
Passing of the Peace 
Please rise in body or in spirit to greet your neighbor with God’s peace. 

 We conclude the Passing of the Peace with the Song of Celebration. 
 
One: God’s peace be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

  

*Song of Celebration “How Could Anyone Ever Tell You”  — Libby Roderick        

How could anyone ever tell you, you are anything less than beautiful, 
How could anyone ever tell you, you are less than whole, 

How could anyone fail to notice, that your loving is a miracle, 
How deeply you’re connected to my soul. 

  

Scripture Matthew 7:1-5 — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 
 

Junior Choir Seeds and Soil and Such — Ruth Elaine Schram 
 

*Hymn “My Life Flows on in Endless Song” Black NCH 476 

 
Reading The Way Under The Way — Mark Nepo 

 
Reflection The Doctor is (Trying Not To Be) In   
  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

Anthem We Can Be Kind — David Friedman 

 Todd Waddington  

 

Prayers of the People 
 Sung Response “Alleluia” Black NCH 765 

Alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia; 
alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia 

 
 
 

Offering 
 Invitation to Generosity 
 Offertory Music Sarabande — Edward Grieg 

 *Sung Response “The Doxology” Red PH 514 
  You are invited to sing these words, or whatever version has most   
  meaning to you: 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
  Praise God, all creatures here below, 
  Praise God for all that love has done; 
  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
 *Prayer of Dedication  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

*Closing Hymn “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” Black NCH 495  
 

Benediction  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

Postlude The Soldier of the Lord — Robert J. Hughes 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ALLERGIES AT UCCB   

Please keep all Fellowship food in the Gathering Room.  There are several children in 
the Boxborough Children’s Center with peanut allergies, and we want to make sure we 
keep them safe and healthy.  The church library is now also a food free room due to 
UCCB staff food allergies as well.  Many thanks! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 UCCB Mission Statement: 

  Welcoming All 

   Caring for the World 

   Growing in the Spirit 
 

 



GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS 
 

Greeters – Ginny Haskins 
Ushers – Kellie Senghas & Maggie Loughlin 

Flowers – are given by The Berg Family 
in loving memory of William Berg Jr.   

Lay Reader – Larry Wellington 
Called to Care this Week – Ginny Haskins 

Deacon – Larry Wellington 
 
 

COMMUNITY THIS WEEK 

 

BLUE JEANS SUNDAY 
Blue Jean Sunday Today!  Please join us in cleaning out the basement of the Fellowship Hall.  
What fun!  Right after worship we’ll head to Fellowship Hall for 90 minutes of productive cleaning 
and organizing.  We’ll wrap up with pizza in the Fellowship Hall - upstairs, not in the basement.  
See Ron Vogel with any questions. 
 
CHURCH MASTER PLAN 
Drop-in to review the Church Master Plan. We love your input! 
  
Curious about the progress of the Church Master Plan?  Come and take a deeper look, at your 
own pace, at the current renovation plans.  The Master Plan Team has been diligently working 
over the past 8 months with Dan Burton of Maugel Architects. The current concept was presented 
at the Congregational Visioning meeting on April 30, followed by lively small group discussions. 
We want to hear from you! Share your thoughts with a member of the Master Plan team who can 
walk you through or answer questions.  We hope you can drop-in and join the conversation, even 
if you can only stay for a couple of minutes! Bring your family, kids, friends or neighbors, ... we 
love to hear all perspectives.   
  
If you can't make it to any of the drop-in sessions, you can still participate.  Take a look at the 
church website to view the current plans.  Share your comments with Guy Marchmont, the Master 
Plan Team Chair (marchmont922@gmail ).  If you want a ride to one of the sessions, contact 
Heather at the office. 
  
Drop-in sessions in the Gathering Room: 
  
Sun, May 21 - 5:00 to 7:00 pm (for youth & young adults) 
Tue, May 30 - 10:00 to 11:30 am 
Thur, June 1 - 7:00 to 8:30 pm 
Sat, June 3 - 9:00 to 10:30 am 
 
 
 

 

MAY 21, 2017 

 

Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing 
there is a field. 

I’ll meet you there. 
When the soul lies down in that grass, 

the world is too full to talk about. 
Ideas, language, even the phrase each other 

doesn’t make any sense. 
- Rumi 

 

Prelude Canzonetta — Ambroise Thomas 
 

Welcome & Announcements  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 
Call to Worship  — Lay Reader 
 One: This is the day God has made! 
 All: We will rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
 One: This is the day we are making! 
 All: Let’s fill it with love and joy!  Amen.  
 

*Gathering Hymn “Morning Has Broken” Red PH 38 

 
Prayer of Invocation and Jesus Prayer — Lay Reader 

We invite you to name God in whatever way has most meaning for you, 
and say this prayer in the version that speaks to you the most. 

 

 Creator God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

*Please rise as you are able 



Unified Pledging -- Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is Unified Pledging?  
 Parishioners will be invited to pledge a single unified amount yearly to support UCC 

Boxborough.  
 
How is it different from current practice? 
 Each of us currently pledges a separate amount for operations and a separate amount for 

missions. In the last several years, the percentage for missions has ranged between 8% and 
10% of the total pledged giving. 

 
Why are we changing? 
 Combining into one unified pledge amount affirms that the entire church is a mission.   
 When we pledge for “Operation Expenses”, we are enabling the church to carry out its 

fundamental goal of mission in the community. Combining the two amounts underlines our 
commitment to mission.  The Missions and Outreach Ministry Team, the Finance Team and 
the Generosity Team have endorsed unified pledging. Two thirds of Massachusetts UCC 
congregations currently practice unified pledging.  

 Council intends to improve on two fronts. First, we want to make annual budgeting a more 
holistic process where Missions is a part of everything we do. Second, we would like to see 
more active planning and communicating of specific forecasted Missions activities during the 
budgeting process. 

 
When will this change become effective?  
 The Fall 2017 pledge campaign will invite unified pledges. 
 
How will the Missions and Outreach budget be determined? 
 In the last several years, the percentage for missions has ranged between 8% and 10% of 

the total pledged giving.  Council proposes a three-year transition period where we will set 
9% of budgeted pledge income as the planned budget allocation of pledges for the Missions 
and Outreach budget.  After three years of transition, council will determine how to better 
codify our lessons learned into formal church processes as needed.  

 During this transition period, a different percentage can be proposed if there are specific 
needs forecasted by the Missions and Outreach team.  A proposal to change the 9% 
allocation to Missions could be accommodated in the existing budget process and would 
have to be approved by the Congregation at the Annual Budget Meeting. We also want to 
separate OCWM from the Missions budget and manage that contribution more intentionally.   

 
What about the Merrie Christmas Fair and other fund raisers? 
 These funds will remain separate and will not be included in the percentage. 
 
How can I learn more? 
 Talk to any council member. Also, a cottage meeting will be held after service on June 18th to 

discuss further and answer any questions. 
 
 


