
Prayer of Confession and Affirmation  — Lay Reader 
 Gracious God, 
 You revealed yourself 
 in an ordinary circumstance: 
 a birth 
 if we had been there, 
 would we have recognized you, 
 or would we have been put off by the parents’ shabby clothing, 
 the crude surroundings, 
 the smell of the animals, 
 and the crying of the baby? 
 
 (silence for reflection) 
 

We are drawn, again and again, 
to all that seems spectacular or sensational. 
We are blinded, again and again, 
to your presence in places or people 
that seem unlikely or unlikeable.  

 
Open our eyes, our minds, our hearts.  Amen. 
 

Affirmation 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 Please rise in body or in spirit to greet your neighbor with God’s peace. 
 We conclude the Passing of the Peace with the Song of Celebration. 

 
 One: God’s peace be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 

*Song of Celebration Jesus, the Light of the World — Charles Wesley 
Hark! The herald angels sing, Jesus, the light of the world; 
Glory to the Christ-child bring, Jesus, the light of the world. 

(Refrain) 
We will follow the light, beautiful light, come where 

dewdrops of mercy are bright, Shine all around us by 
day and by night, Jesus, the light of the world. 

Scripture Luke 2:22-40 
 
*Carol  
 
Reading now what - Thom Shuman   

 
Reflection Be It Resolved… 
  
Prayers of the People and Jesus’ Prayer 

We invite you to name God in whatever way has most meaning for you, 
and say this prayer in the version that speaks to you the most. 
 

Creator God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

    

Offering 
 Invitation to Generosity 
 Offertory Music         A Contemplative Prayer — David Lasky 

 *Sung Response “The Doxology” Red PH 514 
  You are invited to sing these words, or whatever version has most   
  meaning to you: 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
  Praise God, all creatures here below, 
  Praise God for all that love has done; 
  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
 *Prayer of Dedication   

 

*Carol   

 
Benediction   

 
Postlude Alleluia Postlude -Esther Megargel  

 

You are invited to fellowship immediately after worship   

across the hall in our Gathering Room. 



GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

ALLERGIES AT UCCB   
Please keep all Fellowship food in the Gathering Room.  There are several children in 
the Boxborough Children’s Center with peanut allergies, and we want to make sure we 
keep them safe and healthy.  Many thanks! 
 

 

 

 

 

 UCCB Mission Statement: 

  Welcoming All 

   Caring for the World 

   Growing in the Spirit 
 

 

SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS 

 

Greeters – Todd Waddington 
Lay Reader – Larry Wellington  

Called to Care this Week – Lauraine Harding 
Deacon – Mary Ellen Sweeney & Laurel Dickson-Bull 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 31, 2017 

 

 When the song of the angels is stilled, 
 When the star in the sky is gone, 
 When the kings and princes are home, 
 When the shepherds are back with their flock 
 The work of Christmas begins: 
  to find the lost, to heal the broken, 
  to feed the hungry, to rebuild nations, 
  to bring peace among all people, 
  to make music in the heart.   

- Howard Thurman 
 
 

Prelude Chorale Prelude on “Bristol” - Anthony Giomanco  
 

Welcome & Announcements   

 

Call to Worship  — Lay Reader  
 One:  Light the candles: 
 All:  the hope of our hearts has been born! 
 
 One:  Sing the carols: 
 All:  the star to guide our spirits has risen! 
 
 One:  Embrace your neighbor: 
 All:  the cradle of compassion receives us all! 
 
 One: Believe in the mystery: 
 All:  the love we long for is here. 
  

*Carol   
 

*Please rise as you are able 



COMMUNITY THIS WEEK 
 

 A SWEET! CIRCLE WINTER SOCIAL FOR YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS   

JAN 5 AT 6:00 PM 
All high school youth and young adults are invited to gather in the spirit of Ernie 
Fournier. Let’s get together to chat, have fun, bring your favorite board or card 
game...and bring a donation for the Worcester Fellowship, a church by and for people 
currently or formerly unhoused.  Some of you might recall visiting the church. They are in 
need of: 
    New men's underwear (briefs sizes medium and large) 
     New men's undershirts (sizes medium and large) 
     New women's underwear (sizes small, medium and large) 
     New women's personal hygiene products 
  
When? Friday, January 5, from 6 till 8:30 pm in the Gathering Room at UCCB.   
Spread the word to current and past mission trippers. Bring old and new friends. 
Everyone is welcome.  We will provide plenty of food and beverages. 
See you soon! Questions? Contact Lisa Pearson, lisabpearson@comcast.net; (978) 
929-9329 
  

 
ADULT MISSION TRIP JULY 15—20TH, 2018  
You are invited to join us on our fourth Adult Mission Trip to Cherryfield, Maine, where 
we work in partnership with the Maine Seacoast Mission. Last summer’s trip was 
another resounding success and we are excited to be making a return trip. We’d love to 
have you join us! Maine Seacoast Mission was started in 1905 by two brothers who were 
both pastors who realized that the spiritual needs of the island residents of far Downeast 
Maine were not being met. Today Maine Seacoast Mission’s focus includes rural 
education and healthcare issues. While they provide a wide array of support services, 
they only utilize mission trip volunteers in their Housing Repairs Program. Downeast 
Maine has an old and decaying housing stock and the need for repairs and 
weatherization on these homes is constant. With the support of volunteers, Maine 
Seacoast Mission is able to help their most vulnerable neighbors. The UCCB has 
reserved several spots for this trip. We can always adjust this number later, so the more, 
the merrier! To join us you only need to be 18 or older (too “old” to participate in one of 
our youth mission trips). While this has been called a “hammer and nails” experience, all 
levels of physical ability and expertise are welcome. Feel free to check in with prior 
years’ mission trippers for a sense of the physical demands of the week. Please contact 
Peter or Kellie Senghas if you are interested in joining us or if you wish more information 
(psenghas@yahoo.com; ktsenghas@gmail.com; or 978-263-5508). 
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