
Prayer of Confession  — Lay Reader 
 One:  Strangers, foreigners, outsiders – 
   names we give those whose ways unsettle us,  
   or those we fear for changes they may bring. 
 All: O God, help us remember  
   that your people  
   were strangers, foreigners, outsiders  
   in Egypt, Canaan, and Babylonia. 
 
 One:  Strangers, foreigners, outsiders –  
   too often we ignore their wisdom  
   or discount their understandings. 
 All:  O God, help us remember 
   that the magi were outsiders 
   who came to honor Jesus  
   because of their insights. 
 
 One:  Strangers, foreigners, outsiders –  
   we define them as “other” 
   so we can keep our distance, 
   so we can withhold our empathy. 
 All:  O God, help us remember 
   there are no strangers, foreigners, or outsiders,  
   for you have made us all,  
   and in you we are all one. 

 
 One: Forgive us when we draw our circles in tightly 
   and forget that you are the maker of diversity here on earth,  
   and in the vast cosmos of galaxies and stars. 
   Amen. 
 

Words of Affirmation 
 One:  God brings together people of different nations,  
   different languages, different classes,  
   different ages, different viewpoints  
   and replaces division with forgiveness,  
   and conflict with love.  
   God forgives and loves you that you might be one with all. 
 All: Thanks be to God! Amen. 

Passing of the Peace 
 Please rise in body or in spirit to greet your neighbor with God’s peace. 
 We conclude the Passing of the Peace with the Song of Celebration. 

 
 One: God’s peace be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 

*Song of Celebration  
 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing, Jesus, the light of the world; 
 Glory to the Christ-child bring, Jesus, the light of the world. 
 
 We will follow the light, beautiful light, 
 come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright; 
 Shine all around us by day and by night, 
 Jesus, the light of the world. 
 
Scripture Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Word for All Ages  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 
 

*Hymn  “As With Gladness Those of Old” Black NCH 159 
 

Reading Star-Giving — Ann Weems 

 

Reflection  Useless Gifts — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 
 

Anthem Star of Wonder — arranged by Anna Laura Page & Senior Choir 

 Senior Choir Jean Anne Shafferman  

 

Prayers of the People 
 Sung Response “Alleluia” Black NCH 765 

Alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia; 
alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia 

 
 



GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

Offering  

 Invitation to Generosity 
 Offertory Music Slumber Song — Alexander Gretchaninoff   

 *Sung Response “The Doxology” Red PH 514 
  You are invited to sing these words, or whatever version has most   
  meaning to you: 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
  Praise God, all creatures here below, 
  Praise God for all that love has done; 
  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
 *Prayer of Dedication 
 

*Closing Hymn “Arise Your Light is Come” Black NCH 164 

 
Benediction   — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

Choral Benediction Angels We Have Heard on High — Traditional French Carol 

 

Postlude Song of Joy — Robert J. Hughes 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

You are invited to fellowship immediately after worship   

across the hall in our Gathering Room. 

 

 UCCB Mission Statement: 

  Welcoming All 

   Caring for the World 

   Growing in the Spirit 
 

 
ALLERGIES AT UCCB   
Please keep all Fellowship food in the Gathering Room.  There are several children in 
the Boxborough Children’s Center with peanut allergies, and we want to make sure we 
keep them safe and healthy.  Many thanks! 

 

JANUARY 8, 2017 

 

 

Give thanks 
for unknown blessings 
already on their way. 

- Native American Prayer 
 
 

Prelude Psalm 19 (The Heavens Declare)  — Benedetto Marcello  
 

Welcome & Announcements   

 

Introit Angels We Have Heard on High — Traditional French Carol  

 Senior Choir 
 

Call to Worship  — Lay Reader   
 One: A shining light has led us far – 
 All:  we have found the child of peace. 
 
 One:  Ancient songs have strengthened our spirits – 
 All:  we have seen the child of love. 
 
 One:  A gift of new life has dispelled our fears – 
 All:  we have held the child of hope. 
 
 One:  The cradle of straw has found our hearts – 
 All:  we shall journey with this child of joy. 
 

*Gathering Hymn “We Three Kings of Orient Are” Red PH 143  
  
 

 
*Please rise as you are able 



SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS 
 

Greeters – Mary Rohwer 
Ushers – Mary Ellen Sweeney and Virginia Harris 

Flowers – are in memory of Mary Larson 
Lay Reader – Larry Wellington 

Called to Care this Week – Lauraine Harding 
Deacon – Laurel Dickson-Bull and Nancy Stillman 

 

 

COMMUNITY THIS WEEK 

 
 
HATS FOR THE HOMELESS 
Another successful year of collecting items for the homeless.  The total for this year was sixty-five 
pieces of warm clothing including hats, mittens/gloves, socks, headbands and scarves.  They 
were donated to the Worcester Fellowship before Christmas. Thank you so much to all who 
contributed. 
 
"RACE, ETHNICITY AND LIFE" FOCUS GROUP, JAN. 10 (COMMUNITY EVENT) 
Share your thoughts and experiences to help shape community wide racial justice trainings 
coming in spring, 2017.  Sponsored by Fostering Racial Justice and other community groups 
including UCCB.  Sargent Memorial Library, 427 Mass. Ave., Boxborough, 6:00 - 8:00 pm.  Light 
dinner refreshments served and childcare available.  RSVP by Monday, Jan. 9: 
FosteringRacialJustice@gmail.com 
 
STOP HUNGER NOW JAN. 15 
Last year we packaged shelf-stable meals for over 10,000 people.  This Martin Luther King, Jr. 
weekend, we’re ready to do it again.  Join us for this intergenerational “worship in action”. 
 
SACRED CONVERSATION ON RACE, JAN. 22 
Area Minister of the UCC, Rev. Don Remick, will be visiting UCCB to lead us in a Sacred 
Conversation on Race.  Through the narrative of a recent event, we will seek to engage the 
conversation of race in our society. We will begin with feeling - humanizing the often 
dehumanized story that is stripped by media of its very real content and relationship to our lives. 
Only then will we move into thinking about the circumstances and realities of race today. Finally, 
we will open the door to action - briefly beginning a conversation that will then be yours to bring 
into your life.  See Rev. Cindy for more information. 
 
ANNUAL UCCB BUDGET MEETING, JAN. 29 
Save the date!  Hear an update from the Master Plan Committee, celebrate Generosity and 
events from 2016, vote on the annual budget and candidates for leadership positions for 2017. 
Begins right after worship in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Continued on reverse 

 
 
9TH ANNUAL FOLK COFFEEHOUSE 
Saturday, February 4, 7 – 9 p.m.  Save the date!  Need a better way to warm yourself up and 
slow yourself down?  Do you have a talent to share with others?  Contact Peter Senghas 
(psenghas@yahoo.com) to contribute your creative talent to the event or to support us with 
snacks or set-up. 
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