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Making Tracks 
 
Let us pray… 
 
Any day now – and sooner than I’d like – we will have our first snow of the season.  And 
I’ll walk out into our backyard, which will look quiet and still, and it will be revealed to me 
what a busy place it truly is.  Because the smooth, white snow will be a perfect 
backdrop for revealing the prints of the animals who live in the woods behind our house.  
The squirrels and chipmunks I already know about, but that snow will reveal there are 
way more birds still in the neighborhood than I realized.  And I’ll get evidence of the 
rabbits and the deer I know are around but don’t often see.  It’s the prints we suspect 
belong to coyotes that are the most interesting.  Of course Fenway, our dog, is not 
surprised at all by these tracks.  Many mornings she is so excited to have her nose to 
the ground it’s clear there are trails left by critters that are vividly evident to her, but 
completely invisible to me.  Until the snow reveals it all to my human senses. 
 
A few months ago Jennifer Royce led the Deacons through a reflection.  That’s arguably 
our favorite part of Deacon meetings, the opening reflections when we share our lives 
and our experiences of God.  Anyway, this one focused on parts of Psalm 77, which 
talks about the ways in which God blessed the Israelites in the past, especially when 
they were fleeing Egypt.  As you’ll recall, the Israelites were slaves in Egypt, until God, 
through Moses, brought curses like locusts and hail and death down upon the 
Egyptians.  The leader of the Egyptians, Pharaoh, finally let the Israelites go but then 
changed his mind so the Israelites were trapped with Pharaoh’s army on one side and 
the sea on the other.  And God worked a miracle and parted the sea and the Israelites 
crossed to the other side but Pharaoh’s army drowned in the sea.  And this is how the 
Psalmist described it:  “your way was through the sea, your path, through the mighty 
waters, yet your footprints were unseen.”  This grabbed our attention at the Deacon 
meeting.  So the Psalmist was saying that God was there, when the Israelites crossed 
the Red Sea; maybe the people couldn’t see God’s footprints, but it didn’t mean God 
wasn’t with them, going ahead of them, making a way. 
 
Our wonderful Deacons came to a very quick conclusion:  we are the ones who make 
God’s footprints visible in the world.  God is present, connected, active in the world.  But 
sometimes the only way in which we can see evidence of that active presence is in the 
words and actions and companionship of other people.  Like the animals in my 
backyard who are there all the time, but I only see evidence of them when their prints 
show up in the snow. 
 
This was kind of inspiring to our Deacons:  we are God’s footprints in the world!  We can 
help people see and know God at work in their very lives!  But it’s also kind of a big 
responsibility:  because if we aren’t making God’s footprints visible, how will others 
know that God is there? 
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In this morning’s scripture reading, Jesus is teaching and healing everybody.  He 
realizes there are way too many people in need of teaching and healing, and too few 
people doing teaching and healing, so he recruits the disciples, gives them the same 
abilities, and sends them out into the world.  This scripture passage has been woven 
throughout our programs this fall, including right on our bulletin cover.  Because 2000 
years later, we’re the disciples, we’re the ones that Jesus is sending out into the world 
to do some teaching and healing.  And goodness knows the world could use some 
teaching about love and some healing of its brokenness.  But it’s important to remember 
that, for Jesus, the teaching and the healing were means to an end:  what Jesus really 
wanted people to “get” was the good news – the proclamation that God is nearby, at 
work in the world.  So Jesus sends the disciples out, and sends us out today, essentially 
to make the footprints of God visible in the world.  That’s what it means to follow “The 
Way of Jesus”: like Jesus, to make God manifest day in and day out.  And that’s “the 
Journey of Generosity”, to use our gifts and talents and presence to bring God’s 
presence wherever we go.   
 
All fall we’ve been talking about these journeys:  where we’re going, what we need to 
take with us, what company we provide each other along the way.  Today all that 
pondering culminates in a “journey” to the altar table, when we’ll bring our pledge cards 
forward later in the service.  This “journey of generosity” represents our faithful financial 
promise to participate in God’s ministry at UCCB in 2018.  Those pledges might mean 
different things to different people:  gratitude for all we have received, a commitment to 
generous living, a testament of faith, a desire to support the mission of the church.  But 
they all are and make possible the presence of God in the world:  our pledges make 
God’s footprints visible; our pledges are God’s footprints. 
 
But that begs the question, what do God’s footprints look like?  In my snowy yard, I can 
tell the five-padded coyote print from the three-pronged bird track.  So what might God’s 
footprints look like? 
 
Sandals 
Sandals.  They seem like an obvious candidate for making God’s footprints.  We picture 
Jesus and his disciples wearing dusty, animal-hide sandals, after all.  But sandals are 
also good candidates for making God’s footprints because of how open they are, how 
little protection they give to your feet.  When we are trying to show God’s presence in 
the world, that leaves our hearts a bit vulnerable, exposed; so footwear that leaves our 
feet exposed seems like a good candidate for making God’s footprints.   
 
Hiking shoes 
Sometimes God’s footprints are going to look like the tracks left by hiking boots.  
Because the world can be a rough and rugged place, and sometimes we need to leave 
the well-worn path and head for the underbrush where our brothers and sisters and 
siblings have lost their way.  Or the old paths keep leading to the same old problems, 
and it’s time to try a new way of doing things.  Sometimes following Jesus takes us on 
rough terrain, so God’s footprints are made by hiking boots. 
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Wheel 
Sometimes God’s footprints won’t be “foot prints” at all, but wheel tracks or walker 
prints, or foot-and-cane combos.  There’s never just one route for following Jesus, not 
just one way for making God visible in the world.  We all bring unique gifts to this 
journey, and God is at work in all of it.  Moreover we can’t help but try to put God into a 
human-shaped box, but God wants to break out of those constraints.  Maybe God has 
three feet, or only wings, or slides like a snake.  Even while we’re being God’s footprints 
in the world, let’s not limit God to foot prints. 
 
Party shoes 
Sometimes God’s footprints are made by party shoes.  Because even while we are 
doing the work of bringing God’s vision of justice and peace to the world, we are also 
called to celebrate our relationship with God, and the incredible gifts of just being alive 
and in this beautiful world, with its music and poetry and kindness and diversity, with its 
mountains and rivers and deserts.  There is so much to celebrate in this world, so 
sometimes we make God’s footprints in party shoes. 
 
Running shoes 
Or maybe God’s footprints look like the soles of running shoes, made for speed and 
distance.  ‘Cause this is a long journey, this Way of Jesus’.  Sensible footwear might be 
just the thing.  There’s no time to waste, when it comes to showing people God’s 
presence in the world, so we don’t want blisters distracting us or slowing us down.  
Maybe we’ll sacrifice style for sensibleness, to make sure we can spread God’s 
footprints as far and wide as possible.   
 
Slippers 
Although sometimes we might need to just slow down.  Maybe God’s footprints need to 
be meditative, peaceful, like the path through a labyrinth.  Maybe God’s footprints look 
like they were made by slippers, making their way through the hallway of a nursing 
home.  Or pacing the kitchen floor in the middle of the night, when worry is keeping you 
awake.  Or left beside the hospice bed, just in case the one you love gets up once 
more.  Even in quiet or painful or sad moments, you are creating God’s footprints in the 
world. 
 
Steel-toed shoe  
Steel-toed boots seem like a good candidate for God’s footprints:  working shoes, ready 
for long days and hard labor.  Because there is a lot of work needed in this world:  we 
need to build bridges of understanding and structures that support justice.  God calls us 
to craft sacred space as well as physical shelter.  If we’re going to follow the Way of 
Jesus, it’s not a bus tour, it’s a hands-on, all-in, get dirty journey.  So we need footwear 
that can handle those kinds of footprints.  But we’re going to make mistakes, whether 
it’s saying the wrong thing or dropping a hammer, so it’s a good idea to protect our toes 
at the same time. 
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Watershoes 
And why not watershoes?  If God went ahead of the Israelites making invisible footprints 
on the bottom of the Red Sea, maybe we make God’s footprints with watershoes.  
Symbolically, at least:  maybe these are the symbols of escape from oppression, 
physical or emotional.  There is only one Red Sea, along the border of what is now 
Saudi Arabia.  But there are countless “Red Seas” in our lives and in the world, barriers 
we must cross in order to live lives of wholeness:  beneath the waters of addiction or 
hunger or poverty we make God’s footprints in watershoes.  Whether we’re wading in to 
help someone else, or trying to find our own way to dry land, we are God’s footprints 
under the waters. 
 
Barefeet 
Let me just say, maybe God’s footprints aren’t made by shoes at all.  Maybe it’s just our 
bare feet, showing God’s presence.  Because God can use us just as we are, God 
doesn’t need us dressed up or disguised in order to be God’s presence in the world.  So 
maybe your toes are ugly or your heels like sandpaper or your feet just horribly 
misshapen.  Well, God loves those feet!  And those are just the feet God needs making 
prints in the world.  God needs you, just as you are, to make God’s footprints visible, to 
show others that God loves them, just as they are, too. 
 
On this “Celebration Sunday”, there is plenty to celebrate at UCCB.  Through your 
generosity, this church makes God’s footprints visible in the world in uplifting, 
meaningful and powerful ways.   
 
Wheels 
Through our Open and Affirming stance we create a place where all are welcome, and 
seek to create a world where all people are valued for who they are, in all their diversity 
of race, class, gender identity and sexual orientation, religious beliefs, physical and 
mental abilities, political party, and so on. 
 
Running Shoes 
In our Missions and Outreach work, we are racing through the world with financial 
contributions and acts of compassion, helping those at greatest risk in our world with 
food, housing, and education, while also beginning to address the circumstances that 
put people at risk in the first place. 
 
Hiking Boots 
Our Spiritual Nurture programs help people of all ages find the trail to which God is 
calling them, exploring new terrain and making fresh discoveries.  But even on the 
newest of trails there are companions for the journey, hiking beside you, helping you to 
find your way. 
 
Sandals 
In fact, the powerful presence of community is woven throughout the ministry of UCCB 
that your generosity makes possible.  In the same way that our feet are vulnerable in 
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sandals, our spirits often feel vulnerable in this world.  Here, we have people who 
support us in our vulnerability, but also help us to grow in resilience and strength. 
 
Steel Toed Shoe 
For we are strong.  Just ask our Buildings and Grounds team:  the strength they show 
as they care for our historical building and whole physical plant.  Our very buildings are, 
themselves, like a work boot: they provide a bit of safety in dangerous conditions, even 
if the “dangerous” conditions are a job loss or a death.  And our buildings aren’t 
decorative, they are “useful” spaces, put to work by our whole community for meeting 
space. 
 
Party Shoes 
Not that there is anything wrong with decorative.  Although our “decorative” programs 
are pretty functional too.  The “party” your generosity funds is Sunday morning worship, 
advent wreath workshops, the ministry of the choir, all the ceremonies and celebrations 
we create to connect with God and mark powerful moments in our lives. 
 
Slippers 
Some of the moments your generosity supports are much quieter, more private.  Called 
to Care cards, nursing home visits, funeral planning, pastoral care.  Sometimes your 
generosity is paying for silence and stillness, just watching and waiting for how God is 
going to show up.  
 
Watershoes 
Your financial gifts also help us all to learn how to “wade in” to the waters of difficulty, 
whether that’s how to dismantle racism, practice talking to people with different 
perspectives than our own, learning about addiction or grief, thinking about the role of 
money in our lives and in our world.  We come here to be not just comforted, but also 
challenged, so that we can make God’s footprints visible in the essential arenas of our 
world today. 
 
It’s tempting for me to ask you all to take your shoes off, when you come forward later in 
the service to share your pledge card or offering.  But I don’t need to create that much 
anxiety in this room today.  So maybe just imagine taking your shoes off, imagine the 
feel of your feet on the floor of this sacred space.  And know that you, just as you are, 
with your gifts and your talents and your very being, you are making God’s footprints in 
the world.  Amen. 


