
Prayer of Confession and Affirmation  — Lay Reader 
 Gracious God, 
 You revealed yourself 
 in an ordinary circumstance: 
 a birth 
 if we had been there, 
 would we have recognized you, 
 or would we have been put off by the parents’ shabby clothing, 
 the crude surroundings, 
 the smell of the animals, 
 and the crying of the baby? 
 
 (silence for reflection) 
 

We are drawn, again and again, 
to all that seems spectacular or sensational. 
We are blinded, again and again, 
to your presence in places or people 
that seem unlikely or unlikeable.  

 
Open our eyes, our minds, our hearts.  Amen. 
 

Affirmation 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 Please rise in body or in spirit to greet your neighbor with God’s peace. 
 We conclude the Passing of the Peace with the Song of Celebration. 

 
 One: God’s peace be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 

*Song of Celebration Jesus, the Light of the World — Charles Wesley 
Hark! The herald angels sing, Jesus, the light of the world; 
Glory to the Christ-child bring, Jesus, the light of the world. 

(Refrain) 
We will follow the light, beautiful light, come where 

dewdrops of mercy are bright, Shine all around us by 
day and by night, Jesus, the light of the world. 

Reading Reading for Hanukkah — Mark Belletini 

 

Reading Litany for the Season — Peter Friedrichs (adapted) 
 Response:  We remember. We forgive. We love. 
  

*Carol 
 

Scripture Luke 2:1-20 
 

Word for All Ages Jesus’ Birthday Party — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 
 

*Carol 
 

Prayers of the People and Jesus’ Prayer — Lay Reader 
 We invite you to name God in whatever way has most meaning for you, 
 and say this prayer in the version that speaks to you the most. 
 
 Creator God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

 Sung Response “Alleluia” Black NCH 765 
Alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia; 
alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia 

 

Offering 
 Invitation to Generosity 
 Offertory Music Hope Transcending — Franklin Ritter  

 *Sung Response “The Doxology” Red PH 514 
  You are invited to sing these words, or whatever version has most   
  meaning to you: 



GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
  Praise God, all creatures here below, 
  Praise God for all that love has done; 
  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
 *Prayer of Dedication 
 

*Carol 

 
Benediction   — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

Postlude Grand Choeur — George Blake 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

You are invited to fellowship immediately after worship   

across the hall in our Gathering Room. 

 

 UCCB Mission Statement: 

  Welcoming All 

   Caring for the World 

   Growing in the Spirit 
 
 
ALLERGIES AT UCCB   
Please keep all Fellowship food in the Gathering Room.  There are several 
children in the Boxborough Children’s Center with peanut allergies, and we want 
to make sure we keep them safe and healthy.  Many thanks! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DECEMBER 25, 2016 

 

 

 When the song of the angels is stilled, 
 When the star in the sky is gone, 
 When the kings and princes are home, 
 When the shepherds are back with their flock 
 The work of Christmas begins: 
  to find the lost, to heal the broken, 
  to feed the hungry, to rebuild nations, 
  to bring peace among all people, 
  to make music in the heart.   

- Howard Thurman 

 
 

Prelude Unto the Hills I Lift My Eyes      — Hugh S. Livingston, Jr. 
 

Welcome & Announcements   

 

Call to Worship  — Lay Reader 
 One:  Light the candles: 
 All:  the hope of our hearts has been born! 
 
 One:  Sing the carols: 
 All:  the star to guide our spirits has risen! 
 
 One:  Embrace your neighbor: 
 All:  the cradle of compassion receives us all! 
 
 One: Believe in the mystery: 
 All:  the love we long for is here. 

 

*Carol 
*Please rise as you are able 


