers, foreigners, outsiders – 
   names we give those whose ways unsettle us,  
   or those we fear for changes they may bring. 
 All: O God, help us remember  
   that your people  
   were strangers, foreigners, outsiders  
   in Egypt, Canaan, and Babylonia. 
 
 One:  Strangers, foreigners, outsiders –  
   too often we ignore their wisdom  
   or discount their understandings. 
 All:  O God, help us remember 
   that the magi were outsiders 
   who came to honor Jesus  
   because of their insights. 
 
 One:  Strangers, foreigners, outsiders –  
   we define them as “other” 
   so we can keep our distance, 
   so we can withhold our empathy. 
 All:  O God, help us remember 
   there are no strangers, foreigners, or outsiders,  
   for you have made us all,  
   and in you we are all one. 

 
 One: Forgive us when we draw our circles in tightly 
   and forget that you are the maker of diversity here on earth,  
   and in the vast cosmos of galaxies and stars. 
   Amen. 
 

Words of Affirmation 
 One:  God brings together people of different nations,  
   different languages, different classes,  
   different ages, different viewpoints  
   and replaces division with forgiveness,  
   and conflict with love.  
   God forgives and loves you that you might be one with all. 
 All: Thanks be to God! Amen. 

Passing of the Peace 

 Please rise in body or in spirit to greet your neighbor with God’s peace. 

 We conclude the Passing of the Peace with the Song of Celebration. 

 

 One: God’s peace be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

 

*Song of Celebration  

 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing, Jesus, the light of the world; 

 Glory to the Christ-child bring, Jesus, the light of the world. 

 

 We will follow the light, beautiful light, 

 come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright; 

 Shine all around us by day and by night, 

 Jesus, the light of the world. 

 

Scripture Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Word for All Ages  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

*Hymn “God of Our Life” Red PH 97 

 

Reflection  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

Anthem We Three Kings of Orient Are —John H. Hopkins Senior Choir 

 Senior Choir   

 

Celebration of Communion         See Insert 

  

 

 
 
 
 



GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

Offering  

 Invitation to Generosity 
  Offertory Music     Jesus Rest Your Head     — J.J. Niles  
 *Sung Response “The Doxology” Red PH 514 
  You are invited to sing these words, or whatever version has most   
  meaning to you: 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
  Praise God, all creatures here below, 
  Praise God for all that love has done; 
  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
 *Prayer of Dedication 
 
 
*Closing Hymn As With Gladness Those of Old Black NCH 159 

 
Benediction   — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 
Choral Benediction                 Joy to the World                         — Georg F. Handel 

 

Postlude Crown of Thorns — Peter Tchaikovsky 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

You are invited to fellowship immediately after worship   

across the hall in our Gathering Room. 

 
ALLERGIES AT UCCB   
Please keep all Fellowship food in the Gathering Room.  There are several children in 
the Boxborough Children’s Center with peanut allergies, and we want to make sure we 
keep them safe and healthy.  Many thanks! 
 

SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS 
 

Greeters –  
Ushers – Mary Ellen Sweeney & Nancy Stillman 

Lay Reader – Steve Griffin 
Called to Care this Week – Ginny Haskins 

Deacon – Larry Shade 

 

 

JANUARY 7, 2018 

 

We shall find peace, 
We shall hear the angels, 

We shall see the sky 
Sparkling with diamonds. 

- Chekhov 
 
 

Prelude Medley of European Christmas Folk Tunes  
 

Welcome & Announcements   

 

Introit In the Bleak Midwinter — Gustav T. Holst  

 Senior Choir 
 

Call to Worship  — Lay Reader   
 One: A shining light has led us far – 
 All:  we have found the child of peace. 
 
 One:  Ancient songs have strengthened our spirits – 
 All:  we have seen the child of love. 
 
 One:  A gift of new life has dispelled our fears – 
 All:  we have held the child of hope. 
 
 One:  The cradle of straw has found our hearts – 
 All:  we shall journey with this child of joy. 
 

*Gathering Hymn Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing  Black NCH 160  

 (Jesus, the Light of the World) 
 

 
*Please rise as you are able 

 



Celebration of Communion 
 Joys and Concerns   
 Invitation to the Feast 

This is an open table; everyone is welcome. 
Deacons will serve you in your pews. 
We eat the gluten-free bread when we are served, 
a symbol of our individual relationship with God. 
We drink the cup of grape juice once we have been served, 
a symbol of our bonds as a community of faith.  

     Telling the Story 
     Communion Prayer and Jesus Prayer 
  We invite you to name God in whatever way has most meaning for you, 
  and say this prayer in the version that speaks to you the most. 
 
  Creator God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread, 
  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
  for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
     Sharing the Bread and Cup 
     Thanksgiving Prayer (Unison) 
 Thank you, God, for our hands; 
      stronger now to touch, reach, hold, serve. 
 Thank you, God, for our eyes;   
      clearly focused now to see deep needs and gifts  
      in all our brothers and sisters. 
 Thank you, God, for our tongues; 
      free now to speak your praise in love and joy. 
 Thank you, God, for our ears;  
      tuned now to the cries in our world  
      for bread and justice. 
 Thank you, God, for our feet;  
      running now with you!  Amen.  
 

 

 
 

 

 UCCB Mission Statement: 

  Welcoming All 

   Caring for the World 

   Growing in the Spirit 
 

 

COMMUNITY THIS WEEK 
 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

The annual Congregational Meeting will be held in The Community Center (previously 
known as Fellowship Hall) on January 28 immediately following the service. We will 
celebrate our generosity and present our 2018 budget for approval with a congregational 
vote. We will also provide a progress report from the Master Plan Team and the Capital 
Campaign Team. Finally, we will submit a new slate of candidates for UCCB officers and 
governance teams. Refreshments will be provided. We look forward to seeing everyone.  
Happy 2018!  Walker Royce, Moderator 
 

ADULT MISSION TRIP JULY 15—20TH, 2018  
You are invited to join us on our fourth Adult Mission Trip to Cherryfield, Maine, where 
we work in partnership with the Maine Seacoast Mission. Last summer’s trip was 
another resounding success and we are excited to be making a return trip. We’d love to 
have you join us! Maine Seacoast Mission was started in 1905 by two brothers who were 
both pastors who realized that the spiritual needs of the island residents of far Downeast 
Maine were not being met. Today Maine Seacoast Mission’s focus includes rural 
education and healthcare issues. While they provide a wide array of support services, 
they only utilize mission trip volunteers in their Housing Repairs Program. Downeast 
Maine has an old and decaying housing stock and the need for repairs and 
weatherization on these homes is constant. With the support of volunteers, Maine 
Seacoast Mission is able to help their most vulnerable neighbors. The UCCB has 
reserved several spots for this trip. We can always adjust this number later, so the more, 
the merrier! To join us you only need to be 18 or older (too “old” to participate in one of 
our youth mission trips). While this has been called a “hammer and nails” experience, all 
levels of physical ability and expertise are welcome. Feel free to check in with prior 
years’ mission trippers for a sense of the physical demands of the week. Please contact 
Peter or Kellie Senghas if you are interested in joining us or if you wish more information 
(psenghas@yahoo.com; ktsenghas@gmail.com; or 978-263-5508). 
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