
*Gathering Hymn “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” Red PH 1 

 
Prayer of Invocation and Jesus Prayer — Lay Reader 

We invite you to name God in whatever way has most meaning for you, 
and say this prayer in the version that speaks to you the most. 

 

 Creator God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Passing of the Peace 

Please rise in body or in spirit to greet your neighbor with God’s peace. 
 We conclude the Passing of the Peace with the Song of Celebration. 

 
One: God’s peace be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

  

*Song of Celebration “How Could Anyone Ever Tell You”  — Libby Roderick        

How could anyone ever tell you, you are anything less than beautiful, 
How could anyone ever tell you, you are less than whole, 

How could anyone fail to notice, that your loving is a miracle, 
How deeply you’re connected to my soul. 

  

Scripture Mark 1:4-11 — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 
 

Baptism of Mabel King Sterling   
 

*Hymn “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise” Black NCH 325 

 
Reflection Re-Membering Baptism — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 
 

Anthem Movement from the Bolling Suite — Claude Bolling 

 Flute soloist: Ann Bundy 
 

Prayers of the People 
 Sung Response “Alleluia” Black NCH 765 

Alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia; 
alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia 

 
Offering 
 Invitation to Generosity 
 Offertory Music Our Father, Who Art in Heaven — J.S. Bach 

 *Sung Response “The Doxology” Red PH 514 
  You are invited to sing these words, or whatever version has most   
  meaning to you: 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
  Praise God, all creatures here below, 
  Praise God for all that love has done; 
  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
 *Prayer of Dedication  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

*Closing Hymn “Shall We Gather at the River” Black NCH 597  
 

Benediction  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

Choral Benediction Won’t You Be My Neighbor? — Fred M. Rogers 

 Senior Choir 

 

Postlude A Trumpet Call — Domenico Scarlatti 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

You are invited to fellowship immediately after worship   

across the hall in our Gathering Room. 

ALLERGIES AT UCCB   

Please keep all Fellowship food in the Gathering Room.  There are several children in 
the Boxborough Children’s Center with peanut allergies, and we want to make sure we 
keep them safe and healthy.  The church library is now also a food free room due to 
UCCB staff food allergies as well.  Many thanks! 



GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

 

 UCCB Mission Statement: 

  Welcoming All 

   Caring for the World 

   Growing in the Spirit 
 

 
SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS 

 
Greeters – Catherine Michael 

Ushers – Connie and Elizabeth Brown 
Flowers – are given by the Royce’s in honor of all who have served 

Lay Reader – Marlee Roberts 
Called to Care this Week – Jennifer Royce 

Deacon – Larry Wellington 
 
 

BAPTISM 
Brittany Sterling came to UCCB in 1997 as the elder daughter of the new minister, John Erickson. 
UCCB has become a place of deep connection, meaning, and unconditional support for Brittany 
as the community has continued to serve as a surrogate family to her throughout her awkward 
teen years and the havoc she and her fellow youth group members committed before moving on 
to college. UCCB has continued to show love and support as Brittany was blessed to find her 
husband, Graham Sterling, and give birth to their son, Graham, and their daughter, Mabel! 
Graham works as a Navy Psychologist in Bethesda, Maryland while Brittany stays at home with 
their children and completes her graduate degree in Clinical Psychology.  Brittany and Graham 
enjoy rest, relaxation, eight hours of uninterrupted sleep, dogs and baby goats, and watching their 
incredible children discover their passions, explore the world, and love completely.  Graham V 
enjoys playing outside, animals, exercising his vivid imagination, being a big brother, reading 
stories, and showering his family with love.  Mabel enjoys smiling at people, anything involving 
her big brother, her dogs (especially Lucy), bright lights, chewing pacifiers, also showering her 
family with love, and looks forward to eating solids someday. Brittany and Graham pray their 
children will maintain their innocence and faith in all that is good despite the many unexpected 
challenges and upsetting moments they may encounter throughout their lifetimes. They hope 
Graham and Mabel will live their lives certain of their parents' unconditional and undying love and 
support, knowing they are encouraged to become their authentic selves and cultivate joyful lives. 
This baptism is a wonderful reminder of the depth of their support network and the countless 
ways belonging to a faith community can bring strength and resilience to all people. 

 
The Sterling’s are very grateful for the opportunity to have both their children welcomed and 
blessed in baptism by the UCCB community. Thank you so much! 

 

 

MAY 28, 2017 

 

If ever there is a tomorrow when we’re not together, 
there is something you must always remember: 

You’re braver than you believe, 
and stronger than you seem, 
and smarter than you think. 

But the most important thing is: 
I’ll always be with you. 

- Christopher Robin (A.A. Milne) 
 
 

Prelude Woodland Flute Song — Lani Smith 
 

Welcome & Announcements  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 
Introit Alleluia — William Boyce 

 Senior Choir 

 

Call to Worship  — Lay Reader 
 One:  Like a dove landing on a branch, 
 All: We come to rest in God. 
 
 One: Like someone splashing in a river, 
 All: We come to be refreshed by God. 
 
 One: Like leaves blown by the wind, 
 All: We come to be stirred by God. 
 
 One: Like a child in her parents’ arms, 
 All: We come to be loved by God. 
 
 One: Like so many before us, 
 All: We come to worship with God.  Amen. 

*Please rise as you are able 



WON'T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR 
 
It's a beautiful day in this neighborhood A beautiful day for a neighbor Would you 
be mine? Could you be mine? 
 
It's a neighborly day in this beauty wood A neighborly day for a beauty Would you 
be mine? Could you be mine? 
 
I have always wanted to have a neighbor just like you. I've always wanted to live 
in a neighborhood with you. 
 
So let's make the most of this beautiful day Since we're together we might as well 
say Would you be mine? Could you be mine? 
Won't you be my neighbor?  
Won't you please, won't you please? 
Please won't you be my neighbor? 

 

COMMUNITY THIS WEEK 

 

CHURCH MASTER PLAN 
Drop-in to review the Church Master Plan. We love your input! 
  
Curious about the progress of the Church Master Plan?  Come and take a deeper look, at your 
own pace, at the current renovation plans.  The Master Plan Team has been diligently working 
over the past 8 months with Dan Burton of Maugel Architects. The current concept was presented 
at the Congregational Visioning meeting on April 30, followed by lively small group discussions. 
We want to hear from you! Share your thoughts with a member of the Master Plan team who can 
walk you through or answer questions.  We hope you can drop-in and join the conversation, even 
if you can only stay for a couple of minutes! Bring your family, kids, friends or neighbors, ... we 
love to hear all perspectives.   
 
If you can't make it to any of the drop-in sessions, you can still participate.  Take a look at the 
church website to view the current plans.  Share your comments with Guy Marchmont, the Master 
Plan Team Chair (marchmont922@gmail).  If you want a ride to one of the sessions, contact 
Heather at the office. 
  
Drop-in sessions in the Gathering Room: 
  
Tuesday, May 30 - 10:00 to 11:30 am 
Thursday, June 1 - 7:00 to 8:30 pm 
Saturday, June 3 - 9:00 to 10:30 am 

 

Unified Pledging -- Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is Unified Pledging?  
 Parishioners will be invited to pledge a single unified amount yearly to support UCC 

Boxborough.  
 
How is it different from current practice? 
 Each of us currently pledges a separate amount for operations and a separate amount for 

missions. In the last several years, the percentage for missions has ranged between 8% and 
10% of the total pledged giving. 

 
Why are we changing? 
 Combining into one unified pledge amount affirms that the entire church is a mission.   
 When we pledge for “Operation Expenses”, we are enabling the church to carry out its 

fundamental goal of mission in the community. Combining the two amounts underlines our 
commitment to mission.  The Missions and Outreach Ministry Team, the Finance Team and 
the Generosity Team have endorsed unified pledging. Two thirds of Massachusetts UCC 
congregations currently practice unified pledging.  Council intends to improve on two fronts. 
First, we want to make annual budgeting a more holistic process where Missions is a part of 
everything we do. Second, we would like to see more active planning and communicating of 
specific forecasted Missions activities during the budgeting process. 

 
When will this change become effective?  
 The Fall 2017 pledge campaign will invite unified pledges. 
 
How will the Missions and Outreach budget be determined? 
 In the last several years, the percentage for missions has ranged between 8% and 10% of 

the total pledged giving.  Council proposes a three-year transition period where we will set 
9% of budgeted pledge income as the planned budget allocation of pledges for the Missions 
and Outreach budget.  After three years of transition, council will determine how to better 
codify our lessons learned into formal church processes as needed. During this transition 
period, a different percentage can be proposed if there are specific needs forecasted by the 
Missions and Outreach team.  A proposal to change the 9% allocation to Missions could be 
accommodated in the existing budget process and would have to be approved by the 
Congregation at the Annual Budget Meeting. We also want to separate OCWM from the 
Missions budget and manage that contribution more intentionally.   

 
What about the Merrie Christmas Fair and other fund raisers? 
 These funds will remain separate and will not be included in the percentage. 
 
How can I learn more? 
 Talk to any council member. Also, a cottage meeting will be held after service on June 18th to 

discuss further and answer any questions. 

 


