
*Gathering Hymn “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” Red PH 232 

 
Prayer of Invocation See Insert — Lay Reader 
  

Passing of the Peace 
Please rise in body or in spirit to greet your neighbor with God’s peace. 

 We conclude the Passing of the Peace with the Song of Celebration. 
 
One: God’s peace be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

  

*Song of Celebration Weave        
We are marching in the light of God, 

we are marching in the light of God. (2x) 
We are marching, we are marching, 
we are marching in the light of God. 

  

Scripture Acts 2:1 - 17, excerpts 
 

Word for All Ages  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 
 

*Hymn “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” Black NCH 347 

 
Reflection  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 
 

Anthem Adiemus — Karl Jenkins 

 Senior Choir 

 

 

 

 

  

Celebration of Communion 
 Joys and Concerns   
 Invitation to the Feast 

  This is an open table; everyone is welcome. 
 Deacons will serve you in your pews.   
 We eat the gluten-free bread when we are served, 
 a symbol of our individual relationship with God. 
 We drink the cup of grape juice once all have been served, 
 a symbol of our bonds as a community of faith. 

 Telling the Story 
 Communion Prayer and Jesus Prayer 

  We invite you to name God in whatever way has most meaning for  
  you, and say this prayer in the version that speaks to you the most. 

 
   Creator God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread, 
   and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
   for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 Sharing the Bread and Cup 
  Thanksgiving Prayer (Unison) 
   Thank you, God, for our hands; 
    stronger now to touch, reach, hold, serve. 
   Thank you, God, for our eyes;   
    clearly focused now to see deep needs and gifts  
    in all our brothers and sisters. 
   Thank you, God, for our tongues; 
    free now to speak your praise in love and joy. 
   Thank you, God, for our ears;  
    tuned now to the cries in our world  
    for bread and justice. 
   Thank you, God, for our feet;  
    running now with you!  Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

Offering 
 Invitation to Generosity 
 Offertory Music What a Friend  —Samuel Wilson  

 *Sung Response “The Doxology” Red PH 514 
  You are invited to sing these words, or whatever version has most   
  meaning to you: 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
  Praise God, all creatures here below, 
  Praise God for all that love has done; 
  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
 *Prayer of Dedication  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 
*Closing Hymn “O God in Whom All Life Begins” Black NCH 401  
 

Benediction  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

Choral Benediction Won’t You Be My Neighbor? — Fred M. Rogers 

  

Postlude Postlude in D — Johann Rinck 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

You are invited to fellowship immediately after worship   

across the hall in our Gathering Room. 

 

 UCCB Mission Statement: 

  Welcoming All 

   Caring for the World 

   Growing in the Spirit 
 

 

SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS 
 

Greeters – Todd and Betty Waddington 
Ushers – Peter and Kellie Senghas 

Lay Reader – Steve Griffin 
Called to Care this Week – Heidi Matthew 

Deacon – Jennifer Royce 

 

JUNE 4, 2017 

 

In everyone’s life, at some time, our inner fire goes out. 
It is then burst into flame by an encounter 

with another human being. 
We should all be thankful for those people 

who rekindle the inner spirit. 
- Albert Schweitzer 

 
 

Prelude Catilina in D  — William C. Steere 
 

Welcome & Announcements  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 
Introit Alleluia — William Boyce 

 Senior Choir 

 

Call to Worship  — Lay Reader 
 A: Come, Holy Spirit, 
  energy of creation, 
  pentecostal fire; 
 
 B: Come, dance of grace, 
  disturber of traditions, 
  molder of chaos; 
 
 A: Come, color of laughter, 
  the voice of the silenced, 
  the impatience of heaven. 
 
 A and B: Come Spirit, 
    heavenly dove, 
    disturber of complacency, 
    fire of God.  Amen.  

 
*Please rise as you are able 



WON'T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR 
 
It's a beautiful day in this neighborhood A beautiful day for a neighbor Would you 
be mine? Could you be mine? 
 
It's a neighborly day in this beauty wood A neighborly day for a beauty Would you 
be mine? Could you be mine? 
 
I have always wanted to have a neighbor just like you. I've always wanted to live 
in a neighborhood with you. 
 
So let's make the most of this beautiful day Since we're together we might as well 
say Would you be mine? Could you be mine? 
Won't you be my neighbor?  
Won't you please, won't you please? 
Please won't you be my neighbor? 

 

COMMUNITY THIS WEEK 

 

SPECIAL COLLECTION:  Strengthen The Church 
This Sunday we will participate in one of the special collections of the UCC.  Strengthen The 
Church (STC) is a mission offering to reimagine and build the future of the UCC. Shared at the 
conference and national levels, STC largely supports youth ministries and full-time leaders for 
new churches in parts of the country where the UCC voice has not been heard. As God calls our 
congregations to be the "church" in new ways, your generosity will plant new churches, awaken 
new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth and young adults. STC 
funds will also be used to award grants to help congregations communicate the "God is still 
speaking," message. 
 
ADULT MISSION TRIP MEETING 

A meeting will be held in the Sanctuary after today’s service (approximately 11:00) to plan further 
steps as we prepare for this summer’s Adult Mission Trip to Cherryfield, Maine (7/16-7/21).  
Please attend if you have any interest in joining us on this rewarding experience.  

 

NARRATIVE WORKSHOP 
Sunday, June 11 from 11:00 am-1:00pm 
Your voice and creativity are requested at a fun workshop for the Capital Campaign.  This 
workshop is an opportunity to work together to craft a single story that will become the Campaign 
theme and help us to share our vision. The consulting firm Theory One Design will facilitate our 
discussion.   Come with an open mind and ready to collaborate. 
We will have sandwiches and salads. Childcare will be provided. 
RSVP by Wed. June 7 to boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Unified Pledging -- Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is Unified Pledging?  
 Parishioners will be invited to pledge a single unified amount yearly to support UCC 

Boxborough.  
 
How is it different from current practice? 
 Each of us currently pledges a separate amount for operations and a separate amount for 

missions. In the last several years, the percentage for missions has ranged between 8% and 
10% of the total pledged giving. 

 
Why are we changing? 
 Combining into one unified pledge amount affirms that the entire church is a mission.   
 When we pledge for “Operation Expenses”, we are enabling the church to carry out its 

fundamental goal of mission in the community. Combining the two amounts underlines our 
commitment to mission.  The Missions and Outreach Ministry Team, the Finance Team and 
the Generosity Team have endorsed unified pledging. Two thirds of Massachusetts UCC 
congregations currently practice unified pledging.  Council intends to improve on two fronts. 
First, we want to make annual budgeting a more holistic process where Missions is a part of 
everything we do. Second, we would like to see more active planning and communicating of 
specific forecasted Missions activities during the budgeting process. 

 
When will this change become effective?  
 The Fall 2017 pledge campaign will invite unified pledges. 
 
How will the Missions and Outreach budget be determined? 
 In the last several years, the percentage for missions has ranged between 8% and 10% of 

the total pledged giving.  Council proposes a three-year transition period where we will set 
9% of budgeted pledge income as the planned budget allocation of pledges for the Missions 
and Outreach budget.  After three years of transition, council will determine how to better 
codify our lessons learned into formal church processes as needed. During this transition 
period, a different percentage can be proposed if there are specific needs forecasted by the 
Missions and Outreach team.  A proposal to change the 9% allocation to Missions could be 
accommodated in the existing budget process and would have to be approved by the 
Congregation at the Annual Budget Meeting. We also want to separate OCWM from the 
Missions budget and manage that contribution more intentionally.   

 
What about the Merrie Christmas Fair and other fund raisers? 
 These funds will remain separate and will not be included in the percentage. 
 
How can I learn more? 
 Talk to any council member. Also, a cottage meeting will be held after service on June 18th to 

discuss further and answer any questions. 

 

 

mailto:boxborochurch@verizon.net


SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 2017 
 
Sunday Location     Preacher  
June 25  South Acton Congregational   Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 
July 2  South Acton Congregational   Rev. Elizabeth Magill (Rev. Liz) 
July 9  South Acton Congregational   Rev. Cindy 
July 16  South Acton Congregational   Rev. Cindy 
July 23  South Acton Congregational   Rev. Liz 
 
July 30  United Church of Christ Boxborough  Rev. Liz 
Aug. 6  United Church of Christ Boxborough  Rev. Liz 
Aug. 13  United Church of Christ Boxborough  Rev. Cindy 
Aug. 20  United Church of Christ Boxborough  Rev. Cindy 
Aug. 27  United Church of Christ Boxborough  Rev. Liz 
 
Sept. 3  Resume Regular Worship Schedule 
 

PASTORAL COVERAGE 
 

As is our custom, South Acton Congregational Church and United Church of Christ, Boxborough, 
will be sharing pastoral care coverage this summer, in addition to Sunday worship. 
 
Coverage is divided as follows: 
 
June 19 - June 25  Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 
June 26 – July 2  Rev. Elizabeth Magill (Rev. Liz)   
July 3 – July 9   Rev. Cindy 
July 10 – July 16  Rev. Cindy 
July 17 – July 23  Rev. Liz 
July 24 – July 30  Rev. Liz 
July 31 – Aug. 6   Rev. Liz 
Aug. 7 – Aug. 13  Rev. Cindy 
Aug. 14 – Aug. 20  Rev. Cindy 
Aug. 21 – Aug. 27  Rev. Liz 
Aug. 28    Resume Usual Schedule 
 
When Rev. Liz is providing coverage, she can be reached at: 
Email:  pastor@southactoncc.org 
Office:  978-263-2332 
Cell:  508-450-0431 
 
When Rev. Cindy is providing coverage, she can be reached at: 
Email:  cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com 
Office:  978-263-7387 
Cell:  978-204-0473 
 

Prayer of Invocation  — Lay Reader 
(Voice 1 begins)  When standing turns to movement, 
   when darkness turns to color; 

(Voice 2 begins)  when silence turns to laughter, 
   when ice turns to water; 

(Pew 1 begins) when chaos turns to cosmos, 
   when seeds turn to fields; 

(Pew 2 begins)  when pollen turns to honey, 
   when bondage turns to freedom; 

(Pew 3 begins)  when winter turns to spring, 
   when deserts turn to meadows; 

(Pew 4 begins)  when night turns to day, 
   when faith turns to questions; 

(Pew 5 begins)  when prejudice turns to friendship, 
   when war turns to peace; 

(Pew 6 begins)  when bread and wine turn to Communion, 
   when water turns to baptism; 

(Pew 7 begins)  when church turns to community, 
   when seedtime turns to harvest; 

(Pew 8 begins)  there we celebrate you. 
   O Spirit, 

(Pew 9 begins)  the energy, 
   the doing word of God, 

(Pew 10 begins)  the action, 
   the activity of heaven, 

(Pew 11 begins)  the potential, 
   the power of love. 

(Pew 12 begins)  Spirit, 

   we celebrate your restlessness, 
and your intent. 

All: Come and always be with us.  Amen.  
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